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Moscow Scolds U.S. on Iraq Policy 

Defense Chief Tells Cohen of ‘Deep Concern 5 for Relations 


President Suharto, seated among his generals at a conference Thuraday 
in Jakarta. At nis left were General Feisal Tanjung and General Wiranto. 
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By Steven Lee Myers 

.Vni fori Tmri't Srmrf 

MOSCOW — Russia’s defense minister, Igor 
Sergeyev, sharply criticized the United States on 
Thursday for its threats to attack Iraq, warning the 
American defense secretary, William Cohen, that a 
strike could undercut efforts to improve ties between 
the two nations' militaries. 

Speaking bluntly at the beginning of a meeting 
focused on arms control and other security issues. Mr. 
Sergeyev said Russia fell “deep concern” about the 
prospect of an American-led attack and accused the 
Clinton administration of moving too hastily. 

“Is America ready for all the possible con- 
sequences?” Mr. Sergeyev told Mr. Cohen, departing 
from the diplomatic niceties that normally charac- 
terize opening remarks at meetings like these. ‘‘Does 
the uncompromising and tough position of the United 
Slates on Iraq help to strengthen stability- and security 
in the world?” 

President Boris Yeltsin and other senior Russian 
officials have strongly criticized the Clinton admin- 
istration's threat to use force to make Saddam Hussein 


comply with United Nations resolutions requiring Iraq 
to dismantle its biological and chemical weapons 
programs. Last week. Mr. Yeltsin said an attack could 
lead to world war. 

Mr. Cohen and his aides played down Mr. 
Sergeyev's remarks, suggesting that they were meant 
as much for public consumption as for Mr. Cohen's 

This time, the U.S. Navy gets its chance. • The 
Iraqi opposition in disarray. • The UN has an 
idea. • Gulf states rebuke Iraq. Page 7. 

delegation. Mr. Cohen appeared to be taken aback by 
the bluntness of the rebuke, but after emerging from 
the meeting two and half hours later, he said his 
discussions with Mr. Sergeyev had “a good opening 
and a great closing.” 

A senior American aide said that once television 
cameras and journalists left the room. Mr. Sergeyev 
quickly turned from differences over Iraq to Issues 
involving NATO's expansion and the prospects of 
ratifying the second strategic nuclear reduction treaty-, 
or START-2. 


Nevertheless. Mr. Sergeyev's remarks reflected the 
sharp division between Russia and the United States 
over how to respond to Mr. Saddam's defiance of the 
weapons inspections. It was the first time a Russian 
minister had delivered what amounted to a lecture 
sitting face to face with an American counterpan. 

■ U.S. Is ‘Proceeding Cautiously’ 

Mr. Cohen took notes as he listened to the Russian 
defense minister's opening remarks and then reburied 
Mr. Sergeyev’s criticisms, wire services reported. 

" President Clinton has exercised great caution in 
not malting haste quickly but rather proceeding cau- 
tiously and with great prudence.” Mr. Cohen said. 
"You properly raised the question of what are the 
possible consequences of acting militarily. It is equally 
appropriate to ask the question. 'What if we fail to act 
and allow Saddam to continue to flout the LIN res- 
olutions, lo continue to play hide-and-seek with the 
inspectors?' ” 

Later, at a news conference after the private pan of 
the meeting, the Russian said his country’s main fear 

See IRAQ, Page 9 
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7 ^ toe .:lfc 2 JAKARTA — President Suharto told 
.--‘-t.i ireeft. the military Thursday to “take stem 
‘ action” against his opponents as ten- 

— sions rise in Indonesia before his ex- 

• - •’ ruts©; peeled confirmation next month for a 
• - : : -• -r ir,ct i :i new terra in office. 

^ “The political temperature across the 

•‘ L .- 'r'r:;.o: veil;.: nation is rising,” fueled by increasing 

’ ’ economic hardships, Mr. Suharto said. 

. !jer pi.-t.V'v “In this situation, there are signs that 

' certain groups are using this as a chance 

to achieve their political goals. ' ' 

..... He did not elaborate, bucrecent weeks 

have seen an increase both in food riots 

* f T » I in provincial towns and small, peaceful 

1 Itldle /i(w political demonstrations in the capital. 

On Wednesday, the police cracked down 
for the first time on a demonstration 
• . , • : : G-i: 4 ;r. here, detaining about 140 people. 

[Hundreds of rioters protesting high- 
‘ er food prices threw rocks and burned 
..." ■■■ -riscis Chinese-owned shops Thursday in the 
.... . -Tiirii western Java town of Jatiwangi, The 
^ Associated Press reported from Jakarta. 

' ' ’ 7- At least 13 shores were burned and 30 

others damaged in the four-hour melee 
r .. >60 _kUometers. (160 miles) east of_ 
J 1 * ,,/J Jakarta. Sixteen people were arrested.] 

• - f Addressing a conference of military 

leaders Thorsday. Mr. Suharto said, 
•• ■ '•* : ’ "Take stern action against those who 

"'-'-.!wdr acr unconstitutionally, especially any 
> " ;"■■■ ’.7. J,v-.: actions that could lead to national dis- 

” - • ‘ ‘ ” integration.” 

J The military, conference announced 

‘ - j!t, ’ u the expected promotion of General Wir- 
. ^ onto, the army chief of staff, to chief of 
- ■ .tafl the armed forces. Like many Indone- 

^ sians, be uses only one name. 

Milrtaiy’ analysts say the armed forces 
” •/. .. . ^ are untied in support of Mr. Suharto, and 

' : '.“Th( f hoih General wiranto and the man he 
J.j-g replaces. General Feisal Tanjung, are 
• '- r ' 3 ' seen as reliable backers of the president 

After 32 years in power, analysts say, 
^ — Mr. Suharto’s grip on the country is as 

firm as ever, despite spreading malaise 

“ and an economic crisis that is causing 

bankruptcies, job losses and price rises. 

With the country's political opposi- 
tion weak and fragmented, Mr. Suharto 
appears to feel free to pursue his own 
political scenario. In the face of op- 
position both from large portions of In- 
. donesia ’s political elite and from foreign 
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investors, who gauge the nation’s sta- 
bility. his political party has issued a new 
hint that he might name a controversial 
aide next month as vice president. 

The governing party. Golkar, an- 
nounced lore Wednesday that in addition 
to its own party leader, Harmoko. it 
would back BJ. Habibie, the research 
and technology minister, for vice pres- 
ident. A second of the three officially 
sanctioned parties also hinted that Mr. 
Habibie would be one of its candidates. 

Mr. Habibie, a longtime confidant of 
the president's, is widely criticized as 
brilliant but eccentric, a man whose 
unconventional economic notions and 
extravagant projects would make him 
seem an unreliable heir apparent. 

When Mr. Suharto floated his name 
for the position a month ago, the rupiah 
fell to its lowest point in six months. 

No Indonesian vice president has 
served more than one term. But the 
incumbent. Try Sutrisno, a former mil- 
itary commander, is the most frequently 
named competitor to Mr. Habibie. 

Mr. Suharto has said he will announce 
his choice for vice president nexr month, 
when a 1 ,000-member People's Con- 
sultative Assembly that is dominated by 
his supporters is expected to name him 
to a seventh five-year term. 

With little doubt remaining that Mr. 
Suharto, 76, will stay on, an obsessive 
guessing-game has emerged here over 
his choice of vice president 

“All the analysts are waiting for the 
vice president to be named." said 
Wimar Wiroelar, a prominent political 
commentator. * ‘But the name of the vice 
president is not important I don’t want 
to waste my time thinking about it. It's 
just a symbolic position.” 

Mr. Suharto has every intention of 
serving out his term, he said, and even if 
he dies or is incapacitated, someone other 
than the vice president could succeed. 

One Western analyst who asked not 
to be identified, said there were two 
possible succession scenarios. Either 
the vice president would finish out the 
term of office or the People’s Con- 
sultative Assembly would reconvene to 
work out the succession. 

“In politics, the Indonesians are very 
strict about following the rules,” the 
analyst said. “But they have a lot of 
rules to choose from." 


Russian-Iraqi Evasion 
Of Sanctions Suspected 
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By R. Jeffrey Smith 

Woshingion ftai Sen-ice 

WASHINGTON — United Nations 
inspectors in Iraq uncovered last fall 
what they considered highly unsettling 
evidence of a 1995 agreement by the 
Russian government to sell Iraq sophis- 
ticated fermentation equipment that 
could be used to develop biological 
weapons, according to sources. 

A confidential document prepared by 
Iraqi officials and seized by a UN in- 
spection team at a government ministry 
described lengthy negotiations leading 
to a deal worth millions of dollars, in- 
cluding discussions that took place 
roughly six months after Iraq's purchase 
of other biological materials aroused 
suspicion that Baghdad was concealing 
an immense germ warfare program, the 
sources continued. 

Moscow has not replied to a UN 
request six weeks ago for information 
about the deal, which included a 5,000- 
liter (1, 300-gallon) fermentation vessel 
that would ostensibly be used to make 
protein for animal feed. 

As a result, the inspectors are un- 


certain if Iraq received the equipment. 

The vessel is 10 times larger than the 
largest one Iraq has admitted using to 
brew an arsenal of deadly germs. 

The transaction would have violated 
a UN-authorized embargo on sales to 
Iraq of such sensitive materials, the 
sources said. 

“It's dual-purpose equipment,” one 
source said. "That’s exactly what you 
would need for a larae-scale biological 
plant" 

[A Russian Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man, Gennadi Tarasov, dismissed the re- 
port, according to Reuters, which quoted 
him as saying Thursday in Moscow: “We 
decisively deny these" crude inventions. 
Russia has never made any deals with 
Iraq that would violate Internationa] sanc- 
tions, moreover deals involving supplies 
of banned technologies.” 

[He said that a UN request for in- 
formation was sent ”on Feb. 8, not six 
weeks ago” and that the Russians had 
learned of it only Thursday. 

[Agence France- Presse reported that 
the U.S. defense secretary, William Co- 

See RUSSIA, Page 9 
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Europe’s Stance on Iraq: 
A Patchwork of Attitudes 

National Roles Outweigh a Unified Approach 


LEADING THE WAY — Ilya Kulik of Russia Finishing first in the 
Olympic figure skating short program. With high marks for artistry, 
the tiebreaker in the long program, he is likely to win. Page 22. 


■ Bjorn Dahlie of Norway becomes 
the first man to win six Winter 
Olympic gold medals. Page 22. 

• A Canadian snowboarder who 
tested positive for marijuana will 


get to keep his gold medal on a legal 
technicality. Page 23. 

• Snow, fog, wind and heavy rain in 
Nagano delays two more Olympic 
ski races. Page 23. 
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Starr’s Tactics Anger Actors in Clinton Drama 

‘Ugly' Questions for Lewinsky’s Mother Are Secret Service Agents Privileged? 


By John Vinocur 

tmemaiionot Herald Tribune 

PARIS — In dealing with the current 
Iraq crisis, Europe has responded with a 
series of individual, national positions 
cut off from much practical coordina- 
tion and a far cry from the community’s 
ideal of a unified European foreign 
policy. 

Yet, fragment by fragment, variation 
after special situation, a general set of 
attitudes, as opposed to a unified ap- 
proach, has emerged. The countries of 
the European Union will 


would be that of a Europe unable to 
provide an alternative to either the po- 
sitions of Mr. Saddam or the U.S. pres- 
ident. 

Europe will have again demonstrated 
that in matters of war and critical ele- 
ments of relations wiih the United 
States, national considerations make 
joint policy unlikely. Wharever con- 
cessions of identity are involved in es- 
tablishing a common currency, they do 
not operate at a depth comparable with 
the pull of Britain’s feeling about its 
special trans- Atlantic ties, the French 

— ■ desire for distance from 











, 3 By Brian Knowlton 

. ; ;.- rt£ * International Herald Tribune 

WASHINGTON — Monica Lewin- 
sky was returning to Washington on 
Thursday ready to testify before a grand 
.. -ji! jmy but angered by questioning of her 
fmother that appeared to have left the 
elder woman so distraught that her third 
appearance before the jury was delayed. 

Ms. Lewinsky is ‘ ‘ very angry ’ * about 
her mother’s questioning, said her law- 
yer, William Ginsbnrg. ‘It’s not nice, 
it’s ugly, and all Americans should take 
note of how far they're going in this 
-prosecution.” 

The jarring spectacle of a mother 
being compelled to testify against her 
^daughter appeared likely to increase the 
sense among a majority of Americans, 
I as reflected by opinion polls, that the 
v independent counsel, Kenneth Starr, 
j, has overstepped the boundaries of rea- 
$ flj® soaable investigation. 

• Mr. Stair was authorized Jan. 16 to 
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investigate allegations that President 
Bill Clinton had an 18-momh affair with 
Ms. Lewinsky and then sought to in- 
fluence her to lie about it. 

Mr. Starr has defended his tactics, 
which he said were necessary in in- 
vestigating "credible evidence of serious 
federal crimes.” The allegations against 

Americans are disgusted with the 
media. • Starr pressures key 
Whitewater witness. Page 3. 

Mr. Clinton include perjury, suborna- 
tion to perjury and obstruction of 
justice. 

Ms. Lewinsky's mother. Marcia 
Lewis, spent more than four hours be- 


Are Secret Service Agents Privileged? 

By David E. Sanger ^ “'“J b * executive privUeg 

and John M. Broler 9?^? * 


New Tunes Sen-ice 

WASHINGTON — Prosecutors in- 
vestigating President Bill Clinton’s re- 
lationship with a former White House 
intern have subpoenaed members of the 
Secret Service, setting up a new con- 
frontation with the Whitewater inde- 
pendent counsel over the Clinton ad- 
ministration's desire to restrict the 
testimony of close aides and the Secret 
Service. 

Government officials confirmed rhai 
the subpoenas had been issued to the 
Secret Service, but it remained unclear 
whether the independent counsel, Ken- 
neth Stan, was seeking the testimony of 


are covered by executive privilege. Mr. 
Clinton's lawyers contended that he 
cannot conduct the business of the pres- 
idency without assurance that he can 
talk in confidence to his top aides. 

The White House has tried to put 
some distance between its concerns 
over Mr. Starr’s investigation and the 
dispute over whether the Secret Service 
should be compelled to testify. Michael 
McCuny, the white House press sec- 
retary, said White House lawyers bad 
called their counterparts at the Justice 

See AGENTS, Page 9 


provide the basic logis- NEWS J 

deal support the Unired 

States wants if it decides to attack Sad- 
dam Hussein, while accepting, if not all 
endorsing on the same note, the use of 
force as a justified response to Iraq's 
refusal to heed the United Nations' in- 
junctions on weapons inspections. 

In the end, and with its own nuances, 
France, which has been reluctant to sup- 
port a military intervention, is expected 
to move into a roughly compatible po- 
sition, according to a European official 
who closely follows the situation. The 
effect would be a patchy, uneven fabric 
that would have to pass as the European 
stance, considering what the official 
said was the absence at the highest level 
of any serious discussion of a coor- 
dinated European approach. 

The continuing reality, however. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


LYSIS the Americans and prox- 

imity to the Arab world, 

and Germany's complex bonds to both 
the United States and Israel. 

In fact, none of the particular instincts 
of the three leading European players 
translates into leadership positions on 
foreign policy that the other countries 
can easily rally around. 

In continental Europe, for example, 
there are almost no reflexes comparable 
to the ones that have brought Britain, 
which currently holds the presidency of 
the, European Union, into active co- 
operation with the United States on 
planning an attack on Iraq. This side of 
Calais, there is no place that could go 
along with the public opinion sampling 
in Britain this week that gave strong 

See ALLIES, Page 9 
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Clinton Line-Item Veto Voided 
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fore, she was so drained by late af- 
See CLINTON, Page 9 
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under subpoena, according to a senior 
government official who spoke with 
The Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity. The subpoena went to a 
unif ormed patrol officer stationed at the 
White House, not a member of the per- 
sonal detail that has greatest access to 
the president, according to the offi- 
cial] 

The Secret Service has challenged 
any effort to force Mr. Clinton’s body- 
guards to testify, arguing that it would 
compromise their ability to protect the 
president The Treasury Department 
which oversees the Secret Service, has 
been negotiating with Mr. Starr to try to 
avert a court battle over the issuance of 
subpoenas. 

Mr. Starr has rejected White House 
claims that certain conversations be- 
tween Mr. Clinton and his close advisers 


A federal judge declared 
President Bill Clinton's 
line-item veto authority un- 
constitutional on Thursday, 
setting the stage for a Su- 
preme Court test over the 
power that Congress ceded 
to the president in 1996. * 
Hie law provides for a 
speedy appeal to the high 


court, bypassing an interme- 
diate appeals court 

Under the new authority, 
the president can reject sec- 
tions of spending bills with- 
out vetoing the foil measure. 

In June, the Supreme 
Court turned back a chal- 
lenge to the law, but on nar- 
row grounds. Page 3. 
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WINNING A ROUND — Casey Martin, a disabled 
American golfer, won a suit against the PGA Tour 
to allow him to use a motorized cart during tour- 
naments in which they are forbidden. Page 20. 
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A Desert Flooded / * Ground Zero 9 for Bad Weather •• 
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This Time , Peru Strives to Defy El Nino 




By Anthony Faiola 

Washington Post Service 


I CA, P era — la the debris that stretches for 
blocks in this flooded desert city, there 
once stood a shantytown called Hope. Elsa 
Apasa, standing next to a pile of sticks 
where her home used to be, spoke of the leveled 
neighborhood as a poor but kind place where 
adobe stores sold sodas and candy and friendly 
neighbors held all-night 'fiestas in their palm- 
covered shacks. 

But that was before El Nino pounded this city 
of 275,000 last week. 

“We woke up in hell — or at least some kind 
of bad movie,” said Mis. Apasa. 37, whose four 
children were playing nearby in muck — a 
perverse novelty in this normally parched city. 

Ica, four hours south of Lima by car, lies in 
Peru’s coastal desert region, where in an av- 
erage year there is 1 hardly any measurable rain- 
fall. Today, the city has been so thoroughly 
devastated by freakish floods that an estimated 
120,000 people are homeless. 

“The river banks broke, and the water poured 
out in currents,” Mrs. Apasa said. “It carried 
me down for blocks nnm I hit the waU of the 
school. I was screaming for my children. Every- 
one was screaming.” She began ctying. “We 
had a neighborhood here, but now we have a 
bunch of rocks and sticks.” 

The desperation in Ica underscores the reality 
that this nation is “ground zero” of (he at- 
mospheric phenomenon known as El Nino, 
which is triggered by an immense patch of warm 
water in the Pacific Ocean that shifts toward die 
Peruvian coast every few years and affects 
weather patterns worldwide. 

This winter, El Nino has been blamed for 
torrential rains in California, a crippling ice 
storm in Canada, scorching heat in Brazil and a 
Washington winter virtually without snow. 

Peruvian fishermen were the ones who 
coined die term El Nifio — or “the boy-child" 
— because it often begins to manifest itself 



hgmee France- ftnue 


President Alberto Fujimori, 
left, who is an engineer, 
declared all-out war on El 
Nino , traveling six days a 
week to oversee the 
government's response to 
the weather phenomenon. 
Preparations included a 
revamped drainage system 
for Tombes, right, parts of 
which were under water 
for eight months after the 
1983 El Nino ; this year, 
most floodwater in the 
northern city receded tit 
less than four days. 
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around Christmas. For the most superstitious 
here. El Nifio appears to be seeking revenge on 
the nation that first spoke its name. 

Scientists have flocked here to observe its 
effects. Rains have rumed Peru's largest desert 
into an instant Eden, where flamingos wade in 


pools of water; prairie grass and brilliant wild 
flowers are blooming where once there was 
nothing but dunes and scrub; higher ocean tem- 


peratures — about 5 degrees centigrade (9 de- 
grees Fahrenheit) above normal near the coast 
— have driven away fish that had provided food 
for sea lions and gulls, whose carcasses now 
litter the beaches. 

El Nino has scrubbed away parts of the Nazca 
Lines, immense and ancient figures scrawled in 
the desert near here. In some towns, people are 
living on roofs above inundated streets. Reports 
of mud slides and flash floods have grippal the 
nation, where weather reports have become the 


highest rated programs on radio and television. 

Experts say EL Nino this year is even more 
destructive than the vicious one of 1983, when 
hundreds of Peruvians died and the nation’s 
economic output plummeted 13 percent With 
three months to go before scientists expect it to 
have run its course, El Nifio 1998 has already 
killed 11 2 Peruvians. At least 80 more are 
missing, and hundreds of thousands of homes 
have been destroyed or flooded. 

Mud slides on the Pan American Highway 
and other main arteries have made it difficult to 
get food to cities, increasing prices in a country 
where about 50 percent' of the people live below 
the poverty line. Outbreaks of cholera and other 
flood-spawned illnesses are being reported in 
various areas, according to the Peruvian Red 
Cross. 

“There is no question that Pern, is at ground 
zero for Ei Nino — it is lapping right off its 


coast,” said Michael Glantz, senior scientist at 
the National Center for Atmospheric Research in 
Boulder, Colorado, who just returned from a 
survey of Peru. “We’ve got a world right now 
where everybody is blaming everything — plane 
crashes, freak storms — on El Nino, and often 
they’re wrong. But not in Peru. What’s hap- 
pening there is happening because of El Nino.” 


T HE PERUVIAN government, taking 
strict control of the crisis to the point of 
criticism from emergency aid groups, is 
trying hard to spare the nation the kind 
of long-lasting economic suffering it witnessed 
after 1983. Indeed. President Alberto Fujimori 
has declared ail-out war on El Nino, traveling 
six days a week to oversee the government's 
response — and bolstering his popularity rat- 
ings to levels not seen since he ordered an 
assault on terrorists holding the Japanese am- 


bassador’s residence in April. ■ . - 

“I will not accept, that you can’t fight El 
Nino,” Mr. Fujimon said in an interview. “We 
will not only fight it, we will beat it’ ’ 

Almost everyone here says that without Mr. 
Fujimori's preparations, the damage would be 
magnitudes worse. The president who is an 
engineer, mathematician and former university 
professor, began an infrastructure program in 
August that completely revamped drainage sys- 
tems in such northern cities as Piura and 
Tombes, which suffered the greatest devastation 
in 1983. Back then, parts of Tombes were under 
water for eight months; this year, most flood- 
water in the city receded in less than four days. 

In the newly lush desert regions, the gov- 
ernment is planting trees and building irrigation 
systems that could reclaim once arid regions for 
cattle range. To accelerate the project, Mr. 
Fujimori has cut taxes on livestock imports. 


Aviation Groups Pick Top Problems 

Common Safety Issues 
Could Speed Solutions 


By Don Phillips 

Washington Post Servic e 


WASHINGTON — Airlines, avi- 
ation manufacturers and the major U.S. 
pilots union for the first time agreed to 
push for a common air-safety agenda 
that they said they hoped would con- 
centrate resources on solutions that 
would save the most lives. 

Officials in the coalition said Wed- 
nesday that it was clear that by far the 
greatest threat to airline passengers 
worldwide comes from cockpit crews 


who fly perfectly good airplanes into the 
unde 


1 or somehow lose control in flight 
Jut in a media-driven age, they said, 
government regulators sometimes force 
airlines and manufacturers to spend re- 
sources on fixes of marginal value. 

Rather than chase every “issue du 
jour’ ' after crashes, the world would be 
better served by concentrating on a short 
list of "low-hanging fruit” in aviation 
safety, the officials said. They listed 
enhanced pilot training, new on-board 
navigation and collision-avoidance 
devices, fire-retardant cabin materials, 
turbulence injury prevention, new-gen- 
e ration child restraints, reduced main- 
tenance errors, ways to prevent engine 


explosions and better safety data. 


le Federal Aviation Administration 
and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration sent officials to a news 
conference to endorse the industry-un- 
ion effort, which includes the major 


manufacturers Boeing Co. and Airbus 
Industrie, all major engine manufac- 
turers, the Air Line Pilots Association, 
the Aerospace Industries Association 
and major airlines through the Air 
Transport Association. 

The. group, calling itself the Com- 
mercial Aviation Safety Strategy Team, 
spent a year hammering out its agenda, 
nominally aimed at reducing accident 
rates 80 percent in the next decade as 
recommended by the commission on 
aviation safety headed by Vice Pres- 
ident A1 Gore. 

Hanging over the aviation safely ini- 
tiative is the fear in the industry that 
even maintaining the current low crash 
rate, the number of crashes will rise as 
the number of planes in the air grows, 
Boeing has estimated chat if the accident 
rate is not dramatically decreased there 
will be a crash a week worldwide by 
2015 — including an average of seven 
to nine a year in the United States, which 
has never had more than seven major 
crashes in one year and often has none. 

The U.S. accident rate in the 1987- 
1996 decade was 0.5 major accidents 
per million departures, compared with 
0.7 for Western Europe, 4.8 for Eastern 


Europe and the republics of the former 
Soviet Union, 5.7 for Latin America and 


13 for Africa. 


Officials noted that despite (he low 
incidence of aviation deaths in the 
United States — compared with auto- 
mobiles or even accidental electrocu- 
tion — the public pays attention to 
crashes. Altera crash, public perception 
of aviation safety dips and government 
rushes in to satisfy public concern. 

Mike Rioux, senior vice president of 
the Air Transmit Association, said this 
led to “knee-jerk” reactions that lead 
regulators to ‘ ‘jump to the next issue du 
jour.” These issues may be desirable, he 
said, but they take time and staff away 
from the issues that could save far more 
lives. 

Asked to name these less-critical is- 
sues, Mr. Rioux mentioned; requiring 
heart defibrilators on aircraft, enhanced 
cabin air' quality, and some security 
matters such as 100 percent bag match. 

One example of a media-driven safety 
campaign offered by officials was the one 
that followed the ValuJet crash into the 
Everglades in 1995. The crash killed 1 10 
people and focased attention on smoke 
and fire safety systems in cargo holds. 
Mr. Rioux said such initiatives “are the 
right thing to do,” but they shouldn't’ 
demand so many resources because they 
rarely cause deaths. Material distributed 
by the group showed that the ValuJet 
crash was the only fatal crash caused by a 
cargo fire in the 1987-1996 decade. 

During the same period, 2,396 people 
died in crashes classified as “controlled 
flight into retrain, ” 312 of them on.U.S. 


Crash in Italy Kills 4 


Reuters 

PADUA, Italy — Four persons 
were killed and at least 50 injured 
Thursday in a pile-up involving 250 
vehicles on a foggy stretch of high- 
way in northeastern Italy, the police 
said. 

The crash occurred on the A- 13 
highway between Padua and 
Rovigo. The police said visibility 
was less than 60 meters <200 feet) at 
die time. 

Television pictures showed 
scores of crampled and burned 
cars. Some were still afire. Others 
had plunged down a grass bank into 
ditch. 

“There are four people dead,” a 
police spokesman said. Some vic- 
tims were reported to have burned 
to death. 


Chaos in Sierra Leone Capital 


OmjeMby OwSu&Fnm » Duptadia 

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone — Siena 
Leone's capital slid into anarchy on 
Thursday as Nigerian-led regional 
troops battling the country’s ruling junta 
closed in on the city center, witnesses 
said. 

Hundreds of thousands of civilians 
were caught between battling forces in 
tiie besieged city, facing artillery bom- 
bardments, looting and a critical short- 
age of food and medical supplies. 

Residents said many junta soldiers 
and former rebels allied to them had 
taken off their uniforms. as the army's 
command and control appeared to he 
breaking down. Civilians were reported 
beheaded at roadblocks mounted by 
pro-junta youths. 

There has been no official word for 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 


airlines. Such crashes are almost always 
caused by human error, with a fit aircraft 
remaining in control literally until it hits 
the ground. Another 222 1 people died 
in crashes attributed to loss of control in 
flight. 482 of them on U.S. airlines. 
Loss-of-control crashes are also often 
human-caused. 

Those two types of crashes were by far 
the greatest aviation'kUleis between 1987 
and 1996. The next-greatest killer, sab- 
otage, is a distant third, wife 607 deaths. 
One statistic developed by the group il- 
lustrates how the United States can solve 
an aviation problem that still plagues the 
rest of the world. There were no U.S. 
airline deaths from midair collisions 
while 506 dial on foreign airlines. 


days from the Armed Forces Ruling 

“>lonel 


Council, led by Lieutenant Colonel 
Johnny Paul Koromab. His own where- 
abouts remained unclear. 

Mortar shells rained in on several 
parts of the capital as thousands of des- 
perate civilians ran the gantlet of ma- 
rauding pro-junta youths to seek shelter 
in die national stadium. 

The medical charity Doctors Without 
Borders said that its surgical team in 
Conna ug ht Hospital had treated 122 
people since shelling increased Wed- 
nesday night. Twelve had since died 
About 5,000 people who fled earlier 
fighting in the eastern outskirts of the 
city and had no relatives on the west side 
wens gathered in the national stadium. 
An additional 400 civilians sought 


Dubai Carrier to Start Issuing Visas 


WEATHER 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (Reuters) — Emirates Air- 
lines, Dubai’s government-owned carrier, said Thursday it 
would issue its passengers entry visas at some of its offices 
around the world starting next week. 

It said the Dubai Department of Immigration had authorized 
it to issue the visas to encourage tourism during a monthlong 
shopping festival starting March 19. Dubai is one of the seven 
emirates that make up the United Arab Emirates federation. 


Cruises are the fastest-growing business' in British tour- 
ism, and ticket sales could top 1 million a year by 2001, said 
one of the country's leading fly-cruise opera tots, Thomson 
Cruises. (Reuters) 


Have Stocks Topped ? 

Stocks Will Have a Bear Market. 

If you share the opinion it's time to look at 
alternative investments call for my free 
currency trading information package today. 
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shelter in the compound of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red Cross, 
aid workers said. 

“The situation is extremely bad,” 
said a Red Cross spokesman, Michael 
Kleiner, speaking by telephone from 
Geneva. 

He called on soldiers from both sides 
to spare civilian fives. “Under inter- 
national humanitarian law,” he said, 
“this is clearly a situation that should 
not happen. Civilians are being caught 
up in tne fighting.” 

Mr. Kleiner said a large majority of 
the dty.’s estimated 700,000 residents 
were trapped between -’-the" battling 
forces. 

A Nigerian-led West African inter- 
vention force has been advancing on the 
city.since Feb. 5, trying to force out the 
junta and return the elected president, 
AhroedTejan Kabbah, to power. 1 

Late Wednesday night, according to a 
pirate radio station loyal to Mr: Kabbah, 
Nigerian soldiers penetrated the city, 
taking control of Freetown’s main port 
Sad a fetry terminal. 

Despite some lulls in the 
small arms and artillery fire and 
bombing raids continued Thursday. 

Civilians fleeing bombardments 
faced more danger from youths armed 
with daggers, machetes and clubs 
spiked with nails who searched for “en- 
emies” at checkpoints across the city. 

* ‘Several people have been beheaded 
at checkpoints,” one resident said by 
telephone. “It’s a nightmare out 
there.” (Reuters. AP) 
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North America 
Clouds and perhaps a law 
flurries in the Northeast 
Saturday, then dry and 
turning milder Sunday and 


Monday. A storm crosahig 
“ Ales wriu 


the southern Rockies 
firing snow and rein show- 
ers to New Mexico and 
southern Colorado, then 
soaking rain and thunder- 
storms fo Texas by Mon- 
day. 


Europe 

Unseasonably warm 
across centra! and western 
Europe Saturday through 
Monday. London and Pans 
will be sunny and dry with 
htghs in the rrtkkJe teens. 
The Middle East will be 
rather cool with soaking 
rain In Turkey. Syria and 
Iraq. Sunny and dry m 
Rome and Amerts. 


Asia 

Cloudy and mild with rain 
si Nagano Saturday, then 
brisk with mountain snow 
showers Sunday. It may 
ran or snow in Bering Sat- 
urday. then dry and tuning 
milder through Monday. 
Soaking rain is Jikefy m 
southeastern China, while 
most of Southeast Asia wHl 

Os sunny, dry and warm 


Africa 
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Away Frtmi 
Politics 

• A woman who suffered a severe 

head injury when a wind-driven 
balloon in New York City's 
Thanksgiving Day parade knocked 
part of a /amppost onto her has 
taken the first step in filing a $95 
million lawsuit against the city. 
Kathleen Carolina, 34. spent almost 
a month in a coma after fierce 
winds sent the Cat in the Hal bal- 
loon out of control. (AP ) 

• A college dropout who sent 

threatening e-mail to dozens of 
Asian students at the University of 
California, Irvine, was convicted of 
committing a hate crime in cyber- 
space. A jury found Richard 
Machado. 21 , guilty of a civil rights 
violation in one of the first suc- 
cessful federal prosecutions of a 
hate crime via the Internet. He 
could be sentenced to up to one year 
in federal prison and ordered to pay 
a $ 100,000 fine. (AP) 

• A nonprofit group has officially 

taken over much of the manage- 
ment of New York's Central 
Park. The group, the Central Park 
Conservancy, will direct the park s 
daily operations while New York 
City will handle larger decisions, 
including the deployment of police 
officers. (NYT) 

• The Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Dallas has agreed to pay a total of 
$5 million to settle sexual abuse 
lawsuits involving two former 

priests. The plaintiffs, four men and 

one woman, said they were abusol 
iu the early 1980s. (AP) 
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Judge Voids 

Line-Item 
Veto Power 

Supreme Court to Decide 
On President's Authority 

T he Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal judge 
. declared President Bill Clinton’s line- 
item veto authority unconstitutional on 
Thursday.setting the stage for a Supreme 
Court test over the power that Congress 
ceded to the president in 1996. 

• The law provides for a speedy appeal 
to the high court, bypassing an inter- 
mediate appeals court. 

“The Line-Item Veto Act is uncon- 
stitutional because it impermissibly dis- 
njpts the balance of powers among the 
three branches of government," said 
Judge Thomas Hogan of U.S. District 
Court. 

The act, the judge said, “impermiss- 
ibly crosses the line between acceptable 
delegations of rulemaking authority and 
unauthorized surrender to the president 
of an inherently legislative function, 
namely, the authority to permanently 
shape Jaws and package legislation." 

Under the new authori ty. the president 
can reject sections of spending bills 
without vetoing the entire measure. 

In June, the Supreme Court turned 
back a challenge to the law. but on 
narrow grounds. It ruled that six mem- 
bers of Congress who challenged the 
veto authority lacked proper legal stand- 
ing to bring the case. 

The court made it clear then that the 
law could be challenged by anyone af- 
fected by a line-item veto once the pres- 
ident exercised die authority. 

Mr. Clinton used the veto power 82 
times last year, striking $1.9 billion in 
spending projected over five years. 
When he used it for the first time, on 
Aug. 1 1, he declared. “The Washington 
rules have changed for good, and for the 
good of the American people.” 

He vetoed 38 military construction 
projects in the spending bill for 1998. In 
response, angry lawmakers voted over- 
whelmingly to restore them and ex- 
pressed serious doubts about the merits 
of the veto authority. 

The case acted on Thursday was ini- 
tiated by New York City’s mayor, 
Rudolph Giuliani. 

The city contended that it was un- 
fairly targeted by Mr. Clinton when he 
canceled a section of the federal budget 
bill that would havelettfae city and state 
raise taxes on hospitals and pass those 
charges along to the federal government 
in the form of Medicaid billings. 

The city argued that the line-item 
veto violated bedrock principles sep- 
arating the functions of the Congress, 
which creates laws, and the executive 
branch, which administers them. 

Supporters of the act contend, 
however, that it grants the president 
only limited discretion on some federal 
spending bills. 

In the court hearing of the suit, the 
Justice Department argued that the veto 
merely gives the president five days 
after he receives a spending bill from 
Congress to decide whether to spend the 
money as intended by Lawmakers or 
apply it instead to cutting the federal 
debt. 

New York's lawsuit involved an es- 
timated $ 2.6 billion in disputed federal 
Medicaid payments made to New York 
hospitals since 1992. The Clinton ad- 
ministration contends that the state re- 
ceived too much and wants some of it 
returned. 

Mr. Clinton’s veto struck a paragraph 
in the federal budget bill that would 
have settled the dispute in New York’s 
favor. 

The deputy mayor of New York, 
Randy Mastro, said, "This was an un- 
constitutional act that would have cost 
the city as much as $2.5 billion over 
time, and therefore we are very pleased 
with the court's decision." 
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Outside Inquiry Is Set 
On a Clinton Official 

Reno Asks for Look at Babbit Fund-Raising 
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We hate it, give us more: Monica Lewinsky’s mother, Marcia Lewis, leaving a Washington courthouse after 
testifying before a grand jury looking into an alleged affair between her daughter and President Bill Clinton. 

Americans Profess Disgust With Media 

They Say They’re ‘Sick’ of Sex Scandal, but Ratings Tell Different Story 


By Howard Kurtz 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Barbara Bryni- 
arski has had it with the media's pursuit 
of Monica Lewinsky. 

“I just won’t turn it on anymore," 
said Ms. Bryniarski, 42. a trade pub- 
lication editor from Chevy Chase, 
Maryland. “I'm sick of it. I*m sick of 
watching the photographers trample 
people. It’s disgusting.'' 

Linda Shaw, 47, a federal grants ad- 
ministrator from Rockville, Maryland, 
is also fed up with the coverage. “For 
weeks and weeks and weeks it was 
Paula Jones, Paula Jones, Paula Jones. ” 
she said. “Then came Monica.” 

The anger at die media over the in- 
vestigation of President Bill Clinton and 
a former White House intern is like the 
cresting of a wave that has been gath- 
ering strength for years. The emotion is 
unmistakable in a torrent of calls, letters 
and e-mail messages: “Garbage mon- 
gers.” “Cannibals." "Jackals.” 
"Character assassination." 

By every available measure, the Lew- 
insky story is becoming a cultural 
benchmark of public dissatisfaction that 
may resonate for years. In a conver- 
sation with 13 residents of the Wash- 
ington area brought together by a re- 
search firm for The Post, a majority 
compared the Lewinsky saga to the O. J. 


Simpson trial as a case study in media 
excess. Most said that the accusations 
that Mr. Clinton asked Ms. Lewinsky to 
lie about a relationship with him were 
unimportant and that they want more 
news about the U.S. standoff with Iraq. 

But this denunciation of journalism, 
as in the Simpson case, contains the 
seeds of its own contradiction. The same 
public that complains abour saturation 
coverage is devouring that coverage in 
record numbers, encouraging news pro- 
viders to keep serving it up. 

In the past, anti-media feelings have 
been strongest among certain segments 
of the public. Conservatives viewed the 
press as too soft on Mr. Clinton. Tra- 
ditionalists worried about sensational- 
ism. 

Now these critics have been joined by 
many Clinton supporters and those who 
feel reporters should stop poking into 
private lives. Many others are simply 
turned off by what they see as overkill. 

Journalists, said Elaine Fink, a 55- 
year-old technical writer, "are like a 
dog with a bone." 

“They get ahold of something and 
there’s nothing else in the paper or on 
the TV or on the radio but that story for 
months," she said. 

The credibility of the news media 
seems to be at a low ebb among Amer- 
icans, whether they watch the news re- 
ligiously or barely glance at a paper. 


“I generally don’t mist what they 
say,” said Arshon Parker, 25, a stu- 
dent 

Ms. Fink said: ‘ 'Everyone wants to be 
first. People are not ’checking their 
sources. I don’t watch CNN just for that 
reason.” 

There was also unanimity among 
those interviewed by The Post that the 
intense coverage of the Lewinsky story 
is motivated by a scramble for ratings 
and circulation. 

"It's tabloid news," said Sara 
Kaskowitz, 32, a job recruiter. “Any- 
thing that will help sell the newspa- 
per." 

The growing distrust of the media 
comes through in virtually every poll. 
Fifty-six. percent of those surveyed in a 
Post poll last week said the news media 


have treated Mr. Clinton unfairly during 
the scandal. Nearly three-quarters of 
those questioned in Post and CNN sur- 
veys said the Lewinsky stray was get- 
ting “too much coverage.” Four out of 
five in a Freedom Forum poll say the 
news media are mostly interested in 
attracting a large audience. 

That they have done. During die scan- 
dal 's peak. CNN and MSNBC doubled 
their usual ratings, and Fo.x News Chan- 
nel’s numbers rose 1 21' percent. USA 
Today distributed 500,000 extra copies 
one day; Time’s newsstand sales 
jumped by 100 . 000 . 


By David Johnston 

York rimes Service 

WASHINGTON — Attorney Gen- 
eral Janet Reno has decided to ask a 
judicial panel zc appoint an outside 
prosecutor to investigate Interior Sec- 
retary Brace Babbitt's role in his 
agency's action to kill an Indian 
gambling project. 

Ms. Reno asked the panel to instruct 
the new counsel, the sixth one to be 
appointed during the Clinton admin- 
istration, to look ar whether Mr. Babbitt 
lied to Congress and whether the de- 
cision to kill the project was "crim- 
inally corrupted. " 

But the charter she proposed for the 
Babbitt inquiry was notably narrow in 
scope, and would not permit the new 
independent counsel the latitude to in- 
vestigate broader campaign fund-rais- 
ing issues, as many prominent Repub- 
licans have sought.’ 

Ms. Reno's decision comes at a hard 
time for the White House, creating a 
second front of vulnerability at the same 
time that President Bill Clinton's aides 
battle another independent prosecutor, 
Kenneth Starr. He is conducting the 
investigation into the presideni's~rela- 
tionship with Monica Lewinsky, the 
former White House intern. 

The appointment of the fourth in- 
dependent prosecutor to investigate one 
of Mr. Clinton's cabinet officers is the 
first outside inquiry into political fund- 
raising. Ar the least, ir threatens to in- 
volve Mr. Babbitt and his aides in a 
time-consuming, expensive and poten- 
tially threatening inquiry into whether 
Mr. Babbitt's agency killed the Chip- 
pewa casino project in Hudson, Wis- 
consin, in return for campaign contri- 
butions from rival tribes. 

Mr. Babbitt said he was disappointed 
by the decision and that the Interior 
Department’s action on the Indian proj- 
ect "was the right one, made on the 
merits for the right reasons.” 

"Those who made the decision have 
testified unanimously that they were not 
influenced by improper political pres- 
sure," he said in a statement released by 
his office while he was traveling to the 
Everglades. “If it's true that only an 
independent counsel can resolve a mat- 
ter like this if it involves a cabinet 
secretary, then I think the list of hidden 
costs one has to pay for public service 
has just grown a little longer.” 

Mr. Clinton expressed confidence 
that Mr. Babbitt would be exonerated. 

*.*I have known Brace Babbitt for 
many years. He is a man of the highest 
integrity and dedicated public servant. I 
am convinced that when this matter is 
concluded he will be vindicated," the 
president said. “I look forward to his 
continuing service to die American 
people." 

Ms. Reno’s decision also comes’at a 
moment of debate over independent 
counsel inquiries. Mr. Clinton's aides 
have attacked Mr. Starr for roaming far 
beyond his original mandate — probing 
the Whitewater land deal — to inves- 
tigate the Lewinsky case. 

If Mr. Starr's widening inquiry ex- 
emplifies how independent prosecutors 
extend their jurisdictional boundaries. . 


Starr Raises Pressure on Key Whitewater Witness 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In a last-ditch 
effort to secure her cooperation. White- 
water prosecutors have offered to let 
Susan McDougal testify by videotape 
away from a grand jury, but they sug- 
gested that if that plan were rejected, she 
would risk further prosecution. 

In a Jan. 21 letter, the text of which 
was obtained by The Associated Press, 
the prosecutors called their offer "quite 


extraordinary and to our knowledge 
without precedent." 

Mrs. McDougaJ , a former Whitewater 
business partner of President B ill Clin- 
ton and his wife, Hillary, has been jailed 
on civil contempt charges for 17 months 
for refusing a federal judge’s order to 
answer Whitewater prosecutors’ ques- 
tions before a federal grand jury. 

She has portrayed herself as a polit- 
ical prisoner, saying she even had been 


Vatican Hails Cuba’s Release 
Of Several Dozen Prisoners 

But Number Appears to Fall Far Short of Papal Request 


By Vera Haller 
Washington Post Service 

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican on 
Thursday announced that Cuba had re- 
leased several dozen prisoners, partially 
meeting an appeal for clemency made 
by Pope John Paul H during his hip there 
lost month. 

A Vatican statement said those freed 
had been on a list of several hundred 
prisoners, including many dissidents, 
whose release the Vatican had sought 
from Cuban officials during the Pope's 
visit. The Pope also had publicly called 
on authorities while in Cuba to free 
“prisoners of conscience.” 

“The Vatican is delighted with this 
notable step which represents a concrete 
protspect for hope for the future of that 
noble nation,” the statement said. It said 
the gesture by the Communist govern- 
ment was .“an act of clemency and 
goodwill to mark the visit of Pope John 
Paul to Cuba.” 

The Vatican did not name the freed 
persons or give the crimes for which 
they had been held It said only that 
several dozen prisoners from the Vat- 
ican’s list had been freed. The list had 
been compiled by Cardinal Angelo 
Sodano, the Vatican’s secretary of stale 
and top diplomat, based on information 
that relatives and human rights groups 
had supplied in the months leading up to 
the Pope's trip. 

The Vatican statement said that the 
Cuban government also had agreed to 
reduce fie prison terms of another group 


of prisoners, but again did not say who 
they were or how many were involved. 

Cubans enthusiastically received the 
Pope during the first visit ever made by 
a pontiff to the island on Jan. 21-25. He 


denied medical care for a breast tumor. 
She says she refuses to testily because 
she believes Kenneth Starr, the inde- 
pendent counsel investigating the 
Whitewater case, is trying to get her to 
lie to incriminate the president. 

Mr. Starr’s office has denied her al- 
legations and has said she would be 
freed as soon she testifies, calling her 
testimony essential since her fomier 
husband, James McDougal, began co- 
operating in 1996. 

‘ ‘The purpose of this letter is to make 
a proposal fiat I hope and believe can 
resolve Ms. McDougal ’s contempt situ- 
ation entirely,” an associate independ- 
ent counsel Michael Emraick, wrote to 
Mrs. McDougal’s lawyers. 

If she were to accept the latest offer, 
"we would agree not to prosecute Ms. 
McDougal for criminal contempt, ob- 
struction of justice or any crimes related 
to her refusal to comply with the court's 


order," the letter states. In May, the 
Arkansas grand jury that Mr. Starr's 
office has used to investigate White- 
water will expire, and U.S. District 
Judge Susan Webber Wright will have 
to free Mrs. McDougal on the civiJ 
conrempt charge. 

At that point, prosecutors could im- 
panel a new grand jury and issue a new 
subpoena demanding Mrs. McDougaJ ’s 
testimony. If she refused again, pros- 
ecutors could again ask the judge to 
imprison heron civil conrempr charges. ' 
Alternatively, the prosecutors could 
proceed, as the letter suggests, with a 
criminal prosecution for contempt and 
obstruction of justice, ebarges that 
could result in a prison term. 

Mr. Starr’s office declined immediate 
comment Wednesday. But Mrs. Mc- 
Dougal's brother, William Henley, sug- 
gested the latest offer still would be 
unacceptable to his sister. 


Republicans have hoped that the Babbitt 
inquiry would be a spear-point for a 
much broader campaign finance inves- 
tigation into the frenzy of Democratic 
fund-raising in the 1996 campaign 
along with related issues, like whether 
the Chinese government improperly in- 
fluenced the political process. 

But Ms. Reno appeared Wednesday 
to have tried to head off any such effort 
by the Babbitt independent prosecutor, 
who will be named not by Ms. Reno but 
by a three-judge panel. 


POLITICAL NOT 


Clinton Seeks Rise 
In Minimum Witge 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton and Demvrauc con- 
gressional leaders called Thursday 
for increasing the minimum wage 
, by $ 1 an hour as pan of an election- 
year agenda that includes hiring 
teachers, expanding Medicare cov- 
erage and protecting patient rights. 

£h a show of uniiy. Mr. Clinton 
joined the House minority leader. 
Dick Gephardt of Missouri, and the 
Senate minority leader. Tom 
Daschle of South Dakota, on Cap- 
itol Hill to lay out a 1 998 legislative 
game plan. 

"We’ve sot to stay the path of 
fiscal discipline." Mr. Clinton told 
the Democrats. "We dare not aban- 
don ir.” 

He cited the booming economy 
and gave credit to the Democratic 
leadership for helping enact ini- 
tiatives he has supported. 

Mr. Clinton said the programs 
were not a political agenda. But it 
was clear that the issues were 
chosen to draw contrasts with Re- 
publicans this November when the 
enure House and one-third of the 
Senate face re-election. (AP) 

Judicial Nominee 
Wins Confirmation 

WASHINGTON — What some 
Republicans had once hoped would 
be an opportunity to press the claim 
that President Bill Clinton is filling 
the courts with out-of-control 
judges became instead a low-key 
debate that has ended in the con- 
firmation of Margaret Morrow to 
be a U.S. district judge in Cali- 
fornia. 

A handful of conservative sen- 
ators, relying on information from a 
conservative lobbying group, had 
singled out Ms. Morrow, a Los 
Angeles lawyer, as an example to 
bolster their case that Mr. Clinton 
was damaging the federal court sys- 
tem by naming "activist judges.” 
But Ms. Morrow proved to be a 
poor target, winning enthusiastic 
endorsements from several prom- 
inent Republican lawyers in her 
home state. 

In addition. Senator Omn Hatch, 
Republican of Utah and chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, said in 
a speech on fie floor Wednesday 
that he did not believe there was 
any evidence that Ms. Morrow 
would be a "judicial activist," as 
some of his colleagues bad argued. 
Ms. Morrow was confirmed by a 
vote of 67 to 28, with 25 Repub- 
licans voting in her favor. (NYT) 

Quote/Unquote 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, reflect- 
ing on fie 24-hour media, such as 
the Internet, that in some cases have 
instantaneously flashed false news 
about her husband around the 
world: "There used to be this old 
saying that the lie can be halfway , 
around the world before the truth , 
gets its boots on. Well, today, the Lie i 
can be twice around the world be- i 
fore the truth gets out of bed to find 
its boots.” (NYT) 


also was warmly welcomed by Pres- 
ident Fidel Castro, who has headed the 
island's government since 1959. While 
in Cuba, the Pope had called for greater 
religious freedom and human rights. 

While the Vatican said it was en- 
couraged by the release of the prisoners, 
U.S. officials said it fell short of ex- 
pectations. The State Department 
spokesman, James Rubin, said the par- 
dons were “woefully inadequate” be- 
cause they were far less than the Vatican 
had sought 

“These are a very small number,” 
Mr. Rubin said. “There are dozens of 
political, prisoners in Cuba, and we 
would like to see them all released, not 
just those who have conducted hunger 
strikes." 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Rightist Party Propels India’s Communists Toward the Center 


BRIEFLY 


By John F. Burns 

New York Times Service 

ONARPUR, India — When Jyoti. 
Basn arrived for an election rally, in this 
town on the southern Mages of Cal- 
cutta, a crowd of about 25,000 people 
greeted him with shouts of “ Lai Sa- 
laam/'' meaning “Red Salute!” 

The podium was draped with red 
bunting and a hammer-aad-sickle in- 
signia. Mr. Basu's first words were in a 
similar vein. “Comrades,” he said, “I 
bring you fraternal greetings!” 

In an India increasingly enamored of 
American-style capitalism, Mr. Basn 
might be taken for a man out of his time. 
At 83, he is the pre-eminent figure in 
India's fractured Communist Party. For 
20 years, he has been chief minister of 
West Bengal, a state with 75 million 
people. 

His base is Calcutta, a city of 12 
million people with dying industries and 
festering slums that is an archetype of 
problems that accumulated in the de- 
cades when India took the Soviet Union 


for Jes economic model. Despite the 
Communists' failures, Mr. Basu re- 
mains hugely popular. 

“I love Comrade Jyoti and 
everything he stands for,” said Vish- 
w anath Mitra, a skinny, stubble-bearded 
man who sai in the crowd clutching a red 
banner. Mr. Mitra, 42, said be bad 
worked for years as a painter for 3.50 
rupees an hour, barely 30 cents in the 
1 9/ 0s, before Communist reforms in- 
creased his daily pay to 60 rupees, now 
about SI .50. 

“All I have achieved in life, I have 
achieved through this flag,” Mr. Mitra 
said. 

But as Indians prepare for a general 
election that will c ulmina te in a final 
round of voting on March 7, Commu- 
nists across India are having to do some 
fresh thinking. 

For several years now, Mr. Basu’s 
government has been hailed by Western 
business executives as one of the most 
investment-friendly among India's 25 
states, to the point that some Indians 
question whether Mr. Basu's faction of 


Renewed Indonesia Fires 
Worry Southeast Asia 


By Michael Richardson 

International Hero Id Tribune 

SINGAPORE — With the Indone- 
sian government short of money and 
preoccupied with an economic crisis 
that threatens to lead to serious social 
unrest, concern is growing in Singapore 
and Malaysia that the region will again 
be smothered in smoke pollution from 
uncontrolled forest fires in Indonesia. 

Last year, such fires caused wide- 
spread health problems, disrupted air 
and sea traffic, and hit Southeast Asia's 
multibillion-doUar tourist industry. 

Scientists and weather experts 
warned on Thursday that if the fires 
continued to gain a strong foothold in 
Indonesian K alimantan and Sumatra, 
then Brunei, ' Malaysia, Singapore, 
southern Thailand and the Philippines 
could see a repeat of the pollution that 
blotted our the sun for days at a time in 
the worst-affected areas between Au- 
gust and November and prompted many 
tourists to cancel their vacation plans. 

This would be a major blow for a 
region already battered by a currency' 
and banking crisis, and now facing the 
specter of rising unemployment and in- 
flation as economic growth slows 
sharply, economists said. 

Indonesian officials said in Jakarta on 
Thursday that satellite photographs 
showed more than 90 “hot spot" areas, 
up from 23 last week, that were affected 
by new or resurgent fires in parts of 
Kalimantan and Borneo, gripped by one 
of the worst droughts in living 
memory. 

* ‘We could certainly be in for a repeat 
of last year if the fires keep burning/* 
said Steve Tamplin, regional adviser on 
environmental health in the World - 
Health Organization office in Manila. 
“Firefighters couldn’t do very much to 
contain the fires once they got start- 
ed.” 

This is because in East Kalimantan 
Province on the island of Borneo, where 
most of Che fires are blazing, there are 
vast dried-out peat and coal seams close 
to the surface. Once they catch fire, they 
are very difficult to put out. They also 
release poisonous sulfur and nitrogen 
pollutants into the atmosphere along 
with heavy smoke. 

Soetarso, a senior official at the Co- 
ordinating Board for National Disaster 
Management in Jakarta, said recently 
that the Indonesian government hoped 
the fires would not spread smoke to 
other countries. “We might not have the 
money to fight the fire because of our 
economic problems.” he added. 

Such comments and the apparent in- 
ability of Indonesian authorities to con- 
trol the fires, despite an official baa on 
burning and evidence that most are de- 
liberately set by plantation companies 
.or farmers to clear land for develop- 
ment, are causing increasing concern in 
neighboring countries that have to bear 
the consequences. 


RECRUITMENT 


Malaysia is especially worried be- 
cause it will be host to the Common- 
wealth Games in September, the month 
in which the air pollution was at its 
unheal thiest in 1997. 

Malaysian leaders fear that a recur- . 
rence this year of the pall of smoke from 
Indonesian fires, which traps transport 
- and industrial fumes to create noxious 
smog, will deter athletes from com- 
peting. 

Singapore also has health and eco- 
nomic concerns. Environment and 
Health Minister Yea Cheow Ton g said 
recently that die government was keep- 
ing- a close watch on the situation and 
helping to alert the Indonesian author- 
ities to new fires using satellite pic- 
tures. 

“What we would like to do is to 
understand from them their capabilities 
at the present moment for fighting those 
fires, he said. 

Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia 
agreed on a joint action plan in Decem- 
ber to prevent a recurrence of the smoke 
pollution, under which Jakarta agreed to 
improve its fire-fighting capabilities. 

The International Monetary Fund's 
managing director, Michel Camdessus, 
said recently that Indonesia was unable 
to use its special reforestation fund .to 
help cope with die fires last year be- 
cause the money had been earmarked 
for a “national" car project. 

When the IMF started looking at In- 
donesia’s finances to draw up a loans- 
for-refotms package, he said, it found a 
“well-endowed” reforestation fund 
that Was intended to help replant and 
protect the country's tropical forests, 
the second largest in the world after 
Brazil. 

• But no money had been taken from it 
to fight the forest fires or set up better 
anti-fire defenses, Mr. Camdessus told 
an anti-corruption business forum in 
Paris. 

. “When asked why the money hadnot 
been spent, we were told it was because 
it had been set aside for the project to 
create a national car," he said. 

“Little is known about this extra- 
budgetary Reforestation Food, but it 
contains billions of dollars drawn from 
timber taxes," said Gerry van Klinken, 
editor of Inside Indonesia, a magazine 
published from Melbourne. “Admin- 
istered via presidential decree, it has 
long been a convenient fund for many 
other purposes beyond restoring forest 
cover. ’ 

He said that its major use was to 
provide cheap loans to commercial tim- 
ber plantation companies, which re- 
planted cut forests with quick-growing 
pine or acacia trees for pulp factories. 

' Indonesian environmentalists and 
some officials blame plantation compa- 
nies, many with close connections to the 
government, for starting most of the 
fires because it the cheapest and quick- 
est way of clearing forest and scrub land 
for commercial development 


the party, the. Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), remains Communist in any- 
thing but name. . 

Now, another ideological somersault 
seems to be imminent, forced by the 
political arithmetic of the election. Only 
20 months ago, after a general election 
in 1996 that produced the most 
splintered Pa rliamen t in India's history, 
Mr. Basu was invited to become prime 
minister in a coalition government of 13 
regional and leftist parties. 

Under pressure from Communist 
hard-liners, Mr. Basu refused, saying 
that the party did hot wish to com- 
promise its principles by heading a gov- 
ernment that it could not fully control. . 

Mr. Basu later described the decision 
as a “historic blunder/’ But by then (he 
coalition government, under two 
lackluster prime ministers from center- 
left parties, was stumbling toward polit- 
ical oblivion, finally collapsing in 
December 1997. 

This led to. the current election, and 
polls that have established a further rise 
in popularity of the Bharatiya Janata 


. Party, the rightist Hindu nationalist 
group whose specter farced the accom- 
modations between squabbling groups 
that produced the coalition government 
in 1996. 

This time, Mr. Basu and the Com- 
munist Party of India (Marxist) have 
said they will join a coalition and will 
agree to Mr. Basu's heading ix, if the 
opportunity arisen. The reasons for the 
change of heart were made clear in his 
speech at the rally here, in which he said 
that the rise of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party bad confronted Indians with a 
Choice as crucial as -any since inde- 
pendence in 1947. 

Although the Bharatiya Janata Party 
has never been closer to winning an 
election, it has chosen not to play down 
elements in its creed that have prompted 
critics to say that it favors a “Muslim 
bashing” I ndia in which 700 million 
Hindus would suppress the rights of 120 
million Muslims. 

In its election manifesto, the parly has 
advocated a raft of policies that are 
anathema to Muslims, including plans 


to build a Hindu temple on the siteof a 
16th<eutuiy mosque, in die northern 
ejey of Ayodhya, that was destroyed by a 
Hindu npob bnDec. 6, 1992. 

To Mr. Basu. an atheist raised m a 
Hindu family, the Bharatiya Janata 
party 's plans amount to an assault on tho 

y. f iiuir 


down by Mohandas Gandhi and othets; 
in the' independence generation. “'Hte'-’ 
choice before us has never Beenmore; 
clear, or more cruciaL’ * the Onm^np^rr 
leader said. .*:/ 

“After 5,000 years of avilnaticfflt.vdo. 
we want an India where potiticaLpQwer. 
will rest with people who. destroy, 
mosques? ' r 

“Do we want to be ruled by ban-r 
barians who will attempt to drad&^bnj. 
communal lines? Or do you'wanfan., 
India where all people are. treated 
equally, whatever then: religion, their 
caste or ethnic group? 

“I say to aD of you, this is a dan- 
gerous moment in oar history, so you 1 , 
must think very carefully before yon 
vote.” 






its.:. 
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A bush fire burning down to a road in East Kalimantan, Borneo, one of several areas hit by blazes in Indonesia. 


Australia President 
Will Be Appointed, 
Delegates Agree 

Reuters 

CANBERRA — Australia's 
constitutional conference decided 
Thursday that an Australian repub- 
lic should be led by an appointed 
president with the power to dismiss 
governments. 

The convention settled on a pre- 
ferred republican model ahead of a 
final but nonbinding vote Friday on 
whether Australia should sever its 
210-year-old ties with Britain and 
drop Queen Elizabeth as head of 
state. 

The convention's 152 delegates 
had been split between those who 
favored a direct public vote to elect 
a president and those who believed 
the country's political leader, the 
prime minister, should make that 
choice. A compromise between re- 
publican factions cleared the way 
for a consensus on how the new 
head of state would be elected. 

If the convention votes for a re- 
public on Friday, Prime Minister 
John Howard has promised a na- 
tional vote in 1999. 

Under the republican model, 
which can still be changed before 
the conference winds up Friday, a 
president would replace the 
queen’s representative, the gov- 
ernor-general. 

The current system of an elected 
government led by a prime minister 
wpuld remain, but the president 
would be head of state, chosen for a 
five-year term by the prime min- 
ister and opposition leader and ap- 
proved by Parliament. 


China ’s Economic Czar Pushes 
Restructuring of Bureaucracy 


By Steven Mufson 

Washington Post Service 

BEIJING — Deputy Prime Minister 
Zhu Rongji is pushing a plan to stream- 
line China’s bloated government bu- 
reaucracy that would take effect just 
after the session of the National 
People's Congress next month. 

Mr. Zhu wants to merge several min- 
istries whose duties overlap. Sources 
suggest 10 or more ministries could be 
merged or abolished. In addition, Mr. 
Zhu is planning to take ministries over- 
seeing industries and convert them into 
state-owned companies that would be 
expected to run on a more efficient, 
economically viable basis. 

“At present, governmental agencies 
manage a lot of things they shouldn’t 
manage and can't manage well,” said 
Zhang Xiuxue, vice president of die Na- 
tional School of Administration. “The 
expansion of government agencies has 
hindered economic development" 

But Mr. Zhang said that the proposed 
government overhaul was “still very 
difficult" and that “some people don’t 
want to give up" their authority. 

“Few people oppose Zho’s idea for 
streamlining government,” a govern- 
ment official said, “except when it comes 
to their own ministry or department ' ' 
Despite widespread opjwsition to the 
plan from people who would lose status, 
authority or even their jobs, most ana- 
lysts said, Mr. Zhu will, for the most 


part, get his way. The government's 
chief economic policymaker, he Is 
widely expected to become prime min- 
ister at the Party Congress next month. 
With the rest of Asia in economic crisis, 
few Chinese leaders would want to un- 
dermine die authority of the person who 
is considered most responsible for help- 
ing China avoid its neighbors’ fate. 

In what appeared to be an effort to 
divert criticism away from Mir. Zhu, Hu 
Jintao, another member of the Com- 
munist Patty’s all-powerful seven-man 
Standing Committee, is leading the 
working committee nominally in charge 
of devising the streamlining plan. 

In foe past, many government de- 
partments were created to serve as power 
bases for political groups within foe 
party and as rewards for long-serving 
party cadres. There are 40 ministries 
under foe State Council, China’s cabinet, 
plus eighr institutions, 13 administra- 
tions and bureaus and seven offices. 

Now, Mr. Zhu is proposing to merge 
bodies that duplicate each .other’s work. 
For example, foe State Commission for 
Economic Restructuring might merge 
with foe State Council’s Development 
Research Center. The Ministry of Labor 
and foe Ministry of Personnel could 
combine. The Ministry of Communi- 
cations could join the Ministry of Posts 
and Telecommunications. The Ministry 
of Culture and Ministry of Radio, Film 
and Television also have been con- 
sidered for consolidation. 



B^EAfc'Af^iamstan^r With 
fobnsatids of ^npmeless people 
' stroggling'. to ^y ' alive in north- 

devastai^iby^Jm^ ^e^foquake on . 
’ Feb. 4,thff^mtediNatioas and In- 
. temationalT&d Cross appealed 
Thmsday firf to para- 

etante ra l,0i)Q tons of emergency 
•aid: - ? .• i ' . - . 

.. ‘.*We can’t mess around here," 
said Sarah Russell* spokeswoman 
for foe United Nations in Pakistan. 

‘ Tfwe don’t ger that shelter, people 
wilt die-We need this money ab- 
solutely as soon as possible." 

Among other pressing needs, aid j 
workers Want to send materials to 
bifid' temporary lodging fen: the 
multitudes who lost their homes jn 
the quake, which destopyed dozens 
of mountain villages' and was . re- - 
ported to have killed at least 4,500 i 
people. 

, Damaged roads, ’snow, fog and 
civil war have made it difficult for 
aid agencies to reach the remote 
quake area - — leading the Red 
Cross- and the UN to consider drop- 
ping aid in by parachute. ' (AP) 

China Declares 
War on Pollution 

BEIJING — China will spend 
billions of yuan by 2000 id prevent 
further fouling of its contaminated, 
air and water, and will close heavy 
polluters despite the economic cost, 
the country ’stop environmental of- 
ficial says. 

Untreated sewage and waste-wa- 
ter from factories have polluted 
China’s rivers, lakes and coastal 
waters, killing off fish and leaving 
foe water unfit to drink. China’s 
heavy dependence on coal has 
made air pollution, in its major cities 
some of foe worn to be found any- 
where. 

China is paying a severe envi- . 
momenta! price for its lusfrfor eco- 
nomic development but.it hopes to- - 
reverse foe trerKL Xie^Zhemhua, 
minister of foe Nation afejB nviron- - 
mental Protection A^by v said 
Thursday: • .. j ■ : . * (API 

Indian Militants 
Kill 7 Villagers 

AGARTAIA. India — s£pg5 
ted tribal militants shot to death at 
least seven people in foe north- 
eastern Indian state of Tripura on 
Thursday. 

The militants belonging to foe 
outlawed AH Tripura Tiger Force 
foot the seven, people in Khowai 
village, about 120 Jakn«etejyfrom 
the state capital, Agaitala. 

They set several houses on fire 
and when foe residents tried to es- 
cape, foe separatists fired at them, 
an army official said. 

On Wednesday, suspected mil- 
itants from the same group torched 
several houses in Urabari, 55 ki- 
lometers from AgartaJa, and killed 
five people. (Rearers) 

Clerics Meet Jiang 

u • 

BEIJING — Three U.S. clerics 
aiming to open a dialogue with 
Chinese authorities on freedom of 
religion held a meeting Thursday 
with President Jiang Zemin. 

Rabbi Arthur Schneier of New 
York, the Reverend Don Argue, 
president of the National Associ- . 
ation of Evangelicals, and Arch- 
bishop Theodore McCarrick of foe 
Roman Catholic archdiocese of 
Newark, New Jersey, met with the 
Chinese leader. (Reusers) 
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Greece Rejects Call 
By Turkey to Talk 


Reuters 

ANKARA — Turkey 
called Thursday for a high- 
level meeting with Greece to 
try to resolve disputes in the 
Aegean Sea, bur Athens dis- 
missed the move, saying that 
it would hold no talks over 
what ii described as Greek 
territory. 

A Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry statement invited Greece 
to identify problem areas in 
the Aegean jointly, formalize 
a set of good-neighbor prin- 
ciples that were agreed to last 
year and increase confidence- 
building measures that are 
supported by the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization, 
two which both countries be- 
long. 

To accomplish this, Turkey 
called for a meeting between 
the two foreign ministries be- 
fore April. 

In Athens, a government 
spokesman. Dimitris Reppas, 
said that the proposal offered 
nothing new and was aimed at 
trapping Athens into a full- 
seale dialogue over Greek ter- 


ritory disputed by Turkey. 

“The proposal aims al a 
full dialogue which we don’t 
accept," a senior government 
official said. “There is only 
one dispute, the Aegean con- 
tinental shelf, and we said the 
international court should re- 
solve it." 

“They dispute our islands, 
identify them as problem 
areas and want a high-level 
meeting to negotiate our ter- 
ritory." he continued. "This 
is not only unacceptable but 
also provocative." 

The two countries are at 
odds over divided Cyprus, 
minority rights and territorial 
claims in the Aegean. 

Turkey and Greece came 
close to war in 1996 over an 
uninhabited islet. Last- 

minute U.S. intervention 
averted conflict 

Relations are further 

fouled by Turkey's failure to 
achieve European Union 
membership. Greece, an EU 
member, has vetoed the pay- 
ment of hundreds of millions 
of dollars in aid to Turkey. 



Delta Air Lines 


L. 


N TOP OF THE WORLD" 







We know all about busy people 
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Family Criticises Al Fay ed’s Claim 

A spokeswoman for Di- 


IMPORTED INVESTJG ATORS — U.S. crime specialists examining on Thursday the armored car that 
President Eduard Shevardnadze of Georgia was in when assassins tried to kill him by grenade Monday in Tbilisi. 


Reuters 

LONDON — . Buckingham 
Palace criticized Mohamed al 
Fayed on Thursday after die 
Harrods owner said a con- 
spiracy lurked behind the Par- 
is car crash that killed Diana, 
Princess of Wales, and his 
son. Dodi. 

Mr. al Fayed told the Daily 
Mirror newspaper that he was 
“99.9 percent" certain that 
the crash on Aug. 31 was not 
an accident 

A Buckingham Palace 
spokesman said claims of a 
plot were distressing Diana's 
relatives. 

“It is causing a lot of stress 
to the family," the spokes- 
man said. “And it’s not nec- 
essary." 

Britain's unending media 
frenzy over the late princess is 
troubling both the palace and 
Diana's mother, Frances 
Shand Kydd, who fear its im- 
pact on Diana’s sons, William 
and Harry. __ 

Mr. al Fayed, an Egyptian- 
born businessman who has 
long sought to become a Brit- 
ish citizen, did not say who he 
thought was involved in the 
alleged conspiracy against his 
42-year-old son and the 36- 
year old princess. 

But he said many figures in 
the British “establishment" 
were happy they were killed. 

“There was a conspiracy 
and I will not rest until 1 have 
established exactly what 
happened." he was quoted as 
sayirvg in the Mirror. 

“ I will find the person who 
caused this accident,” he 
said. *T believe there were 
people who did not warn Dodi 
and Diana to be together." 


ana's family, the Spencers, 
noted it was not the first time 


someone had suggested there 
had been a plot against the 
princess. 

“There are so many, con- 
spiracy theories that we’re 
not commenting on any of 
them," she said. 

In the Arab world, theories 
abound that Diana was killed 
because she was about to con- 
vert to Islam, to wed Dodi. 

The police in Paris have 
said that Henri Paul, an em- 
ployee of Mr. al Fayed's who 
was driving the car that 
crashed, .was legally drunk. 

Investigators, have, also 
found evidence that the car 
had hit another car before 
crashing. They are still search- 
ing for the mystery car. 

Mr. al Fayed told the Mir- 
ror that it was too convenient 
to blame a drunken driver. 

Mr. al Fayed said Diana 
and Dodi had been engaged to 
marry, adding, 'T am sure she 
had told her children." 

He repeated a claim that 
Diana spoke to a nurse at the 
hospital during her last hours, 
and he broke his earlier vow 
not to reveal what she said. 

‘ ‘Her last words conveyed 
to me by this nurse were. T 
would like all my possessions 
in Dodi's apartment to be giv- 
en to my sister Sarah, includ- 
ing my jewelry and ray per- 
sonal clothes, and please tell 
her to take care of my 
boys,’ " Mr. al Fayed said. 

Doctors who treated Diana 
during her last hours have said 
her only words were cries of 
pain and that she was uncon- 
scious for most of the time. 
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Havel in Hospital With Fever 


PRAGUE — President Vaclav Havel, plagued by ill 
health since undergoing cancer surgery more than a year 
ago. was in satisfactory*’ condition on Thursday after being 
taken to die hospital with a fever. 

Doctors said, however, that they were considering 
bringing forward a planned operation on the 6 1 -year-old 
president, who has suffered sporadic boats of pneumonia, 
compounded by chronic bronchitis, since his surgery. 

Ladislav Spacek. a presidential spokesman, said Mr. 
Havel’s breathing had become more difficult in the righr 
lung, from which a small cancerous tumor was removed 
in December 1996. (Reuters! 


German Police Seek Extremists 


* -Y 


JENA. Germany — German , prosecutors said Thurs- 
day that three rightist extremists were on the run after the 
discovery of a bomb factory in a garage in the eastern 
town of Jena. 

Police found the explosives late last month while 
investigating a failed attempt to blow up die town's 
theater in September, they said. 

Arrest warrants for ibe three extremists, aged between 
20 and 24, have been issued. Prosecutors said the three 
had been on the run since police searched the garage. 

{Reuters! 


Croatia Drops Anti-Serb Decree 


ZAGREB, Croatia — The Croatian government an- 
nulled a decree on Thursday that permitted the eviction of 
thousands of Serbs from state-owned apartments in a 
former enclave, after Western diplomats branded it dis- 
criminatory. 

’ ’The Croatian government annulled the decree on the 
use of state-owned apartments in Eastern Slavonia at a 
cabinet session on Thursday." the news agency Hina 
said. 

The decree, adopted by the government in January, 
allowed the mainly Croat occupants of the apartments in the 
Eastern Slavonia enclave, who fled during the Serb-Croat 
war, to reclaim their property by Match 15. { Reuters ) 


Sinn Fein Insists on Talks Role 


BELFAST — Sinn Fein rejected demands for its 
expulsion from Northern Irish peace talks on Thursday 
and denied that a truce by its Irish Republican Army ally 
was over. 

“It is my view that the IRA cessation is intact," Gerry 
Adams, the Sinn Fein leader, said. Pro-British parties 
have accused the IRA of breaching a cease-fire with two 
murders this week. 

Mr. Adams insisted Sinn Fein’s hands were clean and 
said it must not be thrown out of talks that Britain and 
Ireland say offer the best prospects of easing strife 
between pro-British Protestants and pro-Irish Roman 
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MIDEAST 


Anaan Pushing Diplomatic ‘Deal’ for Iraq 

Compromise Would Augment UN Inspectors 


B X Craig Turner 
and Robin Wrighr 

Lm Angeles Timex Service 


UNITED NATIONS. New Y a* 

?”S^ M Annanfc^ 


^n a rnnE ,Oma k C « 0mpr0mise in the con- 
XT ™ ~-S aghd e d ** wouir 


augmenting United Nations 
weapons inspectors in baq wiVh d^ 
lomats or scientific experts during vi s £ 
presidential sitej” ac- 
cording to sources at the UN. 


Officials here say that although Mr. 
Annan has i he outline of a resolution in 
nis sights, it remains elusive because of 
wide disagreement on the details. 

‘We're walking a tightrope.’* a UN 
official said. “It’s very narrow, but there 
is y little room for maneuver, for com- 
promise.” 

A European diplomat added: “Last 


War in 1 99 i . UN insiders said that if Mr. 
Annan could find ground for a com- 
promise, he was prepared to fly to Bagh- 
dad and present it to Mr. Saddam in an 
attempt to head off a U.S.-led air srrike. 

The session Wednesday, however, 
produced only an agreement to resume 
meeting later in the week. 

under discussion 


the United States, Britain and France and 
are contrary to Security Council res- 
olutions that require Iraq to provide un- 
conditional access to any place the in- 
spectors say they need lo go to complete 
their work. 

The United States and other council 
members cannot agree fully on how the 
new plan would work. 

Tne chief U.S. delegate. Bill Richard- 
son, said the American goal was to en- 
sure that inspectors had the access they 
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the negotiations as RuKom „ rc d,scuss . ,ons With the Iraqis and the team of arms inspectors who work and professionalism" of their work. The 


negotiations as Russian. French 
Turkish and .Arab efforts to brob a 
£J“ faltered and as the United 
Slates and Britain have gathered wider 
support fora military attack intended to 
pummel President Saddam Hussein inro 
cooperating w«h UN weapons inspec- 
tions. • * 


“Kofi is now the wild card.” said a 
senior diplomat at the UN. “He has the 
idea of a deal, and he’s now lookin'* for 
away to make it work." ° 

. *" I ?, e s _ lhe only one who can do a 
deal, a French envoy said. 


among ourselves. Now those ideas are 
narrowing.” 

Mr. Annan met behind closed doors 
Wednesday with representatives of the 
five permanent members of the Security 
Council — the United States, Britain. 
China. France and Russia — to try to 
find agreement on a plan to preserve the 
integrity of the UN effort lo weed out 
Iraq's illegal weapons programs but give 
Mr. Saddam a face-saving way lo back 
down. The council is the key because ri 
established the inspection program as 
pan of the cease-fire that ended the Gulf 


for the UN Special Commission on 
Iraq. 

Efforts to put together this compro- 
mise have been stymied by Iraq's in- 
sistence on limiting inspections and 
making the weapons investigators sub- 
servient to the diplomats who would 
accompany them during investigations 
of Iraqi ” presidents 1“ compounds. 

The Iraqis also want to dilute the 
power of Richard Butler, the Australian 
disarmament expen who heads the UN 
inspection program. 

Those conditions are unacceptable to 


Unired States. Britain and France are 
prepared to add the experts or diplomats 
to the teams as long as they do not 
impede the search for illegal arms. 

But just who the added personnel 
might be is a central issue. U.S. and 
British envoys insist they must come from 
the five Security Council members. 

The dispute focuses on eight pres- 
idential compounds, some of which con- 
tain hundreds of buildings, that Iraq has 
declared off-limits to inspectors. 

An Iraqi offer Wednesday was im- 
mediately rejected by the United States. 



Gulf Council 
Blames Iraq 
For Impasse 
Over Weapons 


By John Lancaster 

Wushinglvn Past Serin 
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Secretary-General Annan, who is 
pressing for a compromise on Iraq. 


It called for a new team of inspectors 
appointed by Mr. Annan to search the 
eight sites for 60 days. 

“It’s not up to Iraq to set the con- 
ditions for those inspections.” said the 
White House spokesman, Michael Mc- 
Cuny. “It’s up to the United Nations to 
do the work as the United Nations sees 
fu.” 


Navy Fliers Ready for a Role in Gulf 


By Bradley Graham 

Vti/\/»jfjj;f t »Fi post Service 


ABOARD THE U.S.S. GEORGE 
WASHINGTON — Lieutenant Com- 
mander Nick Mongillo. pilot of an F/A- 
18 fighter for the U.S. Navy, remembers 
watching enviously as air force col- 
leagues captured the headlines during 
the 1991 Gulf War. dropping "smart” 
bombs down chimneys. 

All he could drop then were con- 
ventional bombs, without advanced 
technology to guide them to targets. 

Now things are different. As the 
United States prepares for possible 
strikes against Iraq. U.S. Navy and Mar- 
ine pilots are set to fly the majority of 
missions in an operation code-named 
’ * Desen Thunder’ ’ that will hinge . by all 
accounts, on precision munitions. 

T wo factors explain the navy's prom- 
inence this time. First, it has improved its 
weapons and cockpit-targeting systems 
substantially since the Gulf War. making 
wide use of laser guidance technology. 
Second, the air force has been handi- 
capped by Saudi Arabia's resistance to 
letting U.S. land-based aircraft launch 
strike missions from its territory. 

At the center of any U.S. air assault on 
Iraq would be the F/A-l 8 and F- 14 fight- 
ers on this aircraft carrier and another, 
the Independence, along with about 250 
Tomahawk cruise missiles spread 
among eight other ships. 

Their targets, in the words of General 
Anthony Zinni, the commander in 


charge of all U.S. forces in the Middle 
East, would be the things that allow 
Saddam Hussein “to stay in power, 
threaten his neighbors, threaten the use 
of weapons of mass destruction.” 
These would be things like sites for 
producing or storing chemical or bi- 
ological weapons, military command 
bunkers, communication network and 
special Republican Guard units that 
provide security for the Iraqi leaders. 

General Zinni said his troops should 
be ready to strike in a week or so. 

"We’re ready now," he said, "but 
there are a few more pieces to put in,” 
referring to deployments of several 
dozen more aircraft. 2,000 Marines and 
up to 3,000 army troops. 

He said his biggest remaining worry 
was whether he and his planners had 
taken into account “every possible re- 
action” that Iraq could make to an air 
strike. In this regard, he said, he would 
welcome contributions from allies of de- 
tection and decontamination equipment 
to guard Kuwait against Iraqi chemical 
attack. The United States has promised 
to send more gas masks lo Kuwait. 

To reduce die risk of killing civilians 
and to pulverize some of Iraq's best- 
protected and most-hardened facilities, 
railitaiy officials have indicated that air 
strikes would largely' rely on precision- 
guided weapons, with infrared seekers 
or TV guidance systems that enable 
them to be steered to a target 
The navy had relatively few at the 
time of the Gulf War, but has srocked up 


on smart bombs since — including 
1,100-pound Walleyes. 1.400-pound 
SLAMS and 2,000-pound GBU-24s. 
The two carriers in the Gulf have more 
smart weapons between them than the 
six carriers used in the 1991 war. ac- 
cording to navy officials. 

“We can go after smaller target* now, 
pinpointed areas, instead of Lhe broad 
areas we went after before.” Command- 
er Mongillo said. “This time, we have 
more confidence in our equipment and 
tactics.” 

Not only have the navy's bombs and 
missiles improved. The planes carry 
more advanced targeting capabilities as 
well, especially the F-14. whose role 
before was limited to air-to-air combat. 
Now it can deliver smart bombs, too, 
using a laser-guidance system. 

For all their progress, though, navy 
strike aircraft still have limitations in 
range and bomb weight that make them 
poor substitutes for bigger air force 
planes. Nor does the navy have anything 
to match the radar-evading capabilities 
oftheF-1 1? stealth jet or the payloads of 
the B-52 bomber. 

As die prospect of fighting nears, the 
pace of flight operations has increased on 
this nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. In- 
stead of 30 or so flight hours a month, 
some pilots are spending as many as 40 
in the air. 

Here, their daily patrols take them 
over southern Iraq, enforcing a ban that 
was imposed on Iraqi, military flights 
after the Gulf War. 



Jensen Peterson, age 1, waiting for his father, ILS. Air Force Captain 
Jeff Peterson, at Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada. Captain Peterson's 
helicopter rescue squadron is being sent to the Gulf for an indefinite stay. 


Turks Reportedly in Iraq 
To Stop Kurdish Refugees 


By Stephen Kinzer 

New York Times Service 


ISTANBUL — About 7,000 Turkish 
soldiers have crossed into northern Iraq 
in recent days, according to press ac- 
counts here, reportedly to prevent Iraqi 
Kurds from flooding into Turkey should 
the United States and its allies attack 
Iraq. Such an influx occurred after the 
Gulf War in 1991. 

Neither the military command nor the 
Foreign Ministry would confirm the de- 
ployment, but it has been front-page 
news in the country’s best-connected 
newspapers. 

“Seven thousand troops went into 
northern Iraq yesterday morning,” the 
Istanbul daily Huniyet reported Wed- 
nesday, citing witnesses and military 
sources. 

Another major paper, Sabah, report- 
ed: “Although it has not been con- 
firmed, armed units have entered Iraq at 
several points. ” 

According to the reports, the Turkish 
cabinet decided over the weekend to 
establish a 15-kilometer (9-mile) buffer 


Kurdish guerrilla movement. Turkey has 
not been compensated for the billions of 
dollars it has lost by complying with the 
sanctions, which it hopes to see ended. 

Turkey wants a strong authority im- 
posed in nonhem Iraq so anti-Turkish 
guerrillas will no longer be able to hide 
there. But it is also anxious to prevent the 
establishment of a Kurdish state in north- 
ern Iraq, which it fears might follow a 
collapse of Mr. Saddam's regime. 

Deputy Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit 
has charged several times in recent days 
that the United States is secretly plan- 
ning to divide Iraq and establish a Kurd- 
ish state in the north. U.S. officials deny 
any such plan. 

Mr. Ecevit has suggested that he will 
oppose any move to allow U.S. bombers 
to operate from Inciriik. 

Foreign Minister Ismail Cem. who 
met with Mr. Saddam in Baghdad last 
week and urged him to open all sites in 
his country to UN weapons inspectors, 
said in an interview that Turkey was an 
ally of the United States and would 
“always behave as an ally.” 
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Iraqi children arriving Thursday to visit a monument in Baghdad that commemorates an American raid in 1991. 


KUWAIT — American efforts to line 
up Arab support for military action 
against Iraq has gained ground as Wash- 
ington's Gulf allies have unanimously 
blamed Baghdad for its standoff with the 
United Nations, and Egypt's president 
has warned that Iraqi defiance of UN 
arms inspectors could provoke a violent 
American response. 

Foreign ministers of the six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
United Arab Emirates — said after meet- 
ing here Wednesday that "the current 
crisis is a direct result of Baghdad's 
reluctance to cooperate” with UN ef- 
forts ro get Iraq to destroy its nuclear, 
chemical and biological arsenal. 

In Cairo, President Hosni Mubarak 
sounded an ominous tone after meeting 
with Iraq's foreign minister, Mo- 
hammed Said Sahhaf. who along with 
other Iraqi officials is touring Arab cap- 
itals in an effort to head off U.S. air 
strikes that military officials hinted 
could begin as early as next week. 

“What I fear is. if Iraq does not im- 
plement the resolutions, this would lead 
to a strike, and no one can prevent the 
United States from doing that,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

"I have talked to the Iraqi foreign 
minister and told him that the situation is 
dangerous and it is important to im- 
plement Security Council resolutions ro 
avoid a crisis." 

With the possible exception of 
Kuwait, none of Washington's Arab al- 
lies are enthusiastic about the prospect of 
military action, fearing that anything 
short of a death blow to the Iraqi gov" 
emment — a goal the Clinton admin- 
istration has disavowed — will merely 
prolong the agony of a fellow Arab 
state. 

All have emphasized their desire for a 
diplomatic solution and are apprehens- 
ive that any bombing could inflame Arab 
public opinion, particularly if Iraq suf- 
fers heavy civilian losses. 

At the same time, Washington retains 
great leverage over moderate Arab 
states, especially Gulf Arab countries for 
whom U.S. military forces are the prin- 
cipal deterrent against perceived threats 
from Iran and Iraq. 

These conflicting pressures have gen- 
erated confusion as to the real motives of 
friendly Arab countries, some of which 
have publicly condemned the military 
option even while privately assuring 
U.S. officials of their support. 

During his tour of the region this 
week. Defense Secretary William Cohen 
secured varying degrees of cooperation 
from the Gulf oil monarchies, although 
only Kuwait and Bahrain have consen- 
ted to the use of their territory as launch- 
ing pads for U.S. air strikes. 

Kuwaiti leaders, whose hatred of 
Iraq's president, Saddam Hussein, stems 
from the 1990 Iraqi invasion, apparently 
lost little sleep over their decision to 
permit American military planes at Jaber 
Air Base here. 

“It's not a difficult decision,” said a 
person close to the Kuwaiti emir. Sheik 
Jaber al Ahmed as Sabah. “What’s dif- 
ficult is how to deal with Arab public 
opinion.” 

But as diplomatic efforts by Russia 
and the Arab League, among others, 
have met continued resistance in Bagh- 
dad. other Arab governments in the Gulf 
seem resigned to the inevitability, if not 
necessarily the wisdom, of a U.S.-led 
bombing campaign. 

"When D-Day comes, most of the 
Arabs will be closer" to Kuwait's po- 
sition, said a European diplomat. 

Though far from an endorsement of 
U.S. military action, the declaration by 
the Gulf ministers was welcomed by 
Washington because it explicitly blamed 
Baghdad for the confrontation. 

Iraq says that it has already complied 
with UN demands to destroy its weapons 
of mass destruction. 
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esiaonsn a ro-Knomcici 
strip inside northern Iraq. The reports say 
Turkish troops will occupy the strip until 
the current Iraq crisis is over, forbidding 
any refugees from entering Turkey. 

Senior Turkish officials are divided 
on how fully to support any bombing 
campaign against Iraq. The govern- 
ment’s attitude will determine whether 
U.S. bombers are allowed to operate 
against Iraq from their base at Inciriik, 
near the Mediterranean city of Adana; 
the base is under Turkish command. 

During the Gulf War, a million 
refugees, most of them Kurds, fled to 
Turkey from Iraq to escape what they 
feared would be postwar reprisals by 
President Saddam Hussein. Kurdish lead- 
ers, encouraged by the United States and 
other Western powers, had sought un- 
successfully to overthrow Mr. Saddam. 

Tbe flood of refugees stirred con- 
sciences in the West and led to the es- 
tablishment of a protected zone in north- 
ern Iraq where the central government is 
forbidden to exercise power. Since then, 
the zone has dissolved into anarchy, with 
feuding Kurdish groups unable to es- 
tablish a functioning administration. 

Much to the dismay of Turkish mil- 
itary co mm anders, the zone has also 
become a sanctuary from which ^ 1 H d ™ 
guerrillas stage raids into T uikey. 
ish troops cross into the zone regularly 
for search-and-destroy operations, lead- 
ing each time to a round of international 

condemnation. _ „ - 

Before the Gulf War, Iraq was one ot 
Turkey’s major trading P artn f rs v 1 *” 
much of southeastern Ttirkey Jjved on 
cross-border trade. After United Nations 
sanctions were imposed on Iraq, tne 
Turkish region suffered devastating ec 
nomic losses, and its growin| 
contributed to discontent that fueled in 


Iraqi Opposition in Disarray 
And Too Weak to Play a Role 


By John Burgess 
and David B. Ottaway 


Washington Post Sen-ice 


LONDON — Iraqi opposition groups 
are at one of the lowest points in their 
history, hit by defections, foreign aid cuts 
and military operations against them. 

One group representing Iraq’s Kurd- 
ish minority has allied itself with Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein, while another is 
sending representatives to Baghdad to 
talk peace. The Iraqi National Congress, 
formerly the principal U.S. client, has 
never recovered from a blow that Mr. 
Saddam’s troops delivered to its people 
in northern Iraq in August 1996. 

■‘There’s nothing in place inside Iraq 
at this time to take advantage of any 
weakening of Saddam,” said Rend 
Rahim, executive director of the Iraq 
Foundation, a group based in Wash- 
ington. “There is nothing prepared to 
present an alternative to him.” 

George Jaffe, deputy director of the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
in London, gave a similar view. “They 
lack credibility.” he said. “None has 
shown the ability to organize effectively, 
maintain popularity inside Iraq dr create 
a viable alternative.” 

Whose fault that Is is up for debate. 
Dissidents contend that the United 
States and other foreign countries helped 
marginalize them by cutting back sup-' 
port “What we lack now is resources,” 


said Ahmed ChaJabi. a London busi- 
nessman who heads the Iraqi National 
.Congress, which received most of the 
$100 million in covert assistance the 
United States funneled to the Iraqi op- 
position after the 1991 Gulf War. 

National Congress forces, along with 
supporters of another group receiving 
covert U.S. aid, the Iraqi National Ac- 
cord, were routed in the August 1996 
crackdown. Two hundred opposition 
figures were executed and more than 
2,000 placed under arresL The United 
States spirited more than 7,000 others 
out of northern Iraq to Guam, and then 
moved them to the United States. 

The bloodbath embittered both op- 
position groups, which charged that the 
United States had abandoned them to 
Iraqi forces. Critics of both groups, 
however, talk of endless infighting and 
corruption within the dissidents’ ranks. 

The groups now are watching from the 
sidelines as the United States and Britain 
prepare for possible military strikes 
against Iraq with a limited objective: for- 
cing Mr. Saddam to submit to United 
Nations weapons inspections. 

U.S. and British officials continue to 
meet with dissident leaders — about 16 
Iraqis representing a range of organi- 
zations attended a 90-minute meeting at ■ 
the Foreign Office in London on Mon- 
day. But the goal, according to both 
sides, was to exchange views, not plan a 
larger role for the groups. 


"Dire Consequences’ 
Foreseen by Iraqi 


Reuters 

CAIRO — The Iraqi foreign min- 
ister, Mohammed Said Sahhaf, said 
Thursday that any U.S. military 
strike against his country would re- 
sult in “dire consequences” to the 
region and the United States. 

“We are coordinating with our 
Arab brothers to be in the best po- 
sition to make the Americans see 
not only the seriousness of their 
foolishness by using force against 
Iraq, but also the dire consequences 
not only to the region and to Iraq but 
also to them,” Mr. Sahhaf said. 

“They should know it is not a 
picnic,” he said, referring to the 
Americans. He spoke after he met 
with the Arab League's secretary- 
general, Esmat Abdel Meguid, in 
Cairo. 


For Tehran, the Best of Times 


It Looks On Happily as Its 2 Biggest Enemies Prepare to Fight 


By Elaine Sciolino 

New Kirt Tunes Service 


The dominant view in Washington 
and London is that Mr. Saddam is un- 
likely to fall to a popular uprising. “We 
think the most likely way that change 
will come about is from the inside, from 
the circle around Saddam,” an Amer- 
ican official said. 

Dissidents say that even that goal will 
not be served by current U.S. policy. 
“What is the probable outcome of these 
air strikes? Just death and destruction.” 
Mr. Chaiabi said. “Saddam will make 
sure thousands of people will die. The 
U.S. will be branded as baby-killers.” 


WASHINGTON — As Iran cele- 
brates the 19th anniversary of its Islamic 
revolution, it finds itself in a win-win 
situation, watching from the sidelines as 
its two worst enemies, the United States 
and Iraq, are poised for conflict. 

Since the most recent crisis between 
Washington and Baghdad erupted' a few 
weeks ago, Iran has stayed out of their 
way. It gains the most by neither ex- 
ploiting Iraq's weak position nor joining 
with it against the United States, but by 
letting the crisis run its course. 

Officially, Iran has announced its op- 
position to possible U.S. military action 
against Iraq, which inevitably would 
have to take place close to Iran’s 
shoreline. 

But Iran can watch with satisfaction if 
U.S. bombs severely damage Iraq’s re- 
maining military capability — a goal 
that the Iranians failoi to accomplish in 
their war with Iraq from 1980 to 1988. 

President Mohammed Khatami of 
Iran, who is also the president of the 55- 
country Organization of the Islamic 
Conference, is trying to use the crisis to 
bolster his standing with his Arab neigh- 
bors ana portray himself as a regional 
statesman calling for peace. 

“As president of the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference, I call on the 
countries and international organiza- 
tions to make every effort ro prevent a 
great human tragedy in Iraq.’’ he said in- 


on anniversary speech Wednesday to 
tens of thousands of people who 
gathered during a heavy snowstorm in 
subzero weather in one of Tehran's main 


squares. 

Iran has also put itself squarely behind 
the United Nations, demanding that Iraq 
adhere to Security Council resolutions 
that require unrestricted inspections of 
its military installations. 

One big disadvantage for Iran is the 
buildup of U.S. forces in the Gulf. Iran 
has long condemned the U.S. military 


presence, calling it destabilizing med- 
dling along the Iranian coastline. 


And U.S. bombing of Iraq could give 
ammunition to Mr. Khatami’s enemies, 
who oppose his efforts to reach out to the 
United States. 

Even Mr. Khatami, however, has 
blamed the United Slates for most of 
Iran’s problems, and a military strike that 
resulted in high civilian casualties could 
be interpreted as a warning of sorts that 
Iran could be next 

On Wednesday, the anniversary of the 
Islamic revolution of 1 979, Mr. Khatami 
reaffirmed Iran’s view that the Gulf was 
Iran's domain and the presence of for- 
eign forces was unacceptable. 

‘ 'The foreign presence in the region is 
the cause of tension and it is an insult to 
the nations of the region,” he said. 

“Iraq may be attacked at any moment. 
We strongly condemn any attack on Iraq 
that would harm the Iraqi people, but we 
call on the Iraqi government to submit to 
all international laws and resolutions.” 
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(+1| 212 7523890 ASIA: Hoag Kang 
2922 1171 Indonesia 809 1928 Japan 


FRANCE (zone C) en FF4 - TVA 2QjB% 
GO. 3,72 FOV: Z2B 

SCSt. 5.42 SCSP: S£7 


(tnWreel 0120 464 027 
Abnre 3672 0044 Mttnab 221 7XJ55 
PtiOfiptm 8® 4946 HKjapore 325 
0835 Tehran 7753456 TriaAwd 277 
4485 Bsswhere (♦852) 29221171 


)B)enfl- TVA 175% 
05429 FOO*: 


Auto Rentals 


JUIEMAGNE (sane Q DIM - TVA 15% 
ZONE I -B : 


GO l.«J 

Z0HEB-T: 
GO: 0^8 

ZONE M - F : 
SO- 098 
ZOtiEIY-F: 

GO: 0^9 


REST AUTO DERGI FRANCE: Weetend 
FF500. 7 days FFI500 Tet Paris *33 
(0)1 436B 5555. 1« (0)1 4353 9529. 


SCSP 1,37 


Fitness 


BELGIQUE an FBI -TVA 21% 

GO 21.74 FOO: 10.15 

5CV7: XL56 SCSP 30.58 


■HIGH EHERGY* One fa One Btness 
Training Tuition. Cal ov (pialffied 
tnstncKws ore 0431 073 766 (UQ 


HOLLANOE (nw2) NLGA - TVA 175% 
GO- 1Z53 FOO- 0.802 

SC87 1523 SCSP: IJ72 


Legal Services 


mxaiBOURG en LUFH - TVA 15% 
GO: 1143 


ESP AGUE bone A) en PTA3MVA 18% 
GO: IfjR 

SCST: 103.10 SCSP: 10759 


DIVOfKE WAY CEH11FED 
ca or fat (7741 9®«95 HWe 18787 
Beftctl BM. 1137, Huttfigon Beach. CA 
92848 USA e-tnal SvocaCsptyneLcoin 


' usage rationale 


DIVORCE M 1 DAY. No travel WWa. 
Box 377. sudbuy. MA 01776 USA Tet 
97W443-8387, Fate S7BM4MI83. 



HOLIDAYS 



Ilvl.l ''IMI.i I- . I' 

1 ’. M, t 

. .L ('.■ rr-.iiv it- -t) 


Tch : (022.) 717 01 OO r.-.x = .022 -1-01 

imi) -. i i \‘-\'-w.,icr<ilc.iMit'2- l -li 


etiejsss 


Sun Gly (Home of Millioo 
Dollar Coir Qtaflenge) South 
Africa. 

R.CL Cold Crow, inlemarional- 
hr imcRfaangeable red wki. 
Price £1000Xevy£ 160 pi 
For info fax contact numbers to 
Mark Jason oa 27 31 7643055. 


FRANCE 


Bulgaria 


BULGARIA - DBJJXE VLLA SffiESOV 
Now ef LOW WINTB? SN RATES New 
UG. owned alpine VHla fa txaiiful 
Borovas mevtain resort. 55 flies S£ 
of Sofia, sopw far sMrg. Steeps B fa 4 
bedrooms each wfai priwis bathroatn I 
balcony. Urfag room «Ci Had fireplace. 
Bar Dining mom. Goumet lichen. Ftdy 
ereappud. AlamanBas, faduttegtars, 
wfitfaoote, sauna, satafta TV/VbfVSe- 
rea garages. Live-fa caretakers dettt 
twice weekly. For free fcrxtiiB, ribma- 
Uon and reservations, conact Sresov In- 
temationaf. Sofia Teh ♦3594-9804282 
Foe +359-2-981-0482 


Residence Hotels 


cum&mmmm 


fighetoss roans & sides 
Ddy, weekly & rrcntty rates. Parie 
TU+33 (0)7-44133333 F«(0)}422S0488 


HdkSays and Travel 


COUNTRY HOUSES APARTMENTS, 
beautiful Courtly Houses in England. 
Sootend, Ireland. Apartments in Linton 
i BaOL Vie best properties are in the 
"Country Chapters Brochure" Tel: 
♦44 (DJ171 565 3820 fax: 722 9140. 


Bed & Breakfasts 


AN URBAN B8) A BREAKFAST. The 
Sheraton Russell Hotel, fa charming 


Moray ffl af 37ft t Part is just steps 
away Wt Be best of Manhffitan. Week- 


end rates wft continental bnak tesl b oor 
$199. For reservations: 212-685-7876. 


Business Opportunities 


OFFSHORE BANKS 
COMP AWES & TRUSTS 
IfflfiGRATXWPASSPORTS 


Aslon Corporate Tiustees 
Aston Howe, boo^K, Ua of Km 
Tet +44 ffl (624 826591 
Fat +44 ™ 1624 625126 


Tet *a» mrnza 1302 

Foe +44 ft) T71 233 1519 


E Haft astoneentsrpnseJMt 

wwwjstoo-fasutematcarti 


nVESTHBfr H SWISS REAL ESTATE 
NEW LEGAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
FORSGN INVESTORS. For Iw news- 
terer and broefua. oortact Socxte Pries 
de Gerance in Geneva, Swtealand. Tet 
+41 22 849 6551 Ffat +41 22 8*9 6104 
Enfat sp^nterTOspgch 


FOR SALE: 27^00 U6S Draeger Gas 
Made wBr carnfag case, seeled toss. 
New cortSkn Rk +322354.1857 


Business Services 


TOUR OFFICE M ROIE. Finished of- 
fices and ccrference rooms far daly and 
morthfy rentaL Phone, fax, mi, E-ma! 
sates. Tet +rfEW328031. Fax +^ 
612803282 


YOUR (7RCE M LONDON 

Bond Strwt - Mai. Phone. Fax. Tetax 

Ttf 44 171 290 SOCO Far 771 499 7517 


Business Travel 


Ist/Boiness Clast Frequert Travdes 
Worttrtde. Up to 50% Ofi. No coupons, 
iu restnatans. ftrperirt Canada Tel: 
1-514-341-7227 Fax: 1-514-341-7m 
e-waft IfrOlmGriakonsvItems.ctm 
txtp j fowwjmperl j l oxmrtai i te coni 


Financial Services 


PRIME BANK 


GUARANTEES 

Vertue Ccfatel Finance Avattle 
tor Gowrxnsr* ftojacts and 
Gsvermart Cotpsnes - 
that are tar ale. 

Large Prcxeca exx Spedaty 
Also. Long Term Ftaanre tar 
Large and Smai Corapaxes 
No canrcstan Urti Furted 


HEPRBE NTATTVE 
Needed to act as Liaison 
Please itfty to Engtte 


VBmft g CAPI TAL CONSU LTANTS 
tnesunert banters 
18311 VMn BM, SitiB 999 
Efldno, CtOom 91438 U.SA 
Fax Ho^ (818) 905-1898 
TeL: (81Q 7850422 
Hofaitt Sr Assoc. Oefia OH titystad 


DISCOUNT TRAVEL 



Bed & Breakfasts 


r HOTEL CHAXEAD-8ENAHJ)*** - 

Open oS wx. Sfdng and rtfldng. Nsxr 
(odd IBs and sM sanoi. s^wSsflua- 
ttoa i an rarauy. hfctoicaRy ckissifed 
vllagB. Kaff board: 258-312 ff. 

0503 Sabu-Vfran-en-QuByias. 

IbL +33 04 92 45 85 43 
Fax: +33 04 024S 84 20 
E-maO: ctuteaurmonldwanodoo.tr 


MANHATTAN LODGINGS, NYC. Short 
stay luiuiy aparenanQ, supertor BAB 
registry, many locations. 
Tst 212-475-2090 Fat 2124T7-0420 
wwwjrarhrttariodgngs/xim 


Housing Exchange 


EXCHANGE IN PARS 19ttt tti« left 
JtmMiiv lor eoMori MANHATTAN. 


JoMuly tor equfrafert MANHATTAN. 
Trt +33 (0)1 4241 3893 FAX 4803 0911. 
Ok* Wffi- ewJdcoixinWrsLrtBi 


Holiday Rentals 


Caribbean 


CARIBBEAN VACATION VILLAS 
1 HOTELS - on ST. BARTHELB4Y. 
F.WJ 8 odrer setae) Caittno (stands. 
Great sunner paXatesMlK best «Ob 
h toe bes! bcaflons. Aba Jowly vtos fa 
iBJy, France A Ihe Engfeh coutoyslda 
Ow agents have insoected al vflas A 
hotels, personally. W1MCOSJBARTH - 
www.well.com/-wfmco. U.S. lei. 
(401 184 9-8012/1 ax 847-6290, from 
FRANCE 0900 » 16 30. 


French Provinces 


FRANCE PROVENCE, I hotr west of 
Nice. EASTER + APHL Lowly Prwev 
cal privae done on 1 acre. 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, pod, eB amenties. Tel/Fax 
+33(0)4 94 73 29 S3 


BREATHTAKMG VEW OF IE* YORK, 
20 11. gbss wat Certral Pari A Cty 
LLwmrsfy furnished: piano, fa x. cafafa. 

Ideal tor txstoess-ffxstoens-iourists. 
Near Carnegie HatL Lincoln Center, 
Theaters A Shops. Short or long lam. 
Tet 71S54M3B8. Fax. 71WB44142. 


Financial Services 


FUNDING PROBLEMS? 


for 

SOLUTIONS 
Cortad * 


BANCOR 

OF ASIA 


xartees to secue ftnSng 
vtatfe projects: 


VENTURE CAPITAL 
EQUITY LOANS 
REAL ESTATE 


long tarai cofialaral 
Suppcned Guarantees 


(Ctnmfeston earned only ipon Fundngi 
Srotes Commssun Assued 


New Lower 
International 
Rates! 


France 270 

Italy. .... 340 

Japan......... 360 

Singapore.. 330 
UK 170 


• Instant Activation 

• NO Sst Up Fees 

• NO Minimum® 

■ Six-Second Billing 

• AT&T Quality 

• 24-hour MuKf-ibigual 
Customer Service 


7Rw Original 


/callback ■ 


Tel: t - 206 . 599. 1991 
Fax: 1 . 206 . 599.1 981 

Email: infoGfcalfbacfc-com 
vnvwJallback.com 


417 Second Avenue west 
Seattle, WA 98119 USA 


international 
Herald Tribune 
ads work 


RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 


Snow weekends at St. Moritz 

^^^r=u:p /!; ,'!!('-■ !»•. Sit'-itic-'-’. k-(. <•:? r;.«.juc^r'| 

l r- - 1 i 1. v ^ : 1 > i ' . ■ 1 l ,( . 1 1 r 


GREECE 


980 SQUARE METERS OF LUXURY AND TASTE BETWEEN Su* fa 1996. » 

THE SKY AND TH E SEA, ON THE ISLAND OF CRETE, GREECE 

1 tg n For B fcxi na tion ccn^T^ (OQ3Q { ) 

Fac (00301) 6842.485. 


ITALY 


The Stately Homes of Italy 


Luxurious noble villa and park 
in Northern Italy. 



U.S. $6,000,000 

Amidst die hills of Northern with statues, cascades -and 


itaiy. dose to ihe major 
*33j industrial centres (Milan, 
^0 Turin. Genova), for sale, one 
of the most sought-after 
a® estates of the 19th-century 
Sjjf Italian aristocracy. 
pm The estate, comprising vfl- 
]Jl2 la. stable, swimming pool 
and tennis court is set in 25 
,7^/ acres of parkland, adorned 


gracious fountains laid out 
by master arvhneos. 


flume 10 son 11 ot Italy "« nxM 
illustrious families the villa 
has guested prince? and 
kings. 


7 or detail*' Tel. 004179 - 207 23 49 
Fax 004191 994 89 84 


Real Estate 
for Sale 


French Riviera 


Internationa! 


com D'AZUR, FRANCE: 
MhprahRl Redraws Per Sate 


ST. JEAN CAP FERRAT: BeaUM 6 
Bedroom Via on 1500 sqm 
tanfecaped grmnfc 


VniERMNOtSUWBl' Sf»rt) 4 
Beriooro Vte on 5000 sqm. larifccaped 

pounds. Ftepbce Swt o i ni ng pod ■ 
llinies from Ere vteage. 


PBfTHOUSEW CANNES 

PRESTIGIOUS PROPERTY 
NEAH CROtSETTE 
EXCEPTIONAL VIEW 
OVER SEA and ISLANDS 
26C sqm apartnart tefa 
900 sqm bnfssfaei terras, 

<Vi floor. 10 parages. 
DBHTT OWNER accepting ary 
reasonadte offer Vtot TTwsdsy 
abrusy 12. Fnlay 13. Satetfay 14. 
LE DIANA 69 Bd Ateraodre B 


Ako avafialrie ftr Srta 

Hotels. Officeflaai properties faertad tat 
BOSTON. PARE. LYON. NICE 


MCE-T0WW0USE 

Restaenoal, fte* Otieans style, 330 sqm 
hirrg space wfffr 2 large fences. 800 


sqm groutis. Ffoh class fteftos. FF4M. 
Tet ^3 f0y4 931 6 2790 Fax 9382 3555 


AGO! CORPORATION 
Tel: 617-536-5252 Fac 617-5365225 US 
E-Mai agimtprwfgy rwt 


CANNES BACK COUNTRY, stone ta- 
rns swept ofa. on 3.000 sqm. grounds, 
4 bedrooms. 4 baths. 130 sq.m living. 
Swtmmmg pool FF3J&J. CaS agem : 
♦33 {Qr» 93 60 13 98 Fax 93 60 15 96 


Bahamas 


BAHAIIAS-LYFORD CAY, Luxurious 
mansion lavishly fu/mshed-call 
1-561-220-4233 far recorded description 
or our wabrie vrawLefinJwhrt.com 


ST. CLAfR LE UVAMXHJ facretfite 
3 Slay Panor-rac View Hooe with 2 
Rentable lirAr Si 3M or often Phone 
310-3902585 or 6006055889 USA 


Canada 


TORONTO * * inveslotflncome • 
Corporate Guest House • 5 sell 
contained Unfls Traditional stone. 
Iron gates, bubbfing wth character. 
CONS329.0CC. Handf KaHes Real Es- 
tate Tony Bassets. Assoc Broker. Tet. 
4)5-44)^868 wwwjnynaxomf-sartcny 


TEL AVIV RothstiM Btvd, Basemen! 
^artmert £0 sq. rre. possirte office 
S197K. C3S U.S. 619-282-SKK 


French Alps 


POfTTES DU S0LBL AVORUZ 1800m 
StuSo approrinotely 36 sqm. Tel/Fax 
+M1 22 735 11 36 


TUSCANY INVESTMENT opportunity. 
For sale 102 ha of Battand, retetew 
Eve tarmhouses, vim rt Montepikaera. 
Indudes base penis to corerari estate 
rrto go* resort and hotefc^apartmeuts 
Fs *39 577660333. Hemal Kftri/vraw. 
pd2g%toc.gfrafvr3i. 


French Provinces 


fTALY - TltiBOGtiA^iOA 
5room partners (on 2nd tax). 
Ftdy lurched, /nefades 1 acre of land. 
Tel: 516-261-0350 US Brokers Wefcome. 


CHATEAU / CHARTREUSE 


18th century tendairi, (5 tav faw 
BORDEAUX. TGV. anon cfaee to uanc 


BORDEAUX. TGV. arpoit dose to yand 
ou Vineyards, mini condtioa 300 sqm 
per floor with sufting recepUons moms. 
4000 sqia land. To sd tram citrate. 
Tel / Fat ++41 J2J11flin 


WINTER IN VEI«£ B BEAUTIFUL and 
a very good lime to txrv. Unable ro 
schedrte al who cased last summer, 
tew retu7Bd » cfer m afeoari 2 bed- 
roora sumy ta. C* 394U52B.0B55. 


Monaco 


LOUIE VALLEY beautful 400 yrs old 
farmhouse, livabta bare on 40 acres ot 
teUs and roods oretiooitng 12fh cento- 
ry vSage ot Sache. known far Balzac 
nuseun and Cadrier storio. 25 km from 
Tous. 1 hr TGV from Pars. Lsge Kra 
won. dmmg room 5 bedrooms Sum- 


MONACO (PtWOPAliTY) 
Certer, spadaus aqxartmenL ertrancs. 
Mng, 2 twriooms. 2 hate, guest taM, 
shxfy, Hchen, terrace wtfi sea view. 
INTERMEDIA 
Tet +377 83 50 66 84 
Fas +377 33 50 45 52 


mmg pool, garage, axe stem shape. 
USS600DQQ. T* (OB 47 26 86 43 Fax 


(0)2 47 73 22 73 


London 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


BRITTANY COAST wipe coastal pep- 
erty 7km from Tregutar, 3 bra TGV horn 
Pans. Oto coast giart house made com- 
kxlabte. House sis on 2 acres rf text ts 
en tstand a rich tide. Si on you trart 
stoop and watan tamg to*, s a£ boats 
and traghurs gfide tiy. ussoo.ooo Tet 
/OP 47 26 86 43 Fax (0)2 47 73 22 73 


LONDON -TOWER BRIDGE: Extra 
deluxe 2 beittxxn apartnart 1350 sqA 
+ ParfdngrSfaiage/Fimess carter. Tenaca 
on rwa near design center Ready in 2 
months Contract assignment tor sale. 
Fac 001-718793-0306 USA far deUMs. 


BURGUNDY • Unfaus wood of legends, 
49 ha., favrtton & mWatue waiertafc. 
XVnh certuy. Vtege & Tatey chateau 
get nearby FFS300CD (S mot bw? Tet 
+33 (0)1 4720 7146. Fax (0)1 4720 0717 


Paris and Suburbs 


SOUTH OF FRANCE, BY OWNER. 
Carnargue. property. 7 bedrooms. 
7 baths. Prime pari. pool, aquafc 
teds Cal 8SO651-8805 USA. Websfle 
wwwJ/pereo ctub_rtenirtWaph 


AVENUE FOCH 

Exceptknal 210 sqm flat, sixty, 5th 
floor, ritgh class biding. Mx seony. 
2 bertoonB win baft, vast recertion. 
Garage, matfs roam paste. Fra M 
Tet +33 (0)4 6360 1020 Fax 9360 1990 


DINING OUT 


AU DiABLE DES LOMBARDS 


U.S.A. 


U AM Saturday, Feb. 28 

LakeTohopekaEga 
Kissimmee FL, USA {near Disney) 
200 ACRE CYPRESS ISLAND, 
offered jo 25-5 ac. tracts cr «s i wiiole 

Ideal Corporate RmzeaL I2Aoc 
Maiun-Reridentia] Dcvdop™* 
TnrT-'T to 60 vats. Lakefrcrot Faro e 
Home, LakefroM Lot. 10% Boyer’s 
Premium. Call For Decals & Terms. 


800-257-4161 or 941-644-6681 ] 


5 HE.)l)u > ilirtra( 
v**- FlUctMBUM 


pico ROMAN’S 


Panoramic Park and 
Oty Views 

I CPW 4+Rms Lux lj600 sf fur- 
nished apt w? spirt BRs. 11 mtbte 
bths. mint fat Pool 6 gym .hid Best 
offtqmp Renal avail owned 

Marjory Berfamtz 
(212) 836-1013 

THE CORCORAN CROUP 


Paris and Suburbs 


LE SABiT LOUIS, charming -pied a 
tone" 440 sqit fa 8 ITS) cantey 
totang, targe safari wrtri 3 wtrxttw. 
taptace and beams, large bed atawe. 


7) taftcom, fate equipped 
ttdien. FF1J900.000 


LE SAINT LOUS, scoepfcnaf apanmert 
trie rwer. 1.10) sqJL in chammg 1711) 
certuy WUng, perud paneSng. parquet 
■VasatesV parted cetags. 4m tagri. 
sort) boxisub, calm A Peris dream 
PHILIP HAWKES Tet +33 (0) 4268 1111 


PARS EXCEPTIONAL LOCATION • 
in certaal tnangte. 

Itadetaine, Open, Place Vendoma 
4/5+oom, brail hnuy. 140 sqm 
FF35 rrtbn Tel +33 {M OB 6B 52 85. 
after Spra TefFarc +33 (0)1 42 49 31 94 


MONTMARTRE - TRIPLEX ARTIST 
ATBJBT In fawrtDuse. Very quel tasted 
tone. 160 sqm In perfect ctotflm 3/4- 
bedrooros, dressings. 45 sq.m, tivina 
roan american tttten. FF3.8M. Work 
Ms fioin +33 (0)1 4739 4629 fax 5386 


MONTMARTRE, pled a (erre. 7lti 
taxflft large tounge, kfahen. WC. brth- 


roorn French mbxJms, tetaro overtock- 
ing etty & park. 53 sqm. FT900.000 


Cuftact Ms Utotort +33(0)1 4469 0737 
REF. 152. F® +33 (0)1 44 69 07 38 


771ft, ETOLE MCWCEAU, 3 rooms. 69 
sqm, surer, fireplaces. 5th Boor, calm, 
perfea anSoa FF ISM. Owner Trf 
♦33 (0)1 47 66 50 (2 evenngs. 


14ft GAZAN, VIEW PARK. RARE 
house in mn wih gardai FF5fl».000. 
ISI +33 (0) 43 37 84 84 


16ft NORTH, superb view over Pare 
and woods. 160 sqm. apartment. 
TeVFasc +33 (Ifll 38 65 76 98 


NEULLY. very nice house on garden. 
175 sq.m. very quirt. Tel owner +33 
(0)1 47 45 83 » ftx flJ)!46 43 06 S 


SANTA EULALIA, tiza. Span Success- 
ful. tamfly-nr, rtvtowm hostal. garden 
swarming pool owners of 13 yrs wartfag 
retremert Cortad by tax +34 71 339288 
Errol cascaaferfredesfrer 


Swifzeriand 


I UXE (SEVAS ALPS 


sauhonzed 

since 1975 


Attractive preperttes. orertoolang wws 
I to 5 bedrooms, from SFr 2fly»0. 
REV AC SA 

52, ItattriBM CH-1211 GENEVA 2 
Tel 4122-734 16 40 Fax 734 12 20 


USA Residential 


KENTUCKY Hunters Parafise tor sale. 
Abundant vrirMe. 550 acres mil. 300 
acres in worb waft rates a &a#s, )5 0 
acres Hrtite. Executive top lodge. 
Assumable rate, tam income and sf 
rttie (inter, rentes from arpon 
Tat (502) 248-9465 USA 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Holland 


HOMEFINDERS WTL Hererwactti 141 
1015 BH Amsterdam Tel +3li)£392252 
Far 6392282 E-matwoonsetaaPfauti 


Holland 


BEimfOUSE W1HWATONAL 
No i inHrttand 

tar (sort (unshed housesffl^. 
Trf 31-206448751 Fax: 31-266485909 
NTcwn 19-21, 1083 Am Arastefltanr 


French Provinces 


BEACH RESORT. VILLA HOSSE60R. 
faert far surfing, near BlARRfTZ. On grf 
course. 3350 sqm peri. Large fcmg, 
5 bedrooms. 4 baths /stoy s. pay , 
teraoss, wy csta. Aritabte al pwna 
Trf Pa* +33 (0)1 45 <4 50 03. 


NEAR UZES • PROVENCAL VHJLA 
240 sqm. exertional charm, vrtwefatak 
adapted, port, in ntidsl of otives 1 roses. 
For yearly or tong term rental Fat 
W4 06 22 fit 21 


London 


CENTRAL LONDON, Near Hyde Part 
Limiy arts Iq tat from 1 week or more. 
Tet +44 (0) 171 229 5559 Fax 229 9559 


MAYFAIR. Secnty txrffng. stfaeri 
equipped 2-bedroom ttaL Lease ! 
rraxfth. Fax 3KM7S4WB 


Paris Ares Furnished 




r r 


L A 


Ideal acconvnodaflcn: stufto6 bedroems 
(Xetayand sewtoe assured 
BEADY TO MOVE M 


Trf ^143129600 Fax (fl)J43iaflDB 


Embassy Service 

YOUR REAL ESTATE 
AGENT -M PARIS 
Tel: <33 (0)1 47J030.05 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 


Furnished fauitmerts, 3 trorths or mote 
to trfifrtefteq residertBl araasi 


Tet +33 (0)1 42 25 32 25 

Ftnc +33 (0)1 46 63 37 09 


LE MARAIS: LUXURIOUS 1 BEDROOM 
Fidfa aWP«l ** jpiage: S230fflmo, 3 
ma nwmin. Ted: 1-61^2598987 USA. 


19tfr - PARC BUTTES CHAUMONT: 
(opposfte) - Chanranq quiet studio. 
F2.700 net Tel Owner *33 (0)142409262 


188i PASSY. tartuy 5 rooms. 110 sqm 
sunny, redone, al cartons. Free now 1 
F12#0 net Trf owner (0)1 <602 2419 


-16ft TROCADEHO: 2 rooms, terrace 
wrerkwkiig EM Tower. Sunny, quiel 
F4.900 net Trf Owner +33 {01142409282 


7IH. FULL FLOOR, COMFORTABLE 
4b«toWB Afl axwsnfances 
T* 310-452-2290 USA. 


Paris Area Unfurnished 


VIEW ON SBE, EXCEPTIONAL 
High class, (rtofe raceptin + 4 betf- 
roems. FF27000.Tel +33 {0)1 45550287 


mxiCEAU. Stem iBtxpOsn. aepbees, 
3 bedrooms. 2 tatirs FFZ2.000. Tel +33 
(Oil 4567 4813 or USA +1 301 5544635. 


Switzerland 


GENEVA, LUXURY FURNISHED apart- 
mans From states to 4 bedrooms. Tet 
+41 22 735 6320 Fax +41 22 730 26T1 


FLORIDA MINI-MANSION 11 room, 
3200 sq.fl. on secluded wood acre. 
Exclusive area, pool, close to beach 
USSi 4go-S24SO/raonth by length of 
lease. TrfTasc (508) 580-1594 USA 


NYC FURNISHED APARTKNTS. 1 
week to 1 yaar. Great Locations. Cafl 
Prt/Chryi: 212-44^9223, Fax: 212- 
448-9226 E-Mrtt athametwoSartcom 




HcralbSSribunc 


mt. *onurs q\iu \Etfsm*F.n 


PlANTiHNG TO RUN A CLASSIFIED AD? 


M U5 HAUES, 'mrim Wyfa* 
taWqr mty tan 8 ml to I pm. 

Brum tiwn 10 oak to 17 (un, 
Mraedvlrartranb 0)42 33 8) 84 


Ploaa your Ad tyjickjjr end easily, contact your nearest IHT office 
or representative with your ted. You will be informed of foe cost 


. .~\r • ■ - nMosoTOHVH wm ywr rea. tou win oe mormea or me ocw 

y& aTa J I ^ 


L£ MUNKHE 


In rie beer* ef 9 fimnwi da Pun, 
b rarm iB ef art dece uiMUiui L ico 
food, old style, x oeu ri eot raid bom 
evade feie arm. sat mow 
99 If (l) 149 If (D) AU 250 FF 
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|| Peru Is A ccused of Coercing Poor Women to Be Sterilized 
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By Anthony Faiola 

Washington Post Serv ice 

LIMA — Mourning evidence that the 
Peruvian government’s family-planning 
pro^m is employing coercion, S 
information or promises of food to oer 
suade poor women to undergo sterti 
maa has prompted public oStciy^d 
calls for an official investigation. 

-The heart of the issue is whether the 
government, m an effort to curb po? 
ufamon growth is using a quota system 
that offers public health doctors pro- 
motions m exchange for persuading 
poor nrral women — who are often 
illiterate and speak only local Indian 
languages — to be sterilized. Many also 
are charging that doctors, in die rush to 
meet the alleged quotas, are operating in 
unsanitary conditions that reportedly 
have caused at least two deaths 


There are four official inquiries under 
way including one by a U.S. congres- 
sional committee seeking to find out if 
u.a. Agency for International Devel- 
opment money was used unwittingly in 
tne sterilization campaign. 

, * don’t think there is any question 

that women in Peru, especially very poor 
mestizo women, have been misled into 
having sterilizations, and that, in some 
fases. they were lied to, or offered food, 
m exchange for having a sterilization 
procedure,” said Joseph Rees, chief 
council of the U.S. congressional sub- 
committee on international and human 
rights operations, which issued a 20- 
page report Thursday. The Peruvian 
government, which started the public 

sterilization campaign in 1995 and has 

since seen the number of participants 
almost triple, to 1 10.000 in 1997. is 
seeking to reduce the national birth rate 


— and consequently to increase the 
gross domestic product, many say. 

Officials argue that they have set 
“goals” and not quotas, and then only 
for budgetary planning. Supporters of 
the program say the vast majority of the 
women undergoing the operation are 
doing so of their own free will, and they 
blame the religious right for opposition 
based on theological grounds. 

“We want to emphasize that there is no 
campaign on behalf of the Ministry of 
Health to give priority to a single method 
of family planning,” Health Minister 
Marino Costa Bauer told the Peruvian 
Congress. He said, “We are not executing 
a massive sterilization campaign.” 

Nevertheless, the Health Ministry is 
starting its own probe, with the assist- 
ance of the World Health Organization, 
because health officials want to deter- 
mine whether doctors in the countryside 


have taken the ministry’s goals too se- 
riously. 

"We want to find out the validity of 
the claims that are being made, but we 
believe the valid complaints are very 
limited." said William Toro Cabrera, a 
physician and president of the govern- 
ment’s Committee of Family Repro- 
ductive Health. 

But evidence suggesting that a quota 
system does exist is contained in an 
internal government document that out- 
lines “credits” given to public health 
doctors for the number of women they 
sterilize annually. Those credits appar- 
ently were raken into account when eval- 
uating whether doctors would be pro- 
moted or retained for government 
employment, according to those dose to 
the various investigations. 

The document, published in the Pe- 
ruvian newspaper El Comercio, was dis- 
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ben. raised the issue in discussions in 
Moscow with members of the Russian 
Parliament on Thursday and that he in- 
tended to raise it with his Russian coun- 
terpart, Igor Sergeyev.] 

The purported evidence of an illicit deal 

is one element of a close collaboration 
between Moscow and Baghdad on matters 
of inter est to the United Nations Special 
Commission on Iraq, the group authorized 
by the Security Council to eliminate Iraq’s 
capability to make weapons of mass de- 
struction, according to the sources. 

U.S. intelligence agencies have 
privately warned UN officials that Rus- 
sian intelligence operatives are spying on 
the commission and its personnel in New 
York and overseas, the sources They 
have further warned that the Russian spy 
agency may have passed some of me 
information it collects directly to Iraq. 

Several American officials confirmed 
Wednesday that the FBI was aware of 
the Russian intelligence operation. A 
spokesman for the Russian mission to 
the United Nations, Kirill Speransky, 
declined to comment, saying, “We usu- 
ally do not comment on any information 
concerning intelligence activities." 

He denied that Moscow had evaded 
sanctions against Iraq. 

U.S. officials say that Russia has tried 
to block specific visits by the UN com- 
mission to sensitive sites in Iraq, for 
reasons that remain unclear. In addition, 
Moscow has successfully put pressure 
on a Russian specialist on ballistic mis- 
siles and chemical weapons, Nikita 
Smidovi tch, to stop leading some of the 
commission's most sensitive inspec- 
tions, ihe sources said. 

One foreign diplomat, who asked not 
to be identified, said: “People are sus- 
picious that there really is some reason 

»Lmi /Inn «iiat«*+ nr fifl/1 rhi ff /\nt * 1 


they don’t want us to find stuff out’ 




detailed investigation by die com- 
mission of Iraq’s purchase of missile 
gyroscopes from Russia in 1995, in vi- 
olation of UN sanctions, has produced 
evidence that well-established 'Russian 
defense companies with major links to 
the government were involved in that 
transaction — not just corrupt middle- 
men or brokers, as Moscow contended. 

Such evidence has stoked concern 
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that, at a minimum, the Russian gov- 
ernment has looked the other way when 
sensitive or illicit transactions have oc- 
curred. “Is it just that Moscow has no 
export controls, no customs inspections 
and no law enforcement? Or is Russia 
willfully trying to help Iraq? The truth 
probably lies somewhere in die middle,” 
a senior U.S. intelligence official said. 

Since October, when Iraq announced 
that it would no longer accept die UN 
inspection procedures that had been in 
place since 1992. Foreign Minister Yev- 
geni Primakov and other senior Russian 
officials have been urging the Security 
Council to adopt less stringent rules. Iraq 
has accused American members of the 
UN inspection teams of spying for the 
United States, acharge denied by the UN 
and the Clinton administration. 

In some cases, Moscow has made little 
effort to conceal efforts to learn what the 
commission is doing and to influence the 
scope and timing of certain sensitive 
inspections, according to sources. 

■ In the summer of 1 996, for example, a 
team of inspectors retreated to a remote 
English town for a training exercise to 
prepare for a surprise visit to a highly 
sensitive Iraqi site. After checking into a 
local hotel, an inspector recognized a 
Russian official who was later identified 
as the London resident for the Russian 
foreign intelligence service, according 
to three sources. 

Each night, the official was observed 
attempting to debrief Russian members 
of the inspection team, the sources said. 
When inspectors eventually tried to reach 
the site targeted by the commission, they 
were blocked by Iraqi military forces. 

In another incident cited by several 
sources, commission officials in charge 
of another highly sensitive inspection in 
March J996 deliberately disseminated 
false information to members of their 
own team about which Iraqi site they had 
targeted. Shortly afterward, a Russian 
political counselor in New York, Gen- 
nadi Gatilov, who is now Moscow’s 
chief expert in New York on commis- 
sion matters, approached a senior com- 
mission official to complain that inspect- 
ing that site would be highly disruptive. 

Mr. Gatilov further threatened that if the 
inspection went forward. Moscow would 
oppose implementation of a UN plan for 
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Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev of Russia, left, welcoming William 
Cohen, the US. secretary of defense, before talks Thursday in Moscow. 


long-term routine monitoring of imports 
and exports to Iraq related to weapons of 
mass destruction — a threat that com- 
mission officials ignored, sources said. 

According to several accounts of the 
1995 Iraqi document, negotiations be- 
tween the two countries were conducted 


in both capitals by official delegations. 
In April 1995, 1 


UN officials privately 
informed diplomats from Russia and otiT 
er countries of their suspicion that a 
single-cell protein plant, at a site known 
as A1 Hakam, was at the center of Iraq's 
germ warfare program. On July 1. the 
Iraqi government publicly admitted pro- 
ducing tons of anthrax and botulinum 
toxin at AI Hakam. The Iraqi officials 
who participated in the negotiations with 
Moscow were from Al Hakam, according 
to the sources. The commission’s former 
chairman. Rolf Ekeus, who is now 


Sweden's ambassador to the United 
States, said be believed that Mr. Primakov 
had been working closely with Iraq partly 
because Moscow had “a dream to come 
back and play a much more influential 
role” in the Middle East. 

In addition. Mr. Ekeus said. Mr. Pri- 
makov and Deputy Prime Minis terTariq 
Aziz of Iraq have become close friends. 
Every proposal by Mr. Primakov is re- 
cognizable as having been prepared by 
Mr. Aziz, Mr. Ekeus said. They match 
Iraq’s ideas “almost word by word, 
many times,” he said. 

Senior Russian diplomats have privately 
told UN officials and U.S. diplomats thar 
Moscow wants a withdrawal of economic 
sanctions on Iraq soon so Baghdad can sell 
enough oil to repay an $8 billion debt for its 
purchases of Russian military equipment 
before the Gulf War in 1991. 


approval to a statement that their country 
had more in common with America than 
die rest of Europe. 

In terms of practical policy-making 
a mong his European Union counter- 
parts, Prime Minister Tony Blair’s at- 
tention-seeking bear hug of American 
preparations to strike Iraq contradicted 
his goal of turning Britain into Europe’s 
leader. His approach was anchored in a 
world that has little to do with the doubly 
cautions one of the Italian cabinet min- 
ister who resorted Wednesday to a 
double negative to say that be thought it 
was not possible for Italy not to allow 
U.S. aircraft to support operations 
against Iraq from their Italian bases. 

Once Italy made its willingness to 
cooperate less unclear, France was on its 
own within Europe in terms of keeping 
its distance from joining with the United 
States. Officials in Paris defined the es- 
sential difference in the French attitude 
as one not sharing the military * hy- 
pothesis” as long as it felt that trying to 
convince Mr. Saddam to open up to the 
UN inspections remained reasonable. 

A European official said he saw this 
line as holding only minimal appeal for 
other European countries andhttle sus- 
tainability for France itself. The poten- 
tial yield from the Arab world was ques- 
tionable, he said, and being seen by The 
Arabs as isolated within Europe and m 
the West in general further undermined 
this reasoning. There was no desirability 
either, the official insisted, in JjnjnS“P 
with France alongside positions held by 
the Russia of President Born Yehstajw 
in the systematic French attempt to hold 
foe United States at arm s length- 

In Germany, the response wasalsoa 
very national one. Perhaps reoc^ecQng 
sharp criticism during the Gulf W^ 
X Germany’s 

stand. Chancellor Helmut Kohl labeled 
Mr. Saddam a criminal wdofflHwd foe 

what 

Sis was good 
Social Democratic Party- - twas 

domestic politics by Mr. KohL g opean 

tioh, fmm the sniff of European 
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Lewis Fox, a retired Secret Service officer, entering a Washington court Thursday where the grand jury sits. 


AGENTS: The Secret Service Is New Front of Starr Investigation 


Continued from Page 1 


light years from the - status' quo 

leadership, and very 'much the status 


datives, projection of German 

force, or a clear demarcation from 
American policy objectives. 


and Treasury departments and “indi- 
cated that our preference is for them to 
handle that in ways that they determine 
are in the best interests of fulfilling their 
mission related to protective services.” 

Mr. McCurry added: “I think, in a 
sense, they said, ‘You know, keep us 
informed, if there’s anything that we 
should know of, but we really would 
prefer that you make it your call on how 
you proceed on that matter.”' 

Treasury and Justice lawyers are not 
arguing that members of the Secret Ser- 
vice are protected by executive priv- 
ilege. Instead, they are trying to carve 
out a new privilege, arguing that foe 
president’s life could ultimately be en- 
dangered if he kept his protective detail 
at a distance out of concern that the 
agents could be called to reveal con- 
versations or meetings they might wit- 
ness. 

Attorney General Janet Reno, in con- 
sultation with T reasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin, will decide whether to argue in 
court to quash the subpoenas, officials 
said. 

[Ms. Reno said Thursday that no de- 
cision had been made on whether to fight 
foe subpoena. The AP reported. 

{* ‘Obviously we will try to work with 
everybody concerned. 1 don’t know 
what the resolution will be," Ms. Reno 


said. She said the question of ensuring 
security and safety of the president is 
among the issues being considered.] 

If government lawyers move to quash 
the subpoenas, they have a single, slim 
ruling to point to: Late last month, foe 
federal judge presiding over the Jones 
trial quashed an effort by her lawyers to 
subpoena hundreds of Secret Service 
agents. 

The judge, Susan Webber Wright, 
agreed with the president's lawyers that 


such testimony could “provide those 
with hostile intent toward foe president 


with important information to use in 
piercing the Secret Service’s protec- 


tion. 


Federal courts in Washington are not 
bound by Judge Wright's order, and she 
said she was not establishing a new legal 
privilege for the Secret Service. 

Never before, officials say, have sub- 
poenas been issued for testimony about 
what agents heard a president say, or 
activities they saw as they protected 
him. 

“If foe agents who are currently em- 
ployed are subpoenaed, this is privileged 
mfonnation," said P. Hamilton Brown, 
executive secretary of the Association of 
Former Agents of the U.S. Secret Ser- 
vice. ”lf I were subpoenaed I’d give him 
my name and remain mute, and let foe 
courts fight this thing out." 

The Washington Post reported Wed- 


nesday that Mr. Clinton asked a uni- 
formed officer of the Secret Service pos- 
ted outside the Oval Office to usher 
Monica Lewinsky in on a weekend af- 
ternoon in late 1995, and that the pres- 
ident and the young intern spent at least 
40 minutes alone. 

The retired officer, Lewis Fox. made 
no mention of such an encounter in 
■interviews published and broadcast last 
week. In those interviews, with a local 
newspaper near his home in southwest- 
ern Pennsylvania and with a Pittsburgh 
television station, he described Ms. 
Lewinsky’s visits lo the Oval Office as 
typical transactions between an aide 
bearing documents and a president re- 
ceiving them. 

[Mr. Fox appeared briefly in the 
courthouse where the grand juty met 
Thursday morning and had no com- 
ment as he left. It was not known 
whether he was questioned before the 
grand jury. The .AP reported. One 
source told Reuters that Mr. Fox did 
not testify, but had been told to return 
next week.] 

Mr. Brown, the former Secret Service 
agent, said that Mr. Fox was a uniformed 
officer, who would only guard foe Oval 
Office “when it's empty." 

“When foe office is empty there is a 
uniformed officer there," foe 20-year 
veteran said. “When foe office is oc- 
cupied there is an agent there." 


temoon Wednesday foot a nurse was 
summoned. 

Ms. Lewis appeared red-eyed, shaken 
and pale when she left the federal court- 
house building, and was escorted by court 
security officers but walked without aid. 

Her extended appearance delayed 
testimony by Ms. Lewinsky, who left her 
father's Los Angeles home on Thursday 
to return to Washington. 

Mr. Ginsburg used unusually sharp 
language in criticizing Mr. Starr's de- 
cision to force Ms. Lewis to appear 
before the grand jury. “They’re putting 
all kinds of pressure on her, and stress," 
he told foe Los Angeles Times. ‘‘It's her 
daughter, for God’s sake; it’s her daugh- 
ter. Disgraceful. It’s disgraceful." 

Ms. Lewis’s appearance lasted far 
longer than expected, in part apparently 
because she had to step out of foe grand 
jury room frequently to compose herself 
and consult with her attorney. A witness 
is not permitted to bring an attorney into 
the grand jury room but may step outside 
at will for consultation. 

Mr. Ginsbmg said Ms. Lewis’s ap- 
pearance before prosecutors and foe 23- 
member jury, which meets behind 
dosed doors, was “more than rough and 
tough.’’ 

In a statement issued later, Ms. Lewis’s 
lawyer, Billy Martin, said: “She was 
unable to complete her testimony, and her 
obligation to testify continues. As you can 
imagine, this is a very emotionally drain- 
ing and difficult time for my client'’ 

Even prosecutorial staff left foe af- 
ternoon session Wednesday looking 
somber and subdued, reporters said. 

Ms. Lewis, who uses a shortened ver- 
sion of her former husband’s name, had 
sought to quash the grand jury subpoena 
bur was compelled to testify. 

Parents can be compelled to testify 
against their children, unlike spouses. 
Legal experts say, however, that to com- 
pel a mother to testify against a daughter 
in a case involving sexual allegations, as 
opposed to far more serious crimes like 
murder, is highly unusual 

Ms. Lewis’s fianed, R. Peter Straus, a 
newspaper and radio station owner in 
New York, told The New York Times 
that she was “plenty bruised" by the- 
oideaL 

Mr. Clinton, meanwhile, continued to 
stick to his normal schedule. He received 
a standing ovation when he spoke to a 
group of congressional Democrats on 
Capitol Hill. Later, his motorcade 
passed before foe federal courthouse. 


BRIEFLY 


tributed to doctors in Huancaveliea. a 
very poor rural region in Pern. 

According to human rights groups, 
several women — mainly Indians from 
small towns in foe countryside — also 
have come forward to complain after 
undergoing sterilization. 

One woman. Victoria Vigo Espinoza. 
35. from the northern city of Piura, told 
investigators that she was sterilized by 
doctors without her permission after giv- 


ing birth in a local hospital. Another 


woman. Maura Castillo Note, 25, who 
lives near foe same northern city, said 
she was offered monthly shipments of 
food in exchange for sterilization — an 
offer she accepted. 

Mr. Rees said foe congressional com- 
miuee was looking into whether money 
from USAID was diverted, probably 
through local nongovernmental organi- 
zations, to aid the sterilization program. 


was that by attacking stocks of chemical 
weapons in Iraq. U.S. forces would send 
a cloud of contamination over Central 
Asia. 

“That would hurt our relations,’ ’ Mr. 
Sergeyev said. “That would set our re- 
lations back many years. We have no 
common borders with Iraq, but with 
chemical weapons that doesn’t mat- 
ter." 

The U.S. secretary* of stale, mean- 
while, responding to congressional calls 
for a clearer policy on Iraq, said in 
Washington that the’long-range goal for 
foe United States was to remove Mr. 
Saddam as president, but not with Amer- 
ican combat troops. 

“Iraq would be better off without 
Saddam Hussein.” Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said. 

Mrs. Albright testified before foe 
House International Affairs Committee 
in a hearing that was marked by demands 
for a policy that went beyond a threat to 
bomb Iraqi biological and chemical 
weapons sites. 

The panel 's chairman. Representative 
Benjamin Gilman, proposed U.S. recog- 
nition of a democratic opposition. The 
panel’s senior Democrat, Lee Hamilton, 
said he supported using force against 
Iraq but also wanted an “alternative 
policy” to undercut Mr. Saddam's gov- 
ernment 

Mrs. Albright said foe administration 
was seeking effective ways to support 
opposition factions but hesitated to dis- 
cuss them at foe open hearing. 

Support for foe administration con- 
tinued to erode in the Senate. Citing a 
4 ‘total lack of confidence’ ’ in foe Clinton 
administration. Senator Slade Gorton, 
Republican of Washington, said Thurs- 
day that he had withdrawn his support 
for a congressional resolution backing a 
possible attack on Iraq. 

“It is quite clear that if foe Clinton 
administration does something militar- 
ily, it will do it inadequately," he said. 

Two Democrats. Senators Patrick 
Leahy of Vermont and Ernest Hollings 
of South Carolina, earlier dropped their 
support for foe resolution. (Reuters. AP J 


Plane Crash Kills 
High Sudan Aide 


KHARTOUM, Sudan— A plane 
canying Sudanese military and 
political leaders crashed in fog 
Thursday, killing foe vice president, 
Major General Zubair Mohammed 
SaJeha, a key leader in foe country 's 
Islamic government. 

The rebel Sudan People’s Lib- 
eration Army said foe plane was 
shot down by its forces. 

"It was not a crash," Justin Yaac, 
spokesman for the group’s political 
wing, said in Nairobi. He said the 
plane was headed for Juba, in south- 
ern Sudan, “and when it was in an 
area we control we shot it down.” 
The claim could not be independ- 
ently confirmed. 

The government said that at least 
seven others aboard were killed 
when foe military plane crashed as it 
prepared to land at Al Nasir in 
southern Sudan. (AP. Reuters) 


Incident in Gaza 


GAZA — Israeli soldiers and 
Palestinian policemen pointed guns 
at each other and exchanged 
punches on Thursday in a confron- 
tation in foe Gaza Strip, a senior 
Palestinian police officer and Arab 
witnesses said. 

Lieutenant Colonel Khaled Abi 
Oula said Jewish sealers, guarded by 
more than 70 Israeli soldiers, took 
over a plot of land claimed by a 
Palestinian family near the settlement 
of Neve Dekalim, in foe southern 
Gaza Strip. Colonel Abi Oula said 
Israeli troops in a joint patrol with 
Palestinian police “pointed their guns 
at us and a fistfigbt broke out." 

An Israeli military source said the 
confrontation started after dozens of 
Pales tinian s tried to tear down a 
fence around ' * a plot of land owned 
by an Israeli" near Neve Dekalim. 

The Israeli source said foe army 
took a grave view of foe incident 
since the Palestinians and Israelis 
were in a joint patrol. {Reuters) 



MORONI, Comoros — Fighting 
erupted on foe breakaway Comoro 
island of Nzwani, foe former An- 
jouan, after rebels attempted to ar- 
rest a former Comoro s prime min- 
ister they suspected of plotting to 
end their secession. 

Witnesses arriving from foe is- 
land on Thursday said there had 
been many casualties but that Mo- 
hammed Abdou Madi — who was 
briefly prime minister in foe early 
1970s — bad so far evaded cap- 
ture. (Reuters) 


San Diego Gang 
sail 


Charged in Killing 


MEXICO CITY — A federal 
grand juiy in California has indicted 
10 San Diego street gang members 
on charges of serving as paid killers 
and traffickers for one of Mexico's 
most powerful drug cartels and has 
implicated most of them in foe 1993 
slaying of a Roman Catholic car- 
dinal in Mexico. 

The indictments, unsealed this 
week, are part of a concerted crack- 
down by U.S. law enforcement of- 
ficials against Hispanic gangs in 
and around San Diego that have 
become cross-border arms of foe 
powerful Tijuana drug cartel con- 
trolled by foe Arellano Felix family 
— one of Mexico's largest and most 
violent trafficking organizations. 

U.S. officials also confirmed that 
some members of foe Arellano Fe- 
lix family had sought refuge in Cali- 
fornia and could still be in the 
United States. 

The indictments charge that 10 
young men acted as bodyguards for 
Arellano Felix operatives and par- 
ticipated in missions to secure the 
family’s control over drug traffick- 
ing along foe border. f WP) 


where reporters and cameramen were 
gathered. 

Ms. Lewis’s testimony would be of 
great interest to prosecutors because of 
what is said to be her exceptionally close 
relationship with her daughter. 

Prosecutors wanted to ask Ms. Lewis 
how much Ms. Lewinsky had told her 
about foe alleged affair she had with Mr. 
Clinton, and about reported requests by 
irimor his friend Vernon Jordan that she lie 
about it under oath in foe Paula Jones sexual 
harassment suit against Mr. Clinton. 

Ms. Lewis reportedly was a party to 
secretly taped discussions about ways in 
which a friend of Ms. Lewinsky's, Linda 


Tripp, could mislead or avoidjawyers in 
be Jo 


foe Jones case. It was Ms. Tripp who 
taped foe discussions and set up a meet- 
ing with Ms. Lewinsky at a Virginia bar 
that federal agents tape-recorded. 

When agents intercepted Ms. Lew- 
insky at that bar on Jan. 16 and ques- 
tioned her, she immediately called her 
mother, who took a train from New York 
to join her daughter. 

Lawyers for Ms. Lewinsky have now 
filed motions with the chief federal Dis- 
trict Court judge here, Norma Holloway 
Johnson. One morion seeks to quash foe 
subpoena calling for Ms. Lewinsky's 
testimony. A similar motion on behalf of 
her mother was rejected. 

The other asked Judge Johnson to en- 
force what Mr. Ginsburg maintains is an 
agreement with Mr. Starr on immunity 
for Ms. Lewinsky. Mr. Starr has said 
there was no enforceable agreement. 

Mr. Ginsburg has said that a possibility 
remains of an immunity agreement. 












The China Connection 


P ARIS — It is the terrifying feeling 
of watching a disaster about to hao- 


At least six persons who together 
funneled millio ns of dollars to Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton’s re-election cam- 
paign or to the Democratic Party had 
close ties to die Chinese government or 
its intelligence agencies. That, at least, 
is the conclusion of Republican sen- 
ators who investigated alleged cam- 
paign finance abuses in the 1996 elec- 
tion, according to an account in Tues- 
day’s Washington Post based on a Sen- 
ate draft report. 

The draft report maintains that there 
was “a broad array of Chinese efforts 
designed to influence U.S. policies and 
elections through, among other means, 
financing election campaigns/' By 
-law, foreigners are not permitted io 
make political donations. 

The first thing to be said about these 
allegations is that they are. for the 
moment, only that, allegations. During 
long months of Senate committee hear- 
ings, no evidence was presented to 
support them, and apparently little or 
no evidence is presented in the Re- 
publicans' final report This dearth of 
detail, we are told, is unfortunate but 
necessary to protect CIA and FBI 
sources and methods. But these are 
damaging charges to level against the 
six individuals, some of whom are U.S. 
citizens. And it is just as important not 
to demonize an entire country based on 
unproven allegations. There is plenty 
to criticize in China today without 
jumping to unproved conclusions. 

Tne second thing to be said is that 
these are serious allegations. Many 
governments attempt to influence U.S. 
policy by paying lobbyists, financing 
trips and other means. If properly dis- 
closed, these are perfectly legal. But if 
China embarked on a plan to covertly 
influence U.S. policy, using agents 
who concealed their ties to the Chinese 
government, that is a very different 
matter. If the charges are not true, one 
wonld expea the Chinese government 
to be more forthright in providing in- 
formation and locating witnesses to 


rebut them — but Beijing refused to 
cooperate with the Senate investiga- 
tion. And one would certainly expea 


the administration to make it a priority, [ pis 

both as a Law enforcement and foreign | ha- 
policy concern, to find out whether the 
charges are true. 

What remains somewhat mystifying 
is what the Chinese may have hoped to 
buy, if indeed they planned to runnel 
$3 million to U.S. -politicians, as al- 
leged. It is not clear that they had any 
reason to fear that Bob Dole would 
have been less friendly to their in- 
terests than Bill Clinton. But it may be 
that, like many American donors, they 
simply wanted access to those in 
power. There is no question that people 
such as James Riady, John Huang and 
Yah Lin “Charlie” Trie enjoyed un- 
usual access to the White House and its 
occupants, in large part thanks to their 
fund-raising prowess. 

If the allegations of connections to 
Chinese agencies are correct, then the 
casual way in which these individuals 
seemed to enjoy the ran of the White 
House raises troubling questions of 
security. And there is no question, 
either, but that these individuals rep- 
resented a particular point of view 
when it came to U.S. policy toward 
China — namely, that U.S. objections 
to China’s proliferation policies, hu- 
man rights abuses or unfair trade prac- 
tices should not stand in the way of 
smooth U.S. -Chinese relations. 

This is above all an American prob- 
lem, not a Chinese one. The “For 
Sale" sign that so many donors 
thought they read on the White House 
door was written in English, not in 
Chinese, and plenty of American 
donors found that they could buy ac- 
cess, too. While the Justice Depart- 
ment should scrupulously investigate 
the charges of covert influence-buy- 
ing, Congress should be changing the 
system to make access less of a price- 
able commodity. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Israel for All Jews 


After months of wrangling, the best 
efforts by a special cabinet committee 
in Israel to resolve a rancorous dispute 
over “who is a Jew” have collapsed. 
A s a result, Reform and Conservative 
Jews plan to resume their campaign to 
break the Orthodox rabbinate’s mono- 
poly over conversions and other rites in 
XsraeL It is unfortunate, although per- 
haps not surprising, that Orthodox Jews 
refused to compromise with non-Or- 
thodox branches of Judaism over whose 
rites will remain binding. But now, in 
the absence of an accord, the govern- 
ment should assure that Israel maintains 
its identity as a homeland for all Jews, 
Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike. 

Since the founding of Israel 50 years 
ago, die Chief Rabbinical Council, an 
Orthodox body, has had sole power 
over conversions within the country. 
Lately, however, that policy has re- 
legated thousands of immigrants to 
second-class citizenship. Immigrants 
who are children of mixed marriages, 
non- Jewish spouses or in some other 
category nor recognized as Jewish un- 
der Orthodox law may not marry or 
be buried in a Jewish cemetery in Is- 
rael, or even own certain property, 
unless they convert. 

For immigrants choosing to convert, 
the only means available in Israel are 
run by Orthodox authorities, which re- 
quire converts to adhere to stringent 
Orthodox principles. Most Jews by 
birth in Israel do not themselves ob- 
serve such standards, yet they qualify 
for marriage, burial and other rights. 
Understandably, many immigrants feel 
that they should be allowed to convert 
under the non-Orthodox auspices. 
Many Israelis also want non-Orthodox 
rabbis to conduct marriages. 

The Reform and Conservative Jews 


have gone to court to establish their 
rights over conversions. Since the Or- 
thodox monopoly is enshrined in tra- 
dition but not law, the non-Orthodox 
challengers are expected to win. 

The current crisis was precipitated 
when the Orthodox establishment 
vowed to win passage of legislation 
invalidating Reform and Conservative 
conversions. That prospect set off 
alarms among non-Orthodox Jews 
around the world,, prompting Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to ask 
his finance minister, Yaakov Neemaa, 
to try to broker a compromise. 

Mr. Neeman managed to persuade 
Reform and Conservative Jews to 
make major concessions, notably by 
agreeing to let the conversions them- 
selves remain in the hands of the Or- 
thodox establishment if Orthodox rab- 
bis would participate with non- 
Orthodox counterparts in an institute to 
prepare people for the conversion rites. 
In going along. non-Orthodox Jews 
hoped ro gain some legitimacy from 
the Orthodox establishment, leading 
eventually to a more flexible approach 
on die conversion itself. 

But those hopes were wrecked this 
week when the Chief Rabbinate ruled 
out a compromise. 

The Orthodox rejection may back- 
fire. Partly because of the outcry 
among 'American Jews, there may not 
be enough votes in Parliament to pass 
the law pushed by Orthodox Jews re- 
taining their monopoly over conver- 
sions. Thai is a welcome development 
No nation, least of all Israel, should 
discriminate against a religious minor- 
ity. Only by embracing a spirit of tol- 
erance can Israel remain a beacon to 
Jews everywhere. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Other Comment 

Diplomacy Isn’t Enough abroad. Only the , 

I J ° nmmrino tn tal 


The central issue here is not 
something that can be responsibly re- 
solved by the give and take of di- 
plomacy. Saddam Hussein continues 
to defy UN demands that he give up 
all of his terror weapons, and so he 
remains an international menace. That 
is toe bedrock issue that cannot be 
compromised or finessed. 

President Clinton’s approach de- 
serves bipartisan backing, and cer- 
tainly it merits far more support than it 
has received from fair-weather friends 


abroad. Only the British are actively 
preparing to take part, although 
Canada and Germany have offered 
“support” 

It is not a plan based on inflated 
expectations. Saddam Hussein, along 
with a lot of his chemical and biological 
weapon programs, probably would sur- 
vive the assaults being readied. But 
many of his weapon sites would be 
destroyed, and the foundations of his 
rule and support could be further 
eroded. That may be less than ideal, but 
most things in this world are. 

— Los Angeles Times. 
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XT of watching a disaster about to hap- 
pen and not seeing bow to stop it. 
Washington has maneuvered itself into 
toe dreadful position on Iraq where 
anything it may do is bad, and doing 
nothing is worse. 

The “substantial’’ aerial attacks 
planned for toe middle of this month 
have now been put off for a couple of 
weeks. Ostensibly it is to honor the 
“Olympic truce” while the nam es go 
on in Nagano, but more realistically it 
is because die United States is still 
trying to line up diplomatic support for 
massive bombing, with less success 

than it is cl aiming 

Unless somehow Saddam Hussein 
agrees to back down on complete, un- 
limited arms inspection demands, un- 
likely because he thrives on crisis and 
doesn't care if his people suffer, Wash- 
ington will cany out its threat 

But it is clear that the military action 
envisaged will not achieve its stated 
purpose, to destroy Iraq’s chemical, 
biological and missile warfare capacity 
and assure that it will not be rebuilt 

Acknowledging that, some Amen- ■ 
can politicians, including House Speak- 
er Newt Gingrich and right-wing com- 
mentators, are urging a land invasion. 
They talk of 100,000 troops, but if it 
took 500,000 to liberate little Kuwait 
that is clearly an illusion. And Ameri- 


By Flora Lewis 

ca really doesn’t want to conquer Iraq. 

Excessive threats and inflated, un- 
substantiated warnings about the dev- 
astation Iraq can cause if it is not 
stopped right away got Washington into 
the current box. It is toe legacy of more 
than a decade of bad judgment and 
misman aged policy toward Bagh d ad, 
and most especially of toe irresponsible 
way President George Bush ended die 
Gulf War in 1991. 

Driving on to occupy Baghdad and 
overturn Saddam would have been a 
terrible mistake. But It was nor toe only 
alternative, as so many seem to think. 
There were many other possibilities to 
destroy Iraq’s military resources and 
undermine the regime. 

It was toe first time in military his- 
tory since the biblical battle of Jericho 
that a cease-fire applied only to the. 
victor, not the vanquished. Saddam was 
allowed to rescue his helicopters and 
use his untouched Republican Guard to 
put down the Shiite uprising in the 
south, and when that was achieved to 
send them north against the Kurds. 

Intervention came only a couple of 
months later, thanks to CNN focusing 
on toe desperate plight of refugees, and 
Turkey wanting them to go home. But 
while they were protected by toe “no- 


fly zone,” the Kurdish factions fell to 
quarreling, and the CIA completely 
mishandle d the situation. 

It nrged toe Iraqi opposition io resist 
Saddam and then brayed them, in its 
worst fiasco since the Bay of Pigs. 
Some 2,000 Iraqis exposed to retri- 
bution (nobody know bow many were 
killed) were eventually evacuated to 
Guam, where they were kept incom- 
municado at the big U.S. case until 
after the 1996 presidential election.' 

With toe exception of a fine ABC 
documentary last summer which none- 
theless still failed to probe toe why of 
U.S. operations, there was no outcry, 
no congressional or serious press in- 
vestigation. The most telling disclosure 
of ABC’s program came from former 
National Security Advises: Brent Scow- 
croft, who said Washington wanted to 
provoke a military coup against Sad- 
dam, not to risk a different regime. 

Saudi Arabia, with its fears of Iran, 
its distaste for any precedent of over- 
throwing an Arab regime or possibly 
dismantling an Arab state, its concern 
that some autonomy for southern Iraqi 
Shiites would inspire similar demands 
from the Shiite majority in its eastern 
oil province, has been a weighty in- 
fluence on Washington all along. 

If it is balking now about use of 
Saudi bases to attack Iraq, it is not for 
love of Saddam but because of these 


fears plus toe certainty of popular out- 
rage. Practically all states, including toe 
Arabs, want to see Iraq comply with 
Security Council resolutions. 

Bur that does not mean support for 
heavy American action. It is self-de- r 
hidin g for. Washington to spread word 
tfiat privately some Arab leaders • say 
they would not mind. The reason they 
dare not say it publicly is that they knew 
how furious their people would be. ... - 

This Iraqi dilemma has so many in- 
tricate links with other distinct, major 
U.S. foreign policy interests — Israel- 
Paiestine peace, relations with Russia, 
sanctions oh Iran, Turkey’s rede in 
NATO and Cyprus, and others — that it 
is evident that the consequences of big 
{in d almost inevitably indecisive action 
are incalculable. . 

The United States cannot just cave in 
to Saddam. But the course it is how 
following wonld add more disasters to 
its record there, aid leave the dictator ; 
once again toe sly winner. 

Some face-saving compromise on 
the extent of inspections seems to be. 
av ailable. Washington would do better 
to take it and, with a little patience and 
hopefully more skill, seek to topple 
him, than to flaunt its firepower. 

There are things bombs can’t do, and ' 
there is no real urgency except the desire 
to show that America can’t be defied. 

Flora Lewis. 


People Firsts The World Economy Needs Regulation 


P ARIS — Conventional 
comment says that the state- 
* mobilized Japanese and South 
Korean mercantile systems, to- 
gether with authoritarian Singa- 
pore “Confucian” capitalism, 
and toe quasi-feudal “crony 
capitalism” of Indonesia and 
Thailand, all have fallen to toe 
competitive pressures of liberal 
and globalist economic forces. 

Asia, the argument says, will 
be forced to reorganize itself on 
the model of American capi- 
talism, to its short-term pain but 
its long-term advantage. Inter- 
national investors should be 
protected (otherwise they might 
not come back), but local 
companies, the labor force and 
society will have to suffer eco- 
nomic purge, new deregula- 
tions and greater foreign eco- 
nomic penetration. 
Conventional comment also 


By William Pfaff 


makes a political claim, that toe 
free market is linked to demo- 
cracy. Authoritarian Asian eco- 
nomies, it is said, can recover 
only by adopting the democratic 
political modeL 

Francis Fukuyama, known 
for having buried history in 
1989, writes in the latest issue 
of the New York monthly Com- 
mentary toar “the well-docu- 
mented correlation between 
stable democracy and a high 
level of development” will 
“increasingly favor the rule of 
law and greater popular par- 
ticipation ’’ in Asia. 

The crisis thus has been a 
blessing in disguise, discredit- 
ing false political models. 

However, the social and 
political conditions created by 
crisis in Indonesia are not self- 


evidently conducive to stable 
democracy. Indonesia experi- 
ences a mounting level of vi- 
olence directed against toe 
Chinese minority, which dom- 
inates toe economy. And se- 
rious, potentially anti-Western 
political tensions are very 
strong elsewhere in the region. 

A second interpretation of 
the Asian crisis is essentially 
economic and very pessimistic. 
It proceeds from toe same dia- 
gnosis — that the high level of 
savings in Asia, 'together with a 
very large amount of Western 
investment, much of it spec- 
ulative and volatile, has com- 
bined to produce a crisis of 
overinvestment and overpro- 
duction, with a vast oversupply 
of goods for saturated markets. 

It goes on to argue that this 


process has only begun, and 
could produce global dumping 
of goods, more loan defaults 
and further devaluations, lead- 
ing to world deflation and de- 
pression reminiscent of the 
Great Depression. 

One does not have to accept 
this distressing analysis to think 
that the world economy needs 
new and better regulation, 
rather than the accelerated de- 
regulation recommended by 
American triumphalists — for 
example, the global investment 
liberalization now sought by the 
United States in discussions at 
the OECD. 

The need for new regulation 
was one of the generally ac- 
knowledged themes of the 
World Economic Forum in Da- 
vos this month. George. Soros, 
the financier, has proposed a 
new international credit insur- 


Reform for the Long Term in South Korea 


p AMBRIDGE, England— It 
V-xhas been just two months 
since toe IMF advanced its plan 
to manage South Korea’s eco- 
nomic crisis. The Fund has 
already been forced to relax 
some macroeconomic targets, on 
inflation, money supply and fis- 
cal balance. Now new problems 
are emerging from toe Fund’s 
insistence that market discipline 
alone will revive toe country. 

If, as seems likely, the IMF 
and its U.S. backers have mis- 
read Korean fundamentals, the 
consequences will prove even 
more damaging than toe defla- 
tionary policies the Fund has 
recently been forced to amend. 

The roots of toe Korean crisis 
lie not in excessive regulation 
bat in toe hasty dismantling of a 
carefully constructed system of 
economic checks and balances. 
Overcapacity and corporate 
collapses, Korea’s principal 
symptoms today, arose pre- 
cisely because Seoul aban- 


By Ha-Joon Chang . 


doned two established policies: 
investment coordination and 
managed competition. 

Foreign debt doubled from 
1994 to 1997, to more than $100 
billion, reflecting a borrowing 
spree among corporations eager 
to expand. Fueling tins debt 
were 30 neophyte merchant 
banks, half of them less than 
two years old. 

The problem here was not 
overregulation but regulatory 
failure. The consequence is ev- 
ident in the balance sheets. 
Two- thirds of toe $20 billion 
that these merchant banks bor- 
rowed abroad has a maturity of 
less than a year. Almost all of 
that S20 billion was lent on as 
long-term debr with more than a 
year’s maturity. 

Crony capitalism? This is a 
recent feature in South Korea. 
Money has long flowed from 
business into politics, but it was 


rarely tied to specific favors; 
manufacturers were subordin- 
ated to national plans. Crony 
capitalism appeared in the last 
decide, as government guide- 
lines were gradually abandoned - 
and a free-for-all of shady polit- 
ical exchanges ensued. 

Further financial liberaliza- 
tion, the IMF believes, will al- 
low foreign institutions to put 
South Korea’s house in order. 
But these are toe same insti- 
tutions that lent so much to its 
badly managed merchant 
banks. And these same insti- 
tutions are now defying “mar- 
ket logic” by asking Seoul to 
assume a large proportion of 
private-sector debt. 

Proposals to restrain corpo- 
rate expansion through foreign 
takeovers may make more 
sense. But the takeover me- 
chanism has serioas downsides, 
as is evident in any advanced 


Look Back for a Crash Course 


W ASHINGTON — It is a 
time of economic boom. 
Far to toe west of toe estab- 
lished industrial centers of toe 
world economy, across the 
broad ocean, an industrial rev- 
olution is in progress. Mam- 
moth infrastructure projects lay 
the groundwork for cities and 


By J. Bradford DeLong 


houses have been the vacation 
retreats of national presidents, 
and who have been toe business 
partners of close relatives of na- 
tional leaders — go bankrupt 
East Asia in 1997-1998? 


factories where before only - Yes, of course. But also toe 


rude farmers had dwelt 

Natural resources are tapped, 
and rising exports of resource- 
based products raise living stan- 
dards both in the new boom 
economies and in the older in- 
dustrial core. A flow of man- 
ufactured goods begins and 
grows as the emerging indus- 
tries find competitive niches. 

All this is funded by a flood 
of capital out of the established 
financial centers seeking higher 
returns, and willing to bear 
some extra risks as well 

But all is not well. Corrupt 
government officials have been 
siphoning off unbelievable 
amounts of money from state- 
funded infrastructure projects. 
Revelations of toe extent of cor- 
ruption lead to legislative cen- 
sure of toe troth-tellers. 

Meanwhile, the greatest fi- 
nancial institutions have become 
overextended, pouring their 
money into enterprises doomed 
to faflnre- When a sudden shock 
lays bare the extent of official 
corruption and of unsound 
private business practices, cap- 
ital stampedes out, back to the 
industrial core, no maner what 
interest rates are paid ca- equity 
terms are offered. 

And with a shattering crash, 
the largest and most prominent 
financiers — those whose. 


United States of ‘America in 
1873-1874. 

British and other European 
investors reacted then just as 
American and other investors 
are reacting now: by pulling 
their capital out of toe enter- 
prises and economies that only 
a year before they had seen as 
profitable gold mines. 

We know how this story ends 
in the absence of international 
intervention and support. Back 
in 1873 there was no IMF. The 
Bank of England saw its man- 
date as narrowly limited to Brit- 
ish financial crises. 

British and European capital 
fled toe United states. The 
amount of railroad miles built in 
the United States fell by 80 per- 
cent. as the country entered a 
depression that was not to lift for 
nearly half a decade. Until 1933, 
it was the U.S. depression that 
followed 1873 which had toe 
name of “Great Depression.” 

Now we are watching the 
same movie, but we have a 
chance to give it a different end- 
ing. Now we have an IMF, Now 
we have a U.S. Treasury and a 
Federal Reserve that under- 
stand toe need to safeguard the 
world economy as a whole. 

Now we have central bankers 
and finance ministers who un- 
derstand that large loans to 


cushion the adjustment to a sud- 
den loss of confidence and 
provide liquidity to keep toe 
engine of capitalist develop- 
ment greased can do enormous 
good at little risk. 

But they can do their job and 
make a better ending to this 
movie only if politicians are 
willing to give Messrs. Cam- 
dessus and Fischer, Rubin and 
Summers elbow room. 

A good ending will not make 
sure that every overentousiastic 
speculator or crony capitalist 
loses his or her shirt. A good 
ending will not make sure that 
every East Asian construction 
or manufacturing worker keeps 
his or her job. A good ending 
will not keep East Asian de- 
mand for American products as 
high as in toe past, or lower the 
American trade deficit 

A good ending to this movie 
will, however, make the East 
Asian recessions of 1998-1999 
that follow the East Asian fi- 
nancial crisis of 1997 smalL - 

To the extent that toe politi- 
cians seeking hot-button issues 
demand a more perfect world 
than international central 
bankers — with their blunt, im- 
perfect tools and powers — can 
deliver, they lessen our chance 
to make a better ending to 
today’s movie than the movie of 
a century and a quarter ago. 

The writer, a professor of 

economics m the University of 
California at Berkeley, was 
US. deputy assistant Treasury 
secretary for economic poliev 
from 1993 to 1995. He con- 
tributed this comment to The 
Washington Post. 


country. It can shrink invest- 
ment horizons and create its 
own version of reckless expan- 
sion by allowing large but in- 
efficient firms for corporate 
raiders') to take over small but 
efficient operations. 

Lifetime employment ami 
company welfare plans may 
also need reform. Making re- 
dundancy easier could be ben- 
eficial in the long run, if com- 
bined with universal unem- 
ployment insurance and retrain- 
ing programs. 

But a sea change in Korean 
attitudes and institutions is re- 
quired, and that cannot occur 
overnight. In a deflationary 
phase, such fundamental shifts 
are likely only to exaggerate 
social and economic conflicts. 

As for crony capitalism, toe 
solution lies in strengthening 
the coordinating function of 
government, not in weakening 
it, so that Seoul can set clear 
limits as to toe proper relations 
between business and govern- 
ment. Civil service reforms, in- 
cluding salary increases, will 
make bribery less attractive 
among bureaucrats. 

Given toe shortcomings of 
toe IMF’s rescue package, it is 
time to consider an alternative 
program of structural and in- 
stitutional reform that places 
long-term growth, not quick 
fixes, at toe top of the agenda. 

The writer, who teaches eco- 
nomics at Cambridge Uni- 
versity, is author of "The Polit- 
ical Economy of Industrial 
Policy ." He contributed this 
comment to the International 
Herald Tribune. 






ance agency, commenting that 
even a casino has roles. 

Others argue for more central 
bank regulation of currency 
movements, or new regulatory 
structures attached to toe IMF 
or. toe Bank fat International 
Settlements, in order to impose 
greater transparency cm inter- 
national monetary transactions. 

The Overseas Development 
Council in Washington, which 
firmly backs globalization, 
nonetheless proposes a broad 
“global economic summit,” 
ptilitical in nature, to assure that 
poor countries are not margin- 
alized, and to respond to con- 
cerns that globalization has* 
proved destabilizing in effect , 
and is actually lowering living 
standards for toe majority. 

ArKrtha interpretation of what 
has happened in Aria, which re- 
flects a radical critique of glob- 
alization itself, argues that die 
crisis has followed an irrespons- 
ible American-prompted drive to 
deregulate world markets and 
producti on to its own commer- 
cial advantage. Mickey Kantor 
has said that toe IMF is a “bat- 
tering ram” to open Asian mar- 
kets to U.S. exports. . 

Speculative and unsustain- 
able development in Asia has 
been promoted and rewarded, 
while toe social and cultural 
costs of the destruction of es- 
tablished economic structures 
have been ignored. 

Critics would say that this 
program has been rationalized 
by a naive market determinism, 
product of the last 20 years, 
which holds, on toe basis of 
faith rather than evidence, that 
the universal search for indi- 
vidual self-aggrandizement au- 
tomatically promotes collective 
happiness. 

Intelligent discussion of what 
to do next requires answers 
about where we now are. 

Is this crisis a positive cor- 
rection in a fundamentally be- 
nign process of progressive 
global economic integration on 
the American model? 

Is it a deflationary crisis lead- 
ing to a collapse of currencies 
and markets in toe West, as well 
as in Asia? Does if involve im- 
portant political dangers? 

Js it an episode in a reckless 
attempt to. remake toe world 
economy, with destructive so- 
cial consequences that could be 
as momentous as those of 19th 
century colonialism? 

' These issues are fundamental 
to the decisions that will be 
taken in coming months on in- 
vestment regulation or dereg- 
ulation, transparence, further 
market opening and national 
policies on global finance. - 

International Herald Tribune. 

Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100. 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1898: Zola's Trial 

PARIS — Every succeeding 
day of the Zola trial adds fuel to 
popular excitement What will 
be the upshot of toe whole busi- 
ness? The Herald has obtained 
toe views of competent jour- 
nalists of toe Figaro. M. 
Calmette thinks it may be ex- 

S that a revision of the 
case is now cer tain. M. 
irt, on toe other hand, 
regards M. Zola's conviction as 
equally assured. A writer in the 
Gaulois complains dial anarchy 
prevails in me army, in toe law 
courts and in toe street. He calls 
upon M. FSlix Fame to exercise 
his constitutional power to put a 
Stop to this state of things. 

1923: ‘Gypsy 5 Earrings 

NEW YORK — Beauty spe- 
cialists are sounding a -warning 
to women to “watch their 
ears.” Modem fashions are cre- 
ating what may develop into a 


new malady. After the fad fra ‘e,f 
heavy “gypsy” earrings is over 
many women will fed their V M - \ ■ 
ears are all awry. It is not un- ' 

usual for such of these oma- 
meats to weight two, three and (. 
even four ounces. They are . 
worn during the day and even- V.- ^ 
mg and practically every day. . “<?.,/ 
This constant wear pulls toe ear ; . v “ - : 
down into an ugly triangle. ‘V # _ 

1948: Red Hollywood . J 

NEW YORK — W. Frank, fi'f'l':, m 
Watkins, District Director of’- 
Immigration, said that a depor- ( ]-/■; ' 

tation order had been made p 
against German-bom Huns «$£Sj.V. 
Eisler, a Hollywood music- 

composer described by govern- 

meat officials as a Communist. } . £ %’?‘ J f . 
Eisler Is a citizen of Austria and : - ■*, 

brother of Gesfaardt Eisler, who ■ * >, : v 

is now In government custody" 
at Ellis Island. Gerhardt is de- v 

scribed by government officials , 

as fee “Number One” Coni' 
munist in the United Slates. 
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Behind the Smoking Gun, 
A Secret Talking-Pointer 
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-~. smo ' an S gun in the most re 
XMDI Chnton scandal ,s in plainS 

The evidence that strikes dreS a* 
White House is a three^tS m the 
caBed the "talking pob®.” nSv 
- has yet deputed that Monica LeS 
gave ihe points to Linda Tripf ^ 

aboiit *8*3 

woman, Kathleen Willey, in orenara 

cons for the Paula Jonesnial P P ^" 

Ms. Tn pp -had said publicly that 
she saw Mrs. Willey, lipstick smeanS 
and blouse untucked, in the White 

House after what Mrs. Willey claimed 
wasapass made « her by the president 

V* UK of Ihe talking points 
transmitted by Ms. Lewinsky, was to 

get Ms. Tnpp to change her story 
in an affidavit. r 

. Th * P? r *° n or , P ers c*ns unknown 
who drafted or dictated the talkina 
points urged Ms. Tripp to swe£ 

^th a Mrs m wUley reCem C ° nversalion 
Asa result of my conversation with 
in i be a£T r v v subsequent reports that showed 
*"* 9 she had tried to enlist the help of 
someone else in her lie that the president 
sexually harassed her." the talking- 
pointer directed Ms. Lewinsky to sug- 
gest that Ms. Tripp say, “I now do not 
believe that what she claimed happened 

Existential dread in 
the White Bouse is 
the feeling of standing 
atop the world on a 
trap door. 
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really happened. I now find it 
completely plausible that she herself 
smeared her lipstick, untucked 
her blouse, etc.” 

White House aides know that 
few young interns use phrases like 
“subsequent reports.” Question: Who 
was the talking-pointer? He or she 
or they seem to have been suborning 
petjury, tampering with a witness 
and using Ms. Lewinsky as an accessory 
in obstructing justice. 

That helps explain why immunity 
talks broke down. Ms. Lewinsky’s 
lawyers woe reported ready to have 
her asseit a sexual relationship with 
the president, which is no crime, but 
were apparently not willing to let her 
identify the person who may have 
enlisted her in a conspiracy to suborn 
peajnjy, which is a crime. 

It also explains die existential dread 


palpable in ihe White House today, de- 
spue the bravado of the counterattack 
^nd the public's laudable aversion to 
invasion of privacy. The author of the 
inking points will likely be found, is 
in real danger of going to jail, and may 
not want 10 go alone or for long. 

Why did the talking-pointer take ihe 
chance of using Ms. Lewinsky as a 
conduit for changing Ms. Tripp's testi- 
mony about Mrs. Willey? 

Because the Willey episode, if it 
occurred as initially described, could 
be a presidency -breaker. The Lewinsky 
affair (if it was not all a figment of 
her imagination) was consensual and 
could be forgiven by a cluck-clucking 
bur prosperous majority. 

But when a job applicant is grabbed 
and fondled by an executive, chief 
or otherwise, that is outright sexual 
harassment. Because this applicant's 
testimony is given reluctantly, it is 
especially damning. 

Is it any wonder that Ms. Lewinsky's 
help was urgently sought? Not only was 
she needed to deny any relationship of 
her own, but to transmit a document that 
would shape another’s sworn testi- 
mony. Having placed her in such a key 
position, the talking-pointer was eager 
to meet her career demands. 

That in turn could explain the heat 
on Vernon Jordan to repeat his Webster 
Hubbe/I benefaction and to get her a 
job outside Washington. 

It could explain the spectacle of 
the United Nations delegate. Bill 
Richardson, making a pilgrimage to 
her Watergate apartment building with 
his staff ro offer this former intent a 
job in his New York office. 

And that explains some of the White 
House staff fear. Somebody probably 
told the presidential secretary, Betty 
Currie, to make this happen; she 
then told John Podesta, deputy chief 
of staff, as he must have recounted ro 
the grand jury; he then passed the 
order to Ambassador Richardson, who 
obeyed with alacrity. 

But can you legally offer someone 
a federal job in consideration for 
valuable private • service — such as 
keeping quiet or influencing a witness's 
testimony — that the employee will 
perform? Those in the offering chain 
aware of such a deal may run afoul 
of Section 21 1 of the Criminal Code, 
“acceptance or solicitation to obtain 
appointive public office." 

Existential dread in the White House 
is the feeling of standing atop the 
world on a trap door. 

I remember that feeling. "Things are 
In die saddle and ride piankind." 

The New VorkTimes 


Give U.S. Consumers 
Credit Where It’s Due 


By Stanley Lebergott 


M iddletown, Con- 

necticut — Conferences 
on the world economy should 
be held in Calcutta or Lagos. 
Or at least Newark, New 
Jersey. Fewer fine minds 
might feel the need to travel. 

MEANWHILE 

But those attending would 
get a closer sense of real 
world priorities. 

As it is, the splendid hotels, 
high-fashion shops and 
millionaires on the ski slopes 
of Davos, Switzerland, 
provided the appropriate 
background for the narsh 
words that the U.S. first lady 
had lust week for American 
consumers and “the messages 
of American culture." 

Hillary Rodham Clinton's 
prepared remarks at the annual 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos began with openhan- 
ded praise for the "free mar- 
ket," which she said has "the 
greatest capacity to create em- 
ployment, income, wealth and 
investment.'* But in the ques- 
tion period, she fallowed with 
an extended indictment: 

I. “We are creating a con- 
sumer-driven culture that pro- 
mores values and ethics that 
undermine both capitalism 
and democracy." 

2. In fact, she said, “con- 
sumer capitalism” is under- 


mining the “kind of work eth- 
ic [and] postponement of 
gratification ... historically 
associated with capitalism."" 

3. "Because we are dom- 
inated by commercial televi- 
sion, we have a relentless, 
unstopping message of con* 
sumer materialistic pleasure. 
Exporting that cannot be good 
for any culture." 

Her conclusion? “Schools, 
families, religious organiza- 
tions, associations like scout- 
ing," she continued, must 
help balance “the messages 
of the materialistic culture." 

Before the scouts arrive, 
what about this "consumer- 
driven culture?" Pogo comes 
to mind: We have met the en- 
emy and he is us. Who creates 

What they decide 
to buy creates the 
marvels of income 
and employment. 



this 

Cure' 


"consumer-driven cul- 
but 270 million Amer- 


icans? 

Who should “drive" the 
American free market if not 
consumers? They do nor al- 
ways follow the injunctions of 
“the best and the brightest.” 
They even ignore the noisiest 
advertisers. What they decide 


to buy then creates those mar- 
vels of employment and in- 
come that Mrs. Clinton praised 
at the start of the speech. 

Indeed. 90 percent of the 
American work force produces 
consumer goods and services. 
Some directly — food, medi- 
cine, Polartee jackets. Some 
indirectly — tractors, lettuce 
boxes, bottling machines. 
Those products also generate 
most of the nation’s income. 

Do American consumer 
pleasures reek more of “ma- 
terialism" than those of 
Switzerland? Many of us 
might hesitate to aim such 
criticism at other consumers. 
Anyone who takes a 100-ion 
plane to visit ski slopes, or 
even a one-ion car to the theat- 
er, who accumulates books 


and newspapers printed on 
miilion-doliar presses or buys 
more expensive clothing than 
what Wal-Mart sells might be 
reluctant to pass judgment. 

Others know that "con- 
sumer-driven culture" was in 
the American grain long before 
anyone discovered that “con- 
sumer capitalism is undermin- 
ing the work ethic and post- 
ponement of gratification.” 

It was, after all, on July 4, 
1776, that Thomas Jefferson 
recorded in his daybook: 
“seven pair of women’s 
gloves, for 20 shillings." 
Later records show more 
material consumption: His 
unending book purchases 
became the original Library 
of Congress. A few bottles 
still remain of the many cases 


of wine he shipped from 
France ro Virginia. 

Also, what of straitlaced 
John Adams, who began his 
long day's work before dawn? 
As he wrote Jefferson close to 
their deaths: "Mind your own 
business! Do no wrong! Do all 
the good you can! Eat your 
canvas back ducks! Drink 
your burgundy, sleep your 
Siesta and Trust in God ! ‘ ' 

Now there’s a message for 
consumers. 


The writer, a professor 
of economics m Wesleyan 
University, is the author 
of “Pursuing Happiness : 
American Consumers in 
the Twentieth Century He 
contributed this comment to 
The New York Times. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Perspectives on Clinton 

I am 89 years old and have voted 
for the Republican candidate for 
the U.S. presidency since 2 cast my 
first vote for Herbert Hoover against 
Franklin Roosevelt in 1932. 

But I would vote for Bill Clinton 
today if he were campaigning again 
for the presidency. Mr. Clinton’s State 
of the Union address was the best I 
have ever heard, and made quite 
clear the marvelous job he has done 
during his final term. 

When Mr. Clinton took questions 
from reporters in the Oval Office 
last week in the company of the 
visiting British prime minister, Tony 


Blair, I was shocked that the president 
was asked about his personal problems. 
I was embarrassed that a guest of the 
United States, Mr. Blair, had to listen to 
such inappropriate questions. 

The president should make a rule that, 
during all meetings with visiting heads 
of state or foreign dignitaries, only ques- 
tions dealing with issues relevant to the 
two countries will be accepted. 

JAMES E WARRING. 

Heiriiberg. Switzerland. 

. Your letters to the editor since the 
Clinton scandal became known appear 
to condone alleged behavior that most 
women would find abhorrent in their 
husbands and fathers. 


Why haven’t you heard from fem- 
inists who place sexual harassment 
at the top of tiieir agenda? 

Should we justify President Bill 
Clinton's reported exploitation of 
women just because of fears that his 
resignation would affect the economy, 
compromise various peace negotiations 
or set back women's issues'? 

The United States, its government 
and its institutions are far greater 
than one man! 

LOUISE w. DEMAK7S. 

Westport, Connecticut. 

Hazardous Balloonists 

Regarding “Balloonists Give Up: 


Chinas Refusal to Clear Overflight 
Dooms Round-the-World Attempt" 
(Feb. 51 and “Too Late. China Clears 
Flight by Balloonists" {Feb. 6\: 

As a frequent air traveler in China, 
1 applaud the Chinese authorities' 
concent for air safety — they do 
know the limitations of their air traffic 
control system — and condemn what 
is essentially an adventure by rich 
enthusiasts. 

Air travel in China is risky enough 
without the additional and avoidable 
hazards posed by balloons In the 
jet stream, where both commercial and 
military jets operate. 

MICHAEL R K. MUDD. 

Hong Kong. 
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given to the values underlying the promis- 
cuous provision of lethal weaponry." 

Turnon, executive director of the 
Winston Foundation for World Peace in 
Washington for the past 10 years, reports 
that in Ihe mid-1990s the U.S. weapons 
industry bada 70 percent market share of 
sales to Thud World nations. More than 
$200 billion worth of aims will have 
been exported by the end of the decade. 
With “Spoils of War," Tirroan joins a 
worthy list of independent analysts who, 
in season and out, keep assembling the 
facts of America's modem arms trade. 
Among them are Seymour M elm an. au- 
thor of “The Permanent War Econo- 
my”; William Haitung of the World 
Policy Institute; Sanford Gottlieb, author 
of "Defense Addiction: Can America 
Kick the Habit?"; Ruth Sivard and her 
annual report. World Military and Social 
Expenditures, and A. Ernest Fitzgerald, 
author of “High Priests of Waste.’ ’ 
“Spoils of War” differs journalist- 
ically from the toil of those authors by 
reporting from the field on how cold 
violence in the United States becomes 
hot violence in the villages of south- 
eastern Turkey. In the name of quashing 
Kurdish dissent and guerrillas by mil- 
itary force, which meant avoiding any 
compromising to gain political solu- 
tions, in recent years Turkey’s military 

has killed thousands of villagers and 

aKgraTweij with the displaced 25 million. By Tirman 's num- 
-- ■ ■*- — military might as well be 

‘ the United States. 
Turkey received $6 

wtX! As apaitisan whose moredan d 
matter wnai me cjiw subordinate teal preferences unmistakably favor 

betrayal t0 uamole nonviolent means of conflict resolution 

t^vestothisApp^t^ffl^ti^e ^ Tirman * obviously 

" at odds with the ideas and actions of 

to ourselves and m 1 otn - people in the arms industry and their 

-In Tinnan s mufcL , uc ^slative backers. His challenge as a 

prcvaik fSSaa ^er writer is to lay out the facts nonideo- 
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SPOILS OF WAR: 

The Human Cost of America's 
Arms Trade 

fly John Tirman. 310 pages. $25. Free * 
Press. 

Reviewed by Colman McCarthy 

C RITICS of American militarism 
disinguish between hot violence and 
cold violence. Hot is the slaughtering of 
human beings close up, as in Vietnam 
when peasants were shot — "greased" 
was the term — because they may have 
been hiding Vietcong. Weapons fire, 
bloodied bodies drop. Cold violence oc- 
curs when policy or boardroom decisions 
mean death and suffering to people well 
removed by time and geography. 

In "Spoils of War." John Tinnan ex- 
amines with dispassionate resolve and 
clarity the mechanics of cold violence — 
the specialty of arms lobbyists, corporate 
weapons-exporcers, pro-military politi- 
cians, Washington policymakers and 
think-tank 'rationalizers who are remote 
from the gore and madness than can result 
when America’s technology of death- 
tighter jets, attack helicopters, missiles, 
land mines, tanks, guns — is profitably 
sold to client states. Tinnan’s reporting, 
which is rich with historical allusions and 
fair-minded analysis of what he calls “the 
ingrained habits and shibboleths of the 


the human suffering in one war zone or 
another “is a symptom of a systematic 
malfunctbn in a decrepit and morally 
vacuous American foreign policy" — 
cannot be idly dismissed as just more 
liberal grousing against militarists. 

Seasoned by his many years of work in 
Washington. Tinnan ably meets the chal- 
lenge. Strong sentiments are voiced but 
no shrillness. The impact of factual and 
credible information carries his argu- 
ments. One of these is that president after 
president has not allowed the grisly re- 
sults of the aims-export business to 
dampen support for arms corporations - 
Lockheed Martin, United Technologies, 
Sikorsky, General Dynamics and others 
— that sell abroad. 

I T may surprise some readers that 
Jimmy Carter was one of the enthu- 
siasts. As a candidate in June 1976, Tir- 
man reports. Carter preached: “We can- 
not be both the world's leading 
champion of peace and the world’s lead- 
ing supplier of the weapons of war.” 
Once he was elected, however, the fervor 
vanished. Early in his presidency, Tir- 
man writes. Carter “approved the largest 
sale of U.S. hardware in the decade — 
200 advanced fighter jets to Saudi Ara- 
bia, Egypt, and Israel." Later he re- 
commended sending the Airborne Warn- 
ing and Control System (AW ACS), an 
exceptionally advanced technology, to 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. Tirman' s invalu- 
able criticism — also on display in his 
earlier books. “The Fallacy of Star 
Wars" and “Empty Promise” — isn’t 
likely to run out of ideas and deeds 
worthy of scorn. In addition to the over- 
all excellence of the reporting in "Spoils 
of War," it will remain topical for some 
time. TTie hot violence goes on. 

Colman McCarthy, who directs the 
Center for Teaching Peace and teaches 
courses on nonviolence at four Wash- 
ington-area schools, wrote this for The 
Washington Post. 


to a new country 


Are you 
the most of it? 


International Conference • Paris • March 27-29 


If yoa have reloaded to another country; there is 
an exatn^ coidereace called Women on the Move 
(WOTM) that is dedgued for you. This conference 
will address many of the fesuesof livingm^ a foreign 
countiy - be it short or long term. 


, * A special scries of workshops is also being offered 
. ' within the conference for oi^ani^onsrugiloying 
‘ expatriates as well as.lh^jaai^ 

IT. 1998 for a reduced rate. 
•V GohferenCe fee'indndes.vour choke of over 25 work- 
shops; plus keynote sessions, two luncheons, a cham- 
, ' pagne reception, a networking fes, coffees and more. 

■ Group rates are available. :: 
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By Alan Truscott 
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group of six players has 
>set a record by scoring 
' e victories in 

York Bridge 

Association’s Von Zedtwitz 
Teams. 
Krekorian, 
Elizabeth 



after a complex auction. 

West led the club ace 
against foar spades, and 
South raffed, cashed the 

NORTE 
+ K1D43 
0A753 
$73 
*1084 

EAST 
*9 

OHIO 
->A85 

4KQJ9632 

SOUTH 
* A Q 5 2 
SQJB 
4 Kqi0«*2 

*- 

HOrth and South were vulnerable. 
The bidfling: 

West 
Pass 
0bL 

P*» ^ 

West tad the club ace. 


WEST (TO 

* J670 
09642 

* J9 

* A 7 5 



spade ace and led the dia- 
mond queen. This was al- 
lowed to win, and he played 
the king, pinning the jack. 
East took the diamond ace 
and played the club king, 
a g a in raffed in the closed 
hand 

The position was now as 
shown at right 

Krekorian led the diamond 
ten and West ruffed with the 
spade jack. 

Krekorian discarded the 
club ten from dummy and 
could not then be defeated. 

West led his last dub and 
South ruffed in his hand with 
the spade queen. 

Another diamond lead was 
ruffed by West and over- 
raffed in dummy. The spade 
king removed West's last 
trump and a low heart was led. 


Since a tramp remained in 
dummy, the heart king was 
the last trick for the defense. 

In the replay East played in 
four clubs, which could have 
been made but failed by a 
trick. 

The Chan team gained 11 
imps. 

NORTH 
+ K 10 4 
<7 A753 
0 — 

*10 


Women on the Move '98 topics will include; 

•Cultural Adaptation 

• Portable Caress 

\ m ■ Family and Education Issues - ' For more infonnation.contai'WOTM: 

•Dual Career Solutions ^'Phone: +33(1)45.66.413?' ^ ; 

■ Tedffifllogy Tips for “ftople on the Move.” : V Fax: +3311) 4 5.6 6.4 53? or +33(1) 40.65.9$,S3 
MoWHty specialiSteaiRi outstanding expatriates from Website: http://www.w^^wmiW : ; ’ . - 
alJ ovenheworld wfll help disaiva^ew ideas on • Email: wotmtawfLfi; V't- ' ' .1 

how lo make Ihe most of Mug abroad.. . ■ ' . ' • ■ vyPV \ •' 



27-19,1998 -MRIS 

Don’t miss this exciting event, it could change your “life on the move” forever. 

This conference is hosted by WICE, a mm-profit educational and cultural organization 

IBM is the Gold Sponsor of WOTM 

Other sponsors include: TransEuro Worldwide Movers. USD Ernst and Yonng, The International Herald Tribune, 
Cendant IAS /Cendant Inlercnltnrai, 3M, Executive Relocations’, Grospiron International. Corporate Relocations 
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A Thai Feast for the Eye 
And Also for the Palate 


By Patricia Wells 

International Herald Tribute 




ANGKOK — It is a purely serene 
adise. The cal 


glimpse of paradise. The calm and 
pristine restaurant with teak, ceram- 
ics and fine Thai silk is afloat in a 
magnificent pool of lotus blossoms. The 
cuisine is an intelligent blend of traditional 
and modem Thai cooking, intended to merge 
a feast for the eyes and one for the palate. The 
six.-year-old Celadon restaurant is just a 
comer of the Sukhothai Hotel, a gleaming 
white complex that, too, is a well-considered 
mix of modem and traditional, with ancient 


temple doors, a palm-lined drive and sit acres 
oflfiy 


ly ponds, in the center of Bangkok. 

In these harmonious and elegant surround- 
ings, diners at Celadon (which takes its name 
from the ceramic glaze as well as die grayish 
yellow-green color of traditional and modem 
Asian pottery) can choose from a 
labyrinthine menu of Thai fare. Seated 
on chairs upholstered in crisp beige 
linen and dining off thick, hand-crafted 
celadon plates on white linen place 
mats, we feasted on a palate-stimu- 
lating spicy beef salad, paired with 


DINING 
IN ASIA 




spicy 

plenty of cucumbers and raw onions for cooling 
down the i 


The winged bean salad was a 
perfect balance of spicy and sour, with lots of 
giant shrimp in a peanut-based sauce. And 
other starters — such as deep-fried minced pork 
and shrimp wrapped in bean curd sheets and 
rice floor crepe stuffed with crab meat, minced 
chicken and mushrooms — showed how clev- 
erly the Thai chefs borrow curries from India 
and stir-fry and noodles from China. 


lowness, laced with In dian herbs and rate that 
left you with a lingering smile on your palate. 

Despite common belief, Thai food is not 
universally hot, for paralyzed palates no 
longer note the subtleties of fine cuisine. So 
we followed with a very delicate steamed 
white snapper, topped with time juice and just 
a gentle hit of chities. 

Desserts offer a gentle close, with glutinous 
rice balls in sweetened egg in coconut milk, 
and soothing pumpkin custard. Lemongrass 
tea ends it all, to soothe the palate and aid 
digestion. 

A total contrast to the elegant Celadon was 
an open-air feast at the aonhexn city of Chiang 
Mai, where we dined at the Pongyang Garden 
Resort on a shaded teakwood terrace, sur- 
rounded by the soothing sounds and midday 
coolness of a rushing waterfall. Seated at tore 
wooden picnic tables and sipping die cooling 
Thai Singha beer, we feasted on simple coun- 
try fare. Abundant platters of raw 
vegetables — green beans, herbs, 
lettuce — revved up our appetites, 
which were ready by the time the 
parade of courses arrived: a rich meat 
salad of pork that had been marinated 
in salt, sugar and coriander and then 
dried in the sun; Burmese pork curry, and 
minced chicken salad. 


T: 


SOUP IMITATES ART Thai soups are an art, 
and one of the most popular is tom yam 
goonglai rue goong maenam. a spicy sour 
soup that blends tiger prawns and river 
seasoned with fragrant lemongrass. 


WO highlights of the meal were the 
beautifully bitter grilled pork in fer- 
mented tamarind sauce, winch perfectly 
balanced out the heal and richness of die other 
fare. That came a whole Cambodian carp-like 
fish, deep-fried so the skin was crisp and 
vibrant, smothered with fresh duties and 
topped with a carpet of fried basil leaves. The 
days’ soup — the traditional tom yam ghung 
— was refreshing, a mix of half chicken stock 
and half shrimp stock, laced wife lemon juice, 
galingale, lemongrass, chities and shrimp. 


prawns, seasoned wtm rragram lemongrass. Dessert could not have been more simple: 
time juice and fresh garden chili. The brilliant giant platters of papaya, watermelon and pine- 
red, pink, and green soup is the perfect blend apple, which the locals sprinkle wife salt 
of fee iodine richness of the sea arid fee herbal perfect digestion. 


for 


freshness of fee garden, a true layering of 
flavors, harmonious and so evenly spiced that 
one marvels at the cook’s controlled hand. 
Heavier, but no less fulfilling was fee also 
popular tomkha gai, the regal herb-, chicken- 
and coconut-based soup feat balances sweet, 
spice and fatty richness. 

■ Main courses include no less than 13 curries, 
and ours was one of the most traditional, a 
southern Indian-inspired chicken curry — 
gaeng mus soman nuea rue gai — a gently 
sweet dish, and one of the rare Thai dishes 
containing potatoes — fear was all spicy mcl- 


Celadon, Sukhothai Hotel , 1313 South 
Sathom Road, Bangkok 10120, Thailand. Tel: 
( 66-2)237-0222 , extension 5722. Fax: (66-2) 
287-4980. Open daily. All major credit cards. 
Vegetarian menu at 520 baht ($11), and tast- 
ing menus at 580 and 620 baht. 

Pongyang Garden Resort, KM 14 Maerim- 
Samemg Road, Chiang Mai, Thailand. Tel: 
(66-53) 879-151 Fax: (66-53) 879-153. Open 
daily. No credit cards. About 200 baht per 
person. 


This is the last of a series. 



_ The skyline of Bangkok, where the traditional and the modern still mix. 



Sand and Sea in Exotic Oman 

A Long Isolated Land Opens Its Doors to Visitors 


By Judith Miller 

Aten* York Times Service 



USCAT, Oman — Think of the Gulf 


Oman can claim to be among fee oldestfede- hospitality. Anol 

pendent sovereign Arab states in existence today. circle, a reflection of the Sultan’s British 

*s£oe the Omanis themselves were great trav- wffic = a huge stack of books, 

elm, traders and empirebuiidera. rataig jj*!*"* fJSL m tte country’s emphasis on learning: 


the Gulf elers, traders and empire builders, ruling large pans “““ ’ ^ country’s emphasis on learning, 

and what do you see? Gulf War sol- of East Africa and even Zanzibar, then - culture as mage discreetly opened to tourism only 

. .. • , it. a.. if looks 


diers, burning oil, bearded 

_ j polluted seas and flat, bleak desert 

What does not come to mind is vacation. 

Think of Oman, and even fee most seasoned 


unknown in most parts of Arabia. While Umm may w*** Windy ’approved by contract British of- 
be linked by land to fee Arabu 


out to the east. So 
the influence of 
strong. 


and even China remains 


from Loudon or what would be a 14-hour trip from long before oil, which Oman began pxxxtuang & Qulf »© through fee sununer. The country 

New Yoric, were there a nonstop flight from the 1967 late by Gulf standards .and wta* now f^O«ober, after tbe monsoon £ 

United States to Muscat, the capital, which there is provides the country wife half its .income. Four xspam y 

.. I . Antmiul uaarv eon ife iVMlfh WSS based OO dates. fee SOUTH- , _ - , I . 

While Oman had almost no tourists only a few 


not — at least not yet. 

At fee entrance to the Gulf, Oman also looks out 
on fee Arabian Sea. Wife more than 1,000 miles 
(1,600 kilometers) of pristine coastline, Oman of- 
fers visitors wide-ranging terrain and experiences 
— from striking desertscapes where camels and 
jeeps race along silky sand dunes, to tropical sea- 
side resorts with palm trees and world-class fishing 
and diving. 

There are country' markets where farmers, sil- 
versmiths and craftsmen haggle over varieties of 
incense and intricately worked silver daggers and 


thou san d years ago, its wealth was based on dates, 
copper and frankincense, the fragrant gift of jdngs 
that is still burned in homes and offices a nd ex- 
ported at exorbitant prices. Later Oman prospered 
because of its trade in slaves, gold and spices. 

For almost 30 years. Oman’s oil has enabled its 
ruler, Sultan Qabus bin Said, 55, to develop and 
educate the country and provide its people with an 
average per capita income of around $9,000 a year. 
(The population of around 25 million includes 
about 750,000 expatriate workers.) But unlike 


YYJUIC \J ii Man uaw i****-w~- — — “ ■— y 7 

years ago, about 50,000 foreigners visited m 1995. 
But Oman is not cheap, and a visitor should expect 

to spend at least $100 per person a night. 

Two of fee largest agencies are Ban wan Travel 
Agencies (968) 797^5 or 704-455, fa* (968) 
799-825 and Zabair Travel and Service Bureau, 
(968) 708-071. fex (968) 782-236. We were de- 
lighted wife our tour, arranged by Said Al-Harfey, 
ofE 


incense and intricately worked silver daggers and some other oil-rich countries, Oman has enjoyed iv^h^Vrrmed - of Debeek Tours 

£±^£5^ §X&5*Vfi^(968) 698-263; Sabrab At 


v* Desert Discoverer, (968) 597-914, fax (968) 
590-144- Veteran visitors have praised tours or- 


concerts of the Omani Philharmonic. identity are largely intact. Compromise between 

Just inland lies Oman 's backbone, fee great Jabal modernization and tradition is the rule, so there is a 
Akhdar, fee Green Mountains, whose sharp peaks McDonald’s, but no golden arches, 
of green-tinted rock soar to 10,000 feet (3,000 Men still wear a light-colored dishdasha, a flow- 

meters) and offer climbing, hiking, and camping ing, ankle-length robe, and the distinctive 
alongside feat rarest of sights in this part of die ammama . a brightly colored cashmere torban.or an 
world, freshwater streams and dramatic water- embroidered skull cap called a kumma. Official 


(968) 698-555, fax (968) 698-263; Sabrab Al- 
RiyamL a freelance guide who sometimes works 
through Darren Tours, (968) 607-311, fax (968) 


607-552; and Mohammed Al-Riyami, of Arabian 
Sea Safaris. (968) 597-575, fax (968) 782-113. 


falls. 


Marching to a Different Drum 


Mbuku 

Dining at the Klong Damnoen Saduak floating market near Bangkok. 


occasions in Muscat require men to wear fee Omani 
equivalent of black tie — an exquisitely crafted 
ceremonial dagger, the khanjar. (lit fee countryside, 
daggers are routine and not ceremonial.) Rural 
women in markets still cover their bodies in black 
silk robes and their faces wife dyed, eagle-tike 
masks. But younger women in fee capital opt for 
simpler silk headscarves. Omani women of all 


Oman has always been different from other 
countries in the Arabian peninsula and most of fee 
Middle East. Long isolated by choice from the rest 

of the region — indeed, from most of the world — •>““*- *-* . — ~-*r -• — — 

Oman has only recently opened up to tourists, and classes and regions still paint their b ands for wed- 
given fee relatively high prices of its hotels, fee dings and other celebrations in fanciful filigrees 
O manis intent on developing tourism that made wife henna, a natural dye. 
caters mainly to wealthier visitors. „ «... 

If Oman could be described as “unknown” as women ripuhnwivcs Unlike Saudi Ara- 
late as 1966 by Wendell Phillips, the American bia, where women cannot work with men or drive umucm rr '£r 

ercbaeologist and oil consultant, the fault is largely and there are no elections. Oman now has several covered) is recommended. Alcohofas sold in hotels 
its own. For raanv years Oman neither sought nor women in fee partially elected Consultative Conn- and restaurants, and visitors can bung one bottle 
welcomed strangers. cil, and Sultan Qabus is committed to implement- into the country, but no books or ma g az in es feat a 

Most of fee foreigners who came intermittently ing by fee year 2000 fee Basic Law be announced in conservative country might consider pornographic, 
brought little but conquest, occupation and despair Mounter 1996. Wu tt fe ineffy an Islam-tasad SMSJCS 

measure of press freedom as well as tolerance and 
equality of both sexes under law. There is no 
religious police. Alcohol is not banned. 

' What cannot be legislated, but wbat the visitor 
instantly feels, is fee warmth of Omanis. On en- 
tering Nizwa. a former capital two hours inland 
from Muscat, one passes not a grandiose statue of 
the leader, but a roundabout decorated wife a giant 


to Omanis, starting with fee Persians, whose _ 
Cyrus fee Great conquered Oman in 536 B.C 
Subsequent invaders came from what is now 
Iraq. Then came fee Mongols, and then the Persians 
again. In the early 16th century the Portuguese 
invaded, bombarding and destroying Omani cities, 
as did fee Turks a generation later. But around 1 650 
independent rule was re-established and has been 
more or less maintained since then. As a result. 



Omanis in traditional dress ; Muscat, the capital of Oman, which until recently had seldom been seen by tourists. 
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Innsbruck: Skiing and Much More 


By Eric Weinberger 


I NNSBRUCK, Austria — Few cities are also 
winter sports destinations, but Innsbruck 
qualifies. It is home to a university and 
1 30,CKW people, and capital of fee Austrian 
province of Tirol. It was host to two Olympic 
Winter Games (1964 and 1976), and offers skating 
and ski jumping within the city limits, and cross- 
country and alpine skiing and luge and bobsled 
tracks within five miles or so. 

Innsbruck occupies a narrow site on a valley 
floor, hemmed in by mountains that seem to rise 
directly above it to fee north and south, while fee 
Inn River (fee city takes its name from a bridge feat 
spans it) flows west to east. 

Its contemporary link with winter sports ob- 
scures Innsbruck's history and its association wife 
fee Habsburgs, particularly fee Emperor Maximili- 
an. Innsbruck was his favorite city and the Golden 
Roof, the landmark gilded loggia in fee Old Town, 
or Altstadt, not far from fee Inn River, is his 
creation, while fee Hofborg, or imperial palace, is 
fee work of Empress Maria Theresa. * 

Just south of the Alstadt, on the Maria-Theresien 
Strasse, the Triumphal Arch depicts fee marriage of 
the Archduke Leopold to the Spanish infanta in 
1765 on one side, and on fee other, fee death of fee 
Emperor Francis I, Maria Theresa's husband, 
which happened at the same time. 


3 Cultural Variety 


This indeed seems like ancient history in a modern 
city dedicated to learning and pleasure. Innsbruck 
has a lively cultural life, and numerous bars, res- 
taurants, caffe and pastry shops. Concerts and other 


tains, while not very high (up to 7,687 feet, or 2,340 
meters), generally guarantee good snow from early 
December through mid-April. 

The Congress Innsbruck, a concert hall and 
conference center near the Old Town, has an active 
concert calendar of chamber and other classical 
music. The Urolean Symphony Orchestra will 
perform on March 5 and 6, and there is a schedule of 
visiting artists; for example, on March 30 the 
Camerata Academics Salzburg will perform under 
the direction of Alexander Janiczek. Prices range 
from $14 to $62.50 (at 12 Austrian schillings to the 
dollar). Contact the Scadtisches Konzertburo, 16 
Stiftgasse; (43-5 1 2) 580-023. 

Most nights, there is a varied program of al- 
ternative theater, cabaret, jazz and World Music in 
the Treribhaus, a 300-seat theater on three levels 
resembling a concrete globe. The Sunday jazz brunch 
is popular. The downstairs cate is open from 9 A-M. 
to 1 A.M. (from 10 AM. on weekends), and it 
contains an indoor playground for children. Tickets 
to events range from $8.30 to $20.80. The theater is at 
8 AngerzeHgasse; (43-512) 586-S74. 

The winter program of the Tiroler Landestheater, 
a regional repertory theater at 2 Rennweg, includes 
performances of “Tosca,” “The Threepenny Op- 
era,” “The Barber of Seville.” “La Cage aux 
Folies” (opening Feb. 28) and “Tales From the 
Vienna Woods.” by Odon von Horvath, which 
opens March 21. Prices range from $6 to $32 for 
plays, and $7 to $38 for musicals and opera; (43- 
512) 520-744, fax (.43-512) 520-74333. 

The Easter Religious Music Festival, with events 
in Innsbruck and the nearby town of Hall from 
March 29 to April 12, is notable this year for its 
celebration of African religions and their influence 


15 Wilhebn-Greil-Strasse, contains numerous old 
pictures, maps and prints revealing changing meth- 
ods of mountaineering. Also on display are scale 
models of mountain ranges, old skis, snow shoes and 
climbing gear. Admission is $230; (43-512) 595- 
4719. 

The Tiro lean Folk Art Museum, 2 Universi- 
tatsstra&se, displays artistic and domestic items from 
all parts of fee Tirol, spanning several centuries. There 
are decorative wooden chests, cupboards, clothes, 
farming sod cooking utensils, and a number of cru- 
cifixes and votive offerings testifying to a culture wife 
a deep religious faith. The museum is notable for its 
many Stuben, or old wooden parlors, rebuilt in their 
entirety, and a gallery devoted to Nativity scenes. 
Admission is $330; (43-512) 584-302. 

The master bell makers of fee Grassmayr foundry, 
53 Leopoldstrasse, have been casting beds since 1599, 
and they will let you see them at work — and lei you 
ring the bells. Admission is $330; (43-5121 59416. 
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B AHWAN offers a daylong guided sight- 
seeing trip in Muscat that includes a visit to 
the souk for $58 for a vehicle wife driver for 
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four passengers. A day trip from Muscat to Nizwa, 
an oasis city in the interior wife a splendid souk, and 
Fort Jabrin costs about $178 (also for a vehicle of 
four), including lunch. A daylong four-wheel-drive 
excursion to the Wahiba Sands is $300 per vehicle, 
including lunch. 

A permit is required to watch fee turtles laying 
eggs at Ras al-Hadd; tour companies can make fee 
application. 

English is widely spoken. Women have no trou- 
ble traveling around fee country, but off fee beach, 
modest dress for men and women (arms and legs 
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punished. Cars can be rented wife a driver's license, 
and most majra credit cards are accepted 
throughout fee country. But plan to use rials in fee 
souk. 

For information on the Internet: The Oman Vis- 
itor by Rashid Abdullah al-Yahyai at www.geo- 

dties.com/RainForest/8883/07nanvisJitrnL The 
State Department's consular informatipn sheet on 
Oman is available at traveLstate.gbv/oman.htmi. 
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I GLS, just south of Innsbruck, is an independent 
resort on a shelf above die city; its mountain, 
the Patscherkofel, was the site of the great 
victory by fee Austrian downhiller Franz Klamrner 
in the 1976 Winter Olympics. Its skiing is limited 
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— basically fee downhill route itself with a cou^te 


of variants through fee trees — and a half-day 1 
pass beginning at noon costs $28.30. Information: 
(43-512) 377-101. 

The Olympic luge and bobsled run is also in Ig& 
and rides on a four-man bobsled are available this 


. a. 




month at 10 AJvL Tuesday and 7 PM. Thursday for 
$30 a person; (43-5 12) 377-525. 




performances are staged year-round — and in winter, 
fee ball season is nearly as exhaustive as Vienna's. 


on Western culture. Events include a performance 
of Bach’s “St Matthew’s Passion” at 7 P.M. on 


In the mountains and outlying areas, there are 
scenic walking paths, and driving routes with vari- 
ous historical and artistic themes, including land- 
marks of Maximilian’s life and of Austrian Gothic, 
Baroque and Rococo architecture. 

And then there is the skiing. Innsbruck's raoun- 


April 6 in the Congress Innsbruck and two high 
Masses on Easter at fee Jesuitenkiiche. a traditional 
one at 1 1 A.M., and an African celebration with 
dance and masks at 6 P.M. The Innsbruck tourist 
office, 3 Burggrabeo, can provide details; (43-512) 
5356, fax (43-512) 535-614. 

On fee third floor of fee headquarters of the 
Austrian Alpine Association, fee Alpine Museum, 


The greatest variety of skiing in the immediate 
vicinity is at Axamer Lizurn, southwest of fans' 
brock, where the other Olympic ski races were held- 
There are 10 lifts and 18 miles of trails, all suitable 
for intermediate skiers. A free bus departs from five 
places in central Innsbruck twice each morning, 
returning at 1 P.M. and again at 4:30 PJS4. A day 
pass for Innsbruck hotel guests costs $27 till Man® 
lr *ea $24; (43-5234) $240. 
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Eric Weinberger, who writes frequency about sh- 
-ing and the Alps, wrote this for The New York Tones- 
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The Growing No -Frills Network 
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By Roger CoUh ' 

Wcmflitonaf HenU Tributte 

I S®P 10 from Nice l0 Dub- 
liQ to speak at a conference I starr 
shoeing for the cbe JSSfrff 
rm traveling midweek so I am 
unaole to use an excursion fare with the 
Saturday-night nonsense. The best that 
British Airways and ^SufiS* 
offer isaround-tnp business-class S 

^AL s^V^ pe ? veiy Air Prance 
quotes 5,646 francs for a full-fare econ 
omy ticket via Paris; Sabena/Aer Unaus 

VW lra I Jl^^r?iSP Ul ^* e same Price. 

*5 ? 0ptl0ns - from 

Nice to London Luton and Ryanair from 

Luton to Dublin enables me to make the 

roUn £? P ! OT 1,600 francs, in as much 
comfort and wnfa as much flexibility as I 
need. CX k., the no-frills price I’ve given 
you includes a restricted £59 ($97) mund- 
UTO farc with Ryanair between Luton and 
compared with£J79fora fiilly- 
flexible ticket (which still gives a Nice- 
Dirolin round-trip fare of less than 3 000 
tones)-- which means that I can’t switch 
to another flight. But all I’d need to do is 
taw another ticket and still save money 
What s more, I could add Brussels to my 
itinerary on the way back from Dublin by 
buying a one-way Eurostar ticket from 
London to Brussels for £89.50 (or a round- 
tnp excursion for £65 and throwing away 
the return half) and Virgin Express from 
Brussels back to Nice for 2,900 Belgian 
francs ($78) — which would bring the cost 
of traveling Nice - London - Dublin - Lon- 
don -Brussels -Nice to around £253 
(about 2.500 French francs.) 

3T5 PIMINT SAVINOS This is an ex- 
ample of how business travelers can save 
up to 75 percent of the cost of fall-fare 
tickets by taking advantage of the grow- 
ing network of no-frills carriers that of- 
fer cheap one-way fares between 28 
destinations in Britain, Ireland, France. 
Spain, Belgium, Italy, the Netherlands. 
Norway, Sweden and Germany. Easy Jet 
now serves Amsterdam, Barcelona, 
Nice. Palma, Geneva, Edinburgh. Ab- 
erdeen, Inverness and Glasgow from its 
bub at London Luton; Debonair offers 
flights from Luton to Copenhagen. Dus- 
seldorf, Madrid, Barcelona, Milan, 
Rome, Nice and Munich, plus connec- 
tions from Munich to Rome. Barcelona 
and Madrid; Ryanair, which serves 13 
routes between Dublin and Britain (in- 
cluding Stansted, Luton and Gatwick) 
and mainland Europe, plus routes from 
Stansted to Oslo and Stockholm; and 
Virgin Express based in Brussels which 
serves London (Heathrow and Gatwick), 
Rotterdam, Copenhagen, Rome, Milan. 
Nice, Barcelona and Madrid- 
Starting in London, for example, you 
could fly EasyJet to Edinburgh. Ab- 
erdeen, Inverness or Glasgow (£29 one- 


way); Ryanair from Glasgow to DubUn 
«X35 One-way); Virgin Express Brus- 
sels-Rome (2,800 Belgian francs one- 
way) and Rome-Madrid (2,800 Belgian 
francs one-way.) and Debonair from 
Madrid !0 London (17,500 pesetas, or 
about $ 1 15 , one-way). With Debonair, 
you could fly London-Du sseldorf (£69 
one-way, Dusseldorf-Munich (149 
Deutsche marks, or about $268 one- 
way), Munich-Rome (209 DM one-way) 
and Rome-London (255,000 lire, or 
about $144, one-way). 

British Airways* new no-frills airline 
will be called Go and will fly from Lon- 
don Stansted starting this spring. Routes 
and fares have yet to be announced, but 
Go is likely to operate its fleet of eight 
Boeing 737-300s on routes to Italy. 
Spain. Scandinavia and France. Seals will 
be sold by phone and no food and drinks 
will be sold on the 148-seat aircraft You 
will be able to buy one-way tickeis. 


SSSiS. 
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earned through airline program partners, 
such as affinity credit cards, hotels, and 
car rental. Section three looks at 
strategies for redeeming miles and points 
— how to avoid blackout dates, expir- 
ation dates and capacity controls and 
checking out last-minute award sales 
offered on tite Internet. Tables show how 
many miles you need to claim flight 
awards (and upgrades) by airline, route 
and class of traveL Section four is about 
managing your programs — checking 
mileage statements, extending expiration 
deadlines by up ro two years, and keeping 
irack of partnerships and bonuses 
through other publications and Web 
sites. The remaining sections explain in- 
dividual airline, hotel, car rental and card 
programs. The Official Frequent Flyer 
Guidebook, Fifth Edition, $19.95 from 
Frequent Flyer Services, 4715-C Town 
Cenrer Drive, Colorado Springs, Col- 
orado 90916-4709. Tel: (1-719) 597- 
8843; fax: (1-719) 597-6855. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS/ 
MALAYSIAN 

airlines 


DRAGONAIR 


DRAGONAIR 


JAPAN AIRLINES 
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Britain ’ Seven-night package to Penang for £385 (S635) per person (twin-share) 

to Malaysia ; indudes round-trip with British Airways from London Heathrow to Kuala 
I Lumpur, connection to Penang with Malaysian Airlines and hotel ac- 
| commodation. Bookings must be made by Feb. 28 for departures until 
j March 31. Trailfinders (44-171) 938-3939. 

Honq Kong I Packages to Kunming. Xian and Guilin from 3,500 Hong Kong dollars 
to China I ($450), 3,970 and 2,570, respectively (twin-share), indude round-trip air 
] fare, three nights' accommodation (except Guilin with two nights), breakfast, 
I airport transfers, sightseeing tour and travel insurance. Until March 31 . 

Hong Kong r Three-night weekend packages to Beijing for 4,660 Hong Kong dollars 
to China ($600) and to Qingdao for 4,230 hong Kong dollars include round-trip air 
fare, three nights at China World Hole!, Beijing, or Shangri-La, Qingdao, with 
breakfast, transfers, a dty tour and travel insurance. Until March 31. 

Worldwide New Mileage Bank members earn a bonus of 3,000 miles if they make their 

first flight in first or business class before March 31. All Mileage Bank 
members earn 50 percent more miles on JAL flights between Europe and 
Japan and vice versa until March 15. 


SINGAPORE 

AIRLINES 

London 
to Singapore 

] 

Three-night package for £425 (S700) per person indudes nonstop round- 
trip flights, airport transfers, a dty tour and accommodation at the Concorde 
Hotel. Until April 30. 

SINGAPORE 

AIRLINES 

Britain 

to Australia 

Round-trip from London Heathrow to Melbourne (with optional stopovers in 
Singapore) for £499 ($823). Minimum stay of seven days and maximum 
stay of three months. For departures from March 29 to June 30. Traitfinders, 


(44-171) 938-3939. 
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Barbara Cassani, chief executive of 
Go, says: “We selected Go because it’s 
dynamic, modem and simple. There's a 
new kind of traveler our there who wants 
a straightforward service — the essen- 
tials at an outstanding price." 


Mileage junkies will welcome a new 
edition of The Official Frequent Flyer 
Guidebook — 532 pages of detailed 
information on more than 100 airline, 
car rental, charge-card and phone com- 
pany programs, which have grown so 
complex that few travelers understand 
the myriad options, elite levels, special 
offers and partnerships that have de- 
veloped over the years. 

The first section takes you through a 
checklist to help you determine which 
programs are best for your type of travel 
— including the class you usually fly or 
aspire to — such as free flights to the 
places you want to go on business or 
vacation, the ability to redeem miles for 
upgrades, companion tickets, threshold 
bonuses or ongoing promotions through- 
out the year. Chans help you compare 
how quickly you can achieve elite-level 
status in die hierarchy of very frequent 
travelers who enjoy access to lounges 
and free upgrades. The second section 
focuses on the fastest ways to earn miles 
and points, bearing in mind that more 
than 30 percent of all FFP miles are 


MaxMiles is easy-to-use software that 
allows you to manage all your frequent- 
flier programs by automatic tracking of 
miles for major airlines and partners. It 
monitors expiration dates, reconciles 
statements, allows you to update program 
changes, such as minimum mileage or 
award levels and shows the number of 
miles or points you need for specific 
awards. You can see from a pie chart 
where your miles come from (flights, 
hotels, car rentals or credit cards) — 
which might suggest how you should 
change your travel or buying habits to 
earn more miles. MaxMiles comes on two 
3 .5-inch disks and a44-page user manual. 
It costs $39.95 and can be ordered over 
the Internet at www.tnaxmiles.com or by 
calling toll-free in the United States 1- 
888-MAXMDLES. 


HILTON HOTELS 


HOTEL NEGARA 


KOWLOON HOTEL 


MANDARIN 
ORIENTAL HOTELS 


SHANGRI-LA 


WESTIN OSAKA 


Worldwide 


Singapore 


Hong Kong 


H Honors members earn double points at more than 400 Hilton, Flamingo, 
Bally's, Conrad International and Vista hotels worldwide. New members 
living outside the United States receive an automatic enrollment bonus of 
1 .000 HHonors points. Until March 31 . 

“Anniversary Promotion" offers 50 percent off normal room rates. Until 
March 31. 

Rooms for 1.050 Hong Kong dollars ($135) singte/double occupancy. Until 
March 31. 

“interiudes Package" offers special rates for single/double occupancy with 
American breakfast use of health dub and late checkout Example: Hotel 
Majapahrt, Surabaja. $120. Until March 31. 

Up to 50 percent off normal rates at 11 Shangri-La and Traders hotels, plus 
double miles for members of Passages, Mileage Plus, WorfdPerks. Qantas 
Frequent Flyer or Royal Orchid Plus. Until Feb. 28. 

“Guest Office'' rooms discounted by 50 percent Rate of 26,500 yen ($213) 
includes free local calls, breakfast late checkout. Until March 31 . 


AIRguide is a new one-stop source for 
travelers seeking basic facts and phone 
numbers on more than 1 00 of the world’s 
major destinations, airports and airlines, 
you'll find lists of major hotels (with 
published rates), airport services and fa- 
cilities. along with airline reservation 
numbers, lounge locations, connecting 
times and local transportation. There is a 
min e of information on airline fleets and 
services — seating, food, entertainment, 
duty-free shopping and frequent-flier 
programs. You can check how much 
legroom you can expect in first class, 
business or economy — even which seat 
rows offer most room. AIRguide is 
available as a soft-cover book ($29.95) 
or a CD-ROM ($59.95) from Pyramid 
Media Group- 1215 Geneva Airport, 
Switzerland, Tel: (41-22)788-9080; fax: 
(41-22) 788-9084. AIRguide is pub- 
lished twice a year. You can see monthly 
updates at www.pyramid.ch. 


Aitnough me (HT carefully erect* ;n«o infer; . piesse £e forewarned ihai some travel agents may be unaware of them, or unable to book them. 


RECORDINGS 

• terry calmer “Time Peace" 
(Verve): In 1964, Callier’s producer 
went off to Mexico with the tapes of his 
newly recorded first album. By the time 
the producer brought them back two 
years later, Callier’s style was said to be 
“passd." That sort of thing seemed to 
happen to Callier. Never mind. De- 
scribed by various permutations of the 
terms bluesy, folk, jazz, cosmic crooner, 
Romanesque prophet and soul legend, 
Callier is a singer/songwriter in a cat- 
egory yet ro be defined. *‘A major re- 
discovery," he is currently billed, “re- 
turns with new music for new times." 

• THREE BARITONE SAXOPHONE 
BAND PLAYS MULLIGAN (Dreyfus): If 



Callier, a "major rediscovery.' 


you liked “Line for Lyons." “Walkin’ 
Shoes" and “Bemie’s Tune," you'll 
love Nick Brignola, Ronnie Cuber and 
Gary Smulyan keeping alive the sound 
of the master on the big horn with the 
curl in the neck. 

• fred hersch “Thelonious: Fred 
Hersch Plays Monk" (Nonesuch): 
Hersch becomes one more in die growing 
succession of elegant pianists keeping die 
spirit of Monk alive. It has become clear 
that a pianist no longer has to play in the 
style of Monk to play stylish Monk. And 
no matter what die style, there is no such 
thing as too much Monk. 

Mike Zwerin/IHT 


MOVIE GUIDE 



Good Will Hunting 

Directed by Gus Van Sant. U.S. 

When people tumble into love — in Hol- 
lywood movies, that is — . intelligence is 
rarely the motivating force that brings them 
together. Being adorable or eccentric?, or hav- 
ing an amazing head of hair — - these are the 
usual qualities that make one flavor of the 
month hot for another. But in the wonderfully 
original “Good Will Hunting," Matt Da- 
mon’s appeal doesn 't spring from good looks, 
sculpted locks or cover-boy ubiquiiousness 
— altboogh certainly those qualities should 
haul in the crowds. Wbat counts is his brain. 
When Will Hunting (Damon) meets Skylar 
(Minnie Driver), a highly intelligent Harvard 
student, they waltz on a high mental plateau. 
Will and Skylar’s newfound relationship is 
part of Will’s painful odyssey to get in touch 
with hims elf. An autodidact, he has an 
astounding ability to read books and absorb 
them, no matter what the subject But he's an 


emotional mess. A product of scrappy South 
Boston, he’s an orphaned delinquent who has 
bounced between foster homes, and who has 
been arrested for assault and battery and 
grand theft auto. When Will effortlessly 
solves a complicated equation on a black- 
board at MIT — where he works pan time as 
a janitor — he attracts the attention of Pro- 
fessor Lambeau (S (ell an Skarsgard). Lam- 
beau approaches Will, but the working-class 
youth, who's contemptuous of professors and 
all conventional forms of intellectual ism. re- 
fuses to speak with him. He’d rather hang 
with his best friends (including Ben Affleck), 
get into fights and head nowhere fast. Fare 
steps in. however. Will is arrested for assault, 
again. At the resourceful Lambeau’ s sug- 
gestion, the judge offers Will his freedom if 
he promises to work with the professor and 
seek counseling. Sometimes the film, which 
Gus Van Sant directed from a script by Da- 
mon and Affleck, asks us to nod our heads in 


reverence at the mysteries of higher intel- 
ligence. Bur there’s more to “Good Will 
Hunting" than “a movie with heart.” It’s 
also about a world in which official intel- 
ligence has been appropriated by an academic 
and professional elite that's too dumb, or 
arrogant, to handle the job. Director Van 
Sant, who made the lyrical “Mala Noche," 
“Drugstore Cowboy" and “My Own Private 
Idaho," returns to his favorite hunting ground 
— the subworlds of grimy . poetic lost boys — 
and pulls us right in. ( Desson Howe, I YPl 

Cosas Que De/e en La Habana 

Directed by Manuel Gutierrez Aragon. Spain. 
Various Spanish films in recent years have 
dramatized the clash of cultures when im- 
poverished African immigrants seek a better 
life in Spain. But “Things That I Left in 
Havana” takes an intriguing look at immi- 
gration of a different type, when Cubans 
arrive wide-eyed in Madrid, only to en- 


counter deceit and discrimination. This is all 
the more surprising because many Spaniards 
insist that they still have a special regard for 
the former colony of Cuba. The Cubans fight 
back with a blend of ingenuity and wit. The 
engaging film has a roster of good per- 
formers. starting with Violeta Rodriguez, the 
real-life daughter of the Cuban singer Silvio 
Rodriguez, who plays one of three young 
Cuban sisters who come to visit their un- 
scrupulous aunt in Madrid. She ends up fall- 
ing in love with a Cuban rogue, portrayed by 
Jorge Perugorria. Their match is not an easy 
one" because Spaniards keep coming between 
them, sometimes hilariously, and at other 
moments, with a menacing edge. The veteran 
director, Gutierrez Aragon, maintains a 
sharp, intelligent rhythm to the film, drawing 
the viewer deeply beneath the veneer of 
brotherhood among peoples who share the 
Spanish language but not always the same 
vision of life. {.Al Goodman, IHT) 


ARTS GUIDE 


Isn't it time 
you visited 
A DREAMLAND ? 
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Vienna 

Kunsfhlstorischos Museum, tel: 
(1) 5525-24403. dosed Mondays. 
Continuing/ To April 14: "Brue- 
gel: Tradition und Fwschritt. 
Works by Pieter Brueghel the Eld- 
er. and tas two sons, Jan the Elder 
and Pieter the Younger. 

■ Itioiuw 

Tekvuren _ . . 

Royal Museum for Central 
Africa, tet (2) TSMZff, closed 
• Mondays. Continuing^ To April 30: 
“legacies of Stone: Zimbabwe, 
Past & Present," Documents the 
African country's cultural richness 
and diversity. 

y BRITAIN 

l durum 

Hayward Gallery, tel: ‘(J 71) 928- 
3144, open daily. To April 5: 'Fran- 
cis Bacon: “The Human Body 
Brings together paintings from 
194Mo the mid-1980s that focus 
on the humarufigurs, Bacon s cen- 
, ta! subject The paintings, com 
singe canvases and foptyr*®- 

range from recognizable portrate 

to bodies wracked by vtotent dis- 
toction.or the smearing of pam- 
National Portrait Gallery, leL 
(171) .3064)055, open daj£jo 
June .14: “Black Power Plw«> 
Draphsby Donald A M^cLeHan- 

series of 24 portraits of d«ck 
achievers in British society. Avoid- 
ing toe wen-documented areas or 
sport and popular music, the arts* 
fas photographed subjects from 
Jtorent walks of We, 

J®, media, law and the Wugjr 
Tate GaHerai tel: (1 71) 8S7-80W. 
JpRi daily. To May 17: "Bonnard. 

-Nearty 100 paintings by the French 
Patoter (1867-1947). His woric p- 
landscapes. Still lifes. <n- 
i fatots, the celebrated batoro^ 
U®ton», and sefl-portraite- Th® ex_ 
Ptfen will travel to New York. 

b| N M A R 


Museum of Modem 


Art, tel: 4&-1 94)7-19. open daily. 
Continuing/ To April 26: “ Francis 
Bacon." Works dating back to the 
1950s by the British artist (1909- 
1992). 

■ E nun zn 

Pams 

Louvre, tel: 01-40-20-51-51, do- 
sed Tuesdays. To May 11 : "La Col- 
lection Lemme: Tableaux Romains 
des XVIIe et XVHle Steeles.” More 
than 100 paintings created in 
Rome between the end of the 17th 
and the end of the 18th cenlury. 
They are mainly small religious 
paintings, portraits and mytholo- 
gical representations by Badcda, 
Maratia, Cavalluci and Mange,, 
among others. 

Musee d'Art Uoderrie dela VHle 
de Paris, teh 01-53-67-10-00, 
closed Mondays. Continuing/ To 
May 17: “Lumlere du Monde. Lu- 
miere du Ctel." A survey of 20th- 
century art in Scandinavta- 
Uueee d'Orsay, tef: 01-40-49^8- 
14. closed Mondays. To May 17: 
"Manet, Monet La Gare Saint- 
Lazare." Focusing around Manet's 
1872 “Chemin de Far," the exhib- 
ition documents the theme of toe 
Paris station in the works of Monet. 
CaHlebotte. Morisot and other 
artists. 

RT rir ^* MY — 

Munich 

Hausder KuneL tel: (89) 211 -270, 
open dally. To May 3: "Arnold 
Rocklin, Giorgio de Chirico, Max 
Ernst: Eine Raise (ns Ungewsse." 
With more than 200 works m the 
exhibition, the three artists cover 
120 years of painting and form a 
link from Romanticism and Sym- 
oofisrrt to Surrealism. 

Steafttgete^’ tel: (711) 212- 
4050 dosed Mondays. To June 1 . 
-Paul Gauguin: Tahiti." Gaugum 
spent the last io years of hte life 
Si where he discovered how the 
SSSdaxottedashedwithlhe 
of colonialism. His bright. 
SSrtui paintings symbolize this 
lost paradise- 



A Francis Bacon at London's Hayward Gallery. 


■ HONGKONG 

Hong Kong Museum, tab 2734- 
2167, closed Mondays. Continu- 
ing/ To March 1 : "National Treas- 
ures: Gems ot China's Cultural 
Relics." Bronze, jade, ivory, silver 
and gold objects, as wefl as iac- 
querware and Stone carving dating 
back to the Neolithic era. 

M IRELAND 

Dublin 

Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of 
Modem Art. tel: (1) 874-1903. 


dosed Mondays. To April 5: "Rita 
Duffy; Banquet" Paintings, large 
charcoal drawings and installs* 
Cons. Threaded through much of 
toe work of the Bd last-born artist is 
her criticism of the church and its 
control over family life. 

BTitaly 

Rone 

Fondazione Memmo, tel: (6) 418. 
To Feb. 28: “Fayum Portraits." Fu* 
neral portraits on wooden panels 
dating back to the first centuries of 
Roman rule in Egypt. 


■ JAPAN 

Osaka 

Osaka Municipal Museum of Art, 
tel: (fi) 771-4874. Continuing/ To 
March 22: "Angkor Wat and 10 
Centun©6 of Khmer Art." Beginning 
in the 6th century and continuing for 
more than 1 .000 years, Cambod- 
ian artists created monumental 
gods, guardians, female dancers 
and legendary creatures in sand- 
stone. The works embrace both 
Buddhist and Hincftj traditions. 

B MEXICO - 

Mexico Cmr 

Centro Cultural Arte Contem- 
poraneo, tel: (5) 203-5947. closed 
Mondays. To May 24: “Joan Miro." 
On loan from the Centre Georges 
Pompidou in Paris, which is un- 
dergoing renovation. 20 paintings,. 
5 sculptures and 70 graphic works 
by the Spanish painter (1893- 

1983). 

j SWllIlRUMP 

Zurich 

Kunsthaus Zurich, tel: (1) 251- 
6755, dosed Mondays. To May 1 0: 
“Von Anker bis Zund: The Art of the 
Young Confederation, 1848- 
1900." Soon after 1848, a new 
generation of Swiss artists de- 
veloped. away from the romanti- 
cized depictions of the Alps: 
Bodon, Bockhn, Koller. Hodierand 
Zund, among others. 

■ UNITED STATES 
Houston 

Three Houston museums collab- 
orate to present a retrospective of 
400 paintings, sculptures, draw- 
ings and photographs spanning 
the 50-year career of Texas artist. 
Robert Rauschenberg (bom 
1925). To May 17: 

The Contemporary Arts Mu- 
seum, tel: (713) 284-8250. dosed 
Mondays: Examples of toe tech- 
nology series and performances. 
H»e Menil Collection, tel: (713) 
525-9400, dosed Mondays and 
Tuesdays: Works from the late 
1 940s through the mid-1 980s. 


Museum of Fine Arts, tel: (713) 
639-7300. dosed Mondays: 
Works from toe 1980s to toe 
present. 

New York 

Solomon R. Guggenheim Mu- 
seum. tel: (212) 423-3840, dosed 
Thursdays. Continuing/ To June 
3: “China: 5.000 Years.” Art works 
inducting recenffy unearthed ar- 
chaeological discoveries. Neolithic 
jades, ancient bronzes, early por- 
celain. Buddhist sculpture and 
paintings and calligraphy. The 
modem section of the exhibition 
continues to May 25 at the Gug- 
genheim Museum Soho, dosed 
Mondays and Tuesdays). Jt ex- 
plores toe past 1 50 years, arid doc- 
uments the evolution of painting, 
from the fractional scrolls to toe 
Sodafist Realist painting that 
emerged alter 1 949 to contempor- 
ary variations. 

Washington 

National Gallery of Art, tel; (202) 
737-4215. open daily. Continu- 
ing/ To March 1: “Lorenzo Lotto." 
A retrospective of the works of toe 
Venetian Renaissance master (c. 
1480-1556). 

CLOSING SOON 

Feb. 15: “Turner on the Loire." 
Tate Gallery, London. 

Feb. 15: “Hyenas In Petticoats: 
Mary Woltetonecraft & Mary Shel- 
ley" and "Bruce Weber: Photo- 
graphs National Portrait Gallery, 
London. 

Feb. 15: “Discovering toe Italian 
Baroque: The Denis Mahon Col- 
lection.'' National Gallery of 
Scotland, Edinburgh. 

Feb. 15: “Marianne et Germania, 
1 789-1389: Un Siede de Passions 
franco- AUemandes.'* Petit Pa- 
lais. Paris. 

Feb. 1 5: "Calder." Fundaclo Joan 
Miro, Barcelona. 

Feb. 15: “Picasso: Masterworks 
from the Museum of Modem Art.” 
High Museum of Art, Atlanta. 
Feb.. 15: “Femslcht, Walter 
Bossharcf: A Pioneer of Modem 
Photojournalism." Kunsthaus, 
Zurich. 



The world’s longest 
unbroken sea beach. 
The world’s largest 
mangrove forest. 
Home of the 
Royal Bengal Tiger. 

Thousands of 
rivers and rivulets. 
Colourful hill tribes. 
Bangladesh - 

a piece of heaven on earth. 


® Biman 

BANGLADESH AIRLINES 

Your home m the atr 
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Thursday’s 4 P.M. Close 

most lnH}ed?todaa<ttw day. 

Nationwide prices not reflecting late trade etewtwre. 

Ths Associated Press. 
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• Subscribe and SAVE up to 60% off .the cover price. 

• Try a special tow cost 2-month trial subsenptron. 

• Early morning hand-delivery to your home or office 

"“po? rasywdering & details of handdelivery areas call: 
Roioiimn npnmark. France, ___ /. 


I \JI WU 9JJ VIMWi •■•O 

fr&SffiT' 0080044487827 (toll free) 


Centraf& Eastern Europe 
Germany ‘ 

Greece 

Italy 

Luxembourg 

Norway 

Sweden 

U.SA , 


+431 891 363 830 
0130 848 585 „ 
00800 3312 1506 
167 780040 
0800 2703 
• 095 800 4 448 7827 
020 797 039 
1 800 882 2884 
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Reuters 

LONDON —The Royal Dutch/Shell 

Group jarred markets Thursday wirfa 
founh-quarter and full-year results that 
were below expectations and with a 
statement laced with gloom about the 
Asian economic crisis and the weak 
price of oiJ: 

The Britisb-Dutch oil giant, 60 per- 
cent owned by Royal Dutch Petroleum 
and 40 percent by Shell Transport & 
Trading Co-, said the low oil price and 
strong pound and dollar had cut into 
profits, while economic turmoil in Asia 
had lowered marketing income in the 
fourth quarter and could brake refining 
margin growth this year. & 

Shell said net income before excep- 
tional items dropped 23 percent in the 
fourth quarter to £1.05 billion ($17 
billion). For the full year, income 
dropped 6 percent to £4.90 billion. 

Investors,, who had driven Shell’s 
stock up by more than 2 percent to 43 1.5 
pence in early dealings in London, 
quickly sold the stock, and the price slid 
to 408 pence from 4.19. In Amsterdam, 
Royal Dutch Petroleum closed down 
170 guilders at 105.40. 

“These are not particularly good fig- 
ures and across every sector,” said 
Tony Alves, analyst at Henderson Cros- 
thwaite in London. “When you throw in 
a few nasties like £70 milli on of cur- 
rency losses in the fourth quarter it 
doesn’t look terribly pretty." 

Shell bemoaned the impact of the 
strong pound and dollar, noting that 
currency losses totaled £253 million 
pounds last year, an almost fivefold rise 
over 1996. 

Shell said crude oil production rose 1 
percent last year to 2.3 million barrels a 
day and predicted output would rise to 
2.6 million barrels this year. 

■ France Warns tLS. on Total 

Prance warned the United Stares on 
Thursday against punishing Total SA, a 
French oil company, for investing in 
Iran, and threatened to withhold French 
approval of an international investment 
accord over die matter, Reuters reported 
from Paris. 
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A Buddhist monk checking out used Mercedes cars at the Market of the Formerly Rich in central Bangkok. 

Southeast Asia’s Mercedes Correction 


By Thomas Fuller 

International Herald Tribune 


KUALA LUMPUR— Proof of per- 
sonal success in Southeast Asia has 
long been a road-hogging, shiny Mer- 
cedes-Benz, a four-wheeled trophy 
that says, “I’ve made it” 

But the icon of the region's boom 
years is now just a dream for the 
formerly rich. 

In Thailand, where three years ago 
14,082 new Mercedes cars hit die 
street, dealers this year expect to sell a 

S uarter of that number around 3,500. 
i Malaysia, analysts said Mercedes 
sales were likely to drop 60 percent 
this year after nearly a decade of re- 
cord growth. 

Those kinds of sharp declines are 
not unique to the German carmaker. 
Car purchases in the region have fallen 
across the board as currencies 
plummeted since the financial crisis 
began in July, making imports two and 
three times more expensive. 

“Nothing’s moving right now,” 
said Michael Dunne, president of 


Automotive Resources Asia Ltd. in 
Bangkok. "Sales are very, very 
slow." 

in Thailand, the car capital of 
Southeast Asia, 175,000 new cars are 
expected to be sold this year, down 
from 590.000 in 1996, according to 
Mr. Dunne’s car consulting firm. 

All brands may be suffering these 
days, but the rise and fall of Mercedes 
in Southeast Asia over the past decade 
tells a particular story. How was it 
possible, after all, for thousands of 
families to buy cars that typically cost 
$85,000 in countries where average 
annual incomes were no more than 
$5,000? 

Part of the answer was easy 
money. 

“In 1990, there was no financing: 
Cash only and you waited three 
months for your car,” Mr. Dunne said. 
“By die end of 1996 there was zero 
percent financing and very aggressive 
deals forpeople who had just put down 
some cash for a Mercedes. You swung 
from one end, conservatism, to an- 
other end, the most aggressive financ- 


ing you could find anywhere in the 
world. 

"Basically, everybody who wanted 
a Mercedes got one. " 

The result: When the bubble burst in 
July, the repossessions started. 

Figures for Mercedes alone are not 
available, but a total of 70.000 re- 
possessed cars are up for auction in 
Thailand. Elsewhere, used-car lots are 
swelling. 

"There’s no financing available," 
said a researcher at a Kuala Lumpur 
securities house. “People aren't buy- 
ing." 

One indication of the number of 
used Mercedes on the market is the 
slump in price. 

"You’re talking about a 50 percent 
decline in second-hand value," the 
researcher said. 

High-end used-car lots, in fact, have 
become tourist attractions. 

In Bangkok, the owner of Thai- 
land’s largest Mercedes dealership, 
Benz Thonglor Co., converted a park- 

See MERCEDES, Page 19 


Union Backs Down 
Over Strike in Korea 

But Militants Kmc to Fight Layoffs Legislation 


Reuters 

SEOUL — A hard-line labor union 
backed down Thureday from its threat to 
hold a general strike Friday, saying it 
did not want to endanger South Korea's 
economic recovery. 

"We decided to withdraw the strike, 
given its impact on our economy," the 
Korean Confederation of Trade Unions 
said. "But this doesn't mean we have 
decided to accept the tentative agree- 
ment between the government, man- 
agement and unions. 

"We are especially against the agree- 
ment," »t said, “which makes layoffs 
possible in mergers and acquisitions and 
introduces temporary workers." 

South Korean workers are upset with 
proposed legislation that would give 


business leaders renegotiated an agree- 
ment on the bill before the National 
Assembly. 

But the strike call had not generated 
much public support, and few of the 
confederation's 550,000 members had 
said they would heed it. 

South Korean financial markets, 
which had Tallied over the last month in 
the belief that the country was on its way 
to overcoming its economic crisis, feU 
Thursday over fears of labor strife. The 
benchmark stock index finished down 
1 .47 percent at 512.49 points. 

The National Assembly is deter- 
mined to press ahead with the legis- 
lation, which also calls for reforms in 
the country's giant conglomerates, or 
chaebol , and reducing the government 
work force. 

Political analysts said that the public 
generally supported the reforms, which 
are being pushed by President-elect 
Kim Dae Jung. 

“It’s suicide for labor because not 
many people are going to follow the call 
for a general strike," said Kim Byung 
Kook, a Korea University political sci- 
ence professor. 

But the confederation said the with- 
drawal of its strike threat meant only 
that it was “planning to hold a more 
intensified fight in cooperation with the 
public." 

The confederation's affiliates threw 
out their president during a raucous all- 
night meeting for agreeing last week, in 


employers the right to lay them off in 
meigencies." They had threatened fo 
stay on the job until government and 


talks with government and business rep- 
resentatives. on the layoffs legislation. 

Economists have said much slower 
economic growth, tighter liquidity con- 
trols and another slew of bankruptcies 
are expected to result in more than 1 
million Koreans losing their jobs this 
year. ‘ 

South Korean companies are suffer- 
ing from reduced orders and a credit 
crunch. The nation’s foreign debt is 
estimated at nearly $160 billion, while 
companies’ domestic debt is believed to 
exceed $220 billion. 

■ Dow Corning Picks Malaysia 

Dow Corning Corp. said Thursday 
that it planned to lease land for de- 
velopment of a chemical plant in Malay- 
sia, which beat out China and South 
Korea for investment that could exceed 
$1 billion, Bloomberg News reported 
from Midland, Michigan. 

Dow Coming expects to sign within 
days an agreement to lease a plot of land 
in a Malaysian state bordering Singa- 
pore, said T. Michael Jackson, director 
of corporate relations. 

The head of Dow Coming's South 
Korean unit, Kim Soon Mo, said the 
company picked Malaysia because of 
changes in South Korean government 
policy in the past two years, according 
to the state-run Yonhap news agency. 

The chemicals maker has said it plans 
to invest $1 billion in a plant to produce 
silicone materials used to make adhes- 
ives. lubricants, coatings and synthetic 
rubbers. 

It will be the company's first silicone 
plant in Asia; which accounts for about 
30 percent of Dow Coming’s sales and 
is the company’s fastest-growing mar- 
ket, Chairman Richard Haile ton said in 
May. 

At the time he said the plant would 
employ about 500 people and be com- 
pleted over 10 years. 

Mr. Jackson said Thursday that Dow 
Coming would decide bow much it will 
spend on the plant and when to begin 
construction based on growth in global 
demand for silicone products. 

‘ ‘The initial plan was to build a basic 
silicone manufacturing facility," he 
said 

“That has not changed But we will 
continue to evaluate That over the next 
five to eight years.” 
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Mr. Fix-It Hammers IMF 

Professor Cuts Into Its Control of Suharto 


By Paul Blustein 

Washington Post Service 




WASHINGTON — For years, 
Steven Hanke was viewed as little more 
than a clever nuisance by the policy- 
makers and bureaucrats who run global 
economic policy. 

Mr. Hanke, a professor of applied 
economics at Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, drew mostly indulgent 
smiles at the International Monetary 
Fund for his assertions that he had de- 
vised the perfect remedy for the eco- 
nomic problems afflicting every emerg- 
ing market in the world 

Bm suddenly, he is looming as a 
serious threat to the IMF’s control over 
the Asian financial crisis : — specifi- 
cally, its program for rescuing Indone- 
sia, the region’s most- troubled econ- 
omy. 

- Mr. Hanke, 55, has gone to Jakarta for 
the setxjnd time in two weeks because he 
seems to have persuaded President 
Suharto of Indonesia to adopt his idea of 
establishing a "currency board" — a 
fixed-exchange rate between the local 
currency, die rupiah, and the dollar. 


Treasury Department, where officials 
fear that a desperate Mr. Suharto is 
embracing a quick fix that may end up 
making the costs worse. 

Mr. Hanke ’s emergence as Mr. 
Suharto's economic gum is all the more 
remarkable because he is chairman of a 
currency-trading firm that profited from 
speculative bets on die collapse of the 
rupiah and other Southeast Asian cur- 
rencies in recent months. 

“I discussed this with the president," 
Mr. Hanke said. He declined to com- 
ment on Mr. Suharto's reaction, except 
to say, "Let’s put it this way. We hit it 
off very well.’ 

Mr. Hanke comes to this battle with 
the IMF fired by zealotry. 

Arguing that rigidly fixed exchange 
rates have cured a host of ills in coun- 
tries such as Argentina and Estonia, Mr. 
Hanke told a congressional hearing last 
month: “Currency boards are the only 
foolproof way to stop currency chaos, 
limi t corruption ana establish stabil- 
ity." 

The reason Southeast Asian countries 
are racked by crisis, according to Mr. 
Hanke, is that investors found reason to 
uestion the authorities’ pledges to peg 


In Jakarta on Wednesday, Finance questic 
V \ 't Minister Mar’ie Muhammad confirmed their currencies against the dollar . An 






that Indonesia was “preparing die sup- 
porting frameworks, including the reg- 
ulations'* for a currency board. 

Mr. Hanke’s apparent rapport with 
Mr. Suharto is causingband-wringmg at 
the IMF, the World Bank and the U.S. 


emerging market needs a stable invest- 
ment climate above all, ho contends, so 
the monetary authorities need to go to 
extraordinary lengths by guaranteeing 
— in the constitution, if necessary — 
that they will exchange dollars for the 
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Steven Hanke explaining his economic policies in his university office. 


local currency at a fixed rate forever, 
such as the on e- peso-for- eac h -$ 1 rate 
maintained by Argentina. 

That guarantee must be backed with a 
giant reserve of dollars. 

A government adopting such an ap- 
proach essentially surrenders all control 
over interest rates and the money supply 
because to print new money it has to add 
dollars to its reserve. 

But the advantage of restricting the 
printing of money is that hyperinflation 
cannot erupt, “and you get a dramatic 
reduction in corruption, because power- 
ful people can't go to the monetary 
authority and say, ‘Hey, give my bank- 
ing group credit,’ ” Mr. Hanke said, 
referring to practices that have been 
widely blamed for undermining the in- 
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tegrity of Asian financial systems. 

But IMF, World Bank and Clinton 
administration officials, while agreeing 
that currency boards have worked well 
in some countries, assert that the idea is 
hardly a cure-all in every case 

Mr. Hanke, who first became en- 
amored with currency boards when 
Hong Kong instituted one in 1983, re- 
torts that interest rates quickly came 
down and investor confidence was re- 
stored swiftly in crisis-ridden countries 
that adopted the idea on his advice — 
including Bulgaria and Lithuania in ad- 
dition to Argentina and Estonia. 

By putting his theories into practice, 
he added, he has earned healthy profits at 
the investment firm that he helps run, the 
Friedberg Mercantile Group of Toronto. 


Asia’s Near-Term Outlook: 
A Lot More Pain Than Gain 


By Philip Bowring 

Special to the Herald Tribune 


HONG KONG — The Year of the 
Tiger may have begun with a monster 
‘ ‘dead cat ’ ’ bounce. 

Asian markets on Thursday lost some 
of their euphoria of the preceding 10 
days. But many in the West still think 
that the region has turned the comer. 

Until Thursday, stock and currency 
markets, and the spin doctors at the 
International Monetary Fund, were say- 
ing that Asia was out of danger and on 
the mend. 

Meanwhile, the message still going 
around Europe and the United States 
was chat Asia is now not much to worry 
about; growth rates there are only ex- 
pected to be shaved 0.2 percent or so. 

Would they were right. Closer ex- 
amination suggests that at best the Asian 
problem has entered a new phase. 

The optimistic story is that while 
volatility will remain high, the big dra- 
mas in the financial markets are mostly 
behind us. 

According to this relatively sunny 
thesis, 1998 will see rough times for the 
economies as weakening currencies and 
high interest rates work their way 
through the system. But though some 
big corporate collapses will send oc- 
casional shudders through the markets, 
policy reforms and trade surpluses will 
lead to the return of stability and even- 
tually of growth. The optimists could be 
right. Currencies that fell too much may 


continue a recovery to sustainable 
levels. Some stock markets could, after 
a breather, do the same. 

But it is equally plausible to argue that 
Asia is now in the eye of a storm, and 
that Western complaisance in particular 
is in for a rude awakening. 

The current belief in miracle cures is 
shown by the hope that Indonesia will 

ECONOMIC SCENE 

stabilize its rupiah through a currency 
board system. How that could work in 
the Indonesian situation, however, re- 
quires imagination. 

Fust, the coon tty lacks the foreign 
exchange to back its monetary system. 
Even if it were able to borrow it, polit- 
ical uncertainties would likely make it 
untenable. The rush to dollars would so 
contract die rupiah money supply as to 
make the current liquidity crunch seem 
benign. 

Further deterioration of the Indone- 
sian situation now seems more prob- 
ability than possibility. Indonesia 
presents a frightening spectacle of 
gradual political and economic disin- 
tegration. 

Collapse would seriously undermine 
confidence and add to financial Josses 
elsewhere in the region. 

Indonesian losses could — because 
of South Korean bank exposure there — 
easily jeopardize Korea’s stabilization. 

See SCENE, Page 19 


Reuters Battles to Repair Its I 


By Tom Buerkle 

Intern ationJl Herald Tribune 

LONDON — For Reuters 
Holdings PLC, the global 
news service company more 
used to reporting the news 
than making it, these are dif- 
ficult times. 

The company has been 
rocked in die past two weeks 
by news that a U.S. federal 
grand jury is investigating 
whether a Reuters subsidiary 
used a consultant to steal pro- 
prietary information from its 
leading competitor, 

Bloomberg LP. The possibil- 
ity that Reuters could face 
criminal charges or civil pen- 
alties has hammered the com- 
pany’s share price, wiping 
nearly £1.90 billion f$3.10 
billion) off its market value 
before the shares staged a sig- 
nificant recovery. 

But perhaps more impor- 
tant in London’s financial 


center, where bankers and 
brokers live by the adage, 
“my word is my bond,” the 
investigation threatens to 
leave a lasting stain on the 
company’s reputation. 

Reuters was the quickest 
to capitalize on the exploding 
demand for financial news in 
the 1970s and 1980s. and re- 
mains the leading provider to 
the financial-services in- 
dustry today with 435,000 in- 
formation terminals installed 
in dealing rooms and offices 
around the globe. But many 
analysts say Bloomberg has 
established a clear lead in its 
coverage of bond markets 
and in the technological ca- 
pability and ease of use of its 
terminals, and the investiga- 
tion may only enhance that 
reputation. Both agencies 
provide information 10 the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. 

The investigation “seems 
to indicate that Reuters is 


desperate to catch up," said 
Paul Richards, an analyst at 
Panmure Gordon. 

Reuters executives moved 
quickly this week in a bid to 
dispel that image. Despite re- 
porting a 12 percent drop in 


1997 earnings on Tuesday, 
the company painted an up- 
beat picture and said the in- 
vestigation would not slow 
the introduction of its newest 

See REUTERS, Page 19 
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Dollar Crams oit Yen 

As Tokyo’s Stimulus * 

« Bloomberg A lews 

Uismays oununers new york— stock* rose to a 

“ third consecutive day of records on 

Bloomberg News Thursday, erasing losses, after Alan 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose Greenspan, the Federal Reserve 
for a second day against the yen Board chairman, predicted that the 
Thursday after Deputy Treasury Asian economic crisis would have 
Secretary Lawrence Summers said limited impact on the United 
be was disappointed with Japan’s States. 

efforts to revive its economy. The retailer Sears, Roebuck & 

“The yen’s recent strength was Co’, led die gains, 
based on expectations that Japan’s Stocks had fallen earlier after two 

going, to do something positive,” days of records as slumping Asian 
said Keith Woodfin of Foreign Ex- markets renewed concern that weak 
change Analytics. “Sentiment is currencies and economies in the re- 


and low interest rates, and that tends should be limited, although it could juTunev 

to be a good environment for equir- get w«se tf Con^ not ap- i?Sh quarter. . 

ies,” said Joseph Stocke, senior in- prove additional nottyta coJnpany said it held down 

vestment manager at Mendian In- temadonal **0°^***%^^, costs andbenefited from higher 
vestment Co. Earlier, Treasury c --w 

-++ _ t-v T ...... Dnkin hail 01 H the U.S. sales. _■ . 
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Greenspan Helps Dow Set Another Record ^ g f lurnith 


ies,” said Joseph Stocke, senior in- prove additional money foi 

iwuwMjr, uwaw, wici ruou vestment manager at M endian In- tercational Monetary F u ana peaenrea atnu uiguci 

Greenspan, the Federal Reserve vestment Co. Earlier, Treasury Secretary sales 

Board chairman, predicted that the The Dow Jones industrial average Robert Rubin had said I me u.a. Retai[crs sacb ^ Roebuck 

rose55 05pointstt> . 1 - M :^ 

-ft _, „ susm — S5 k"sk 

&s«,;. 3 ?.$sh 5 s —« .sra— •* 

days of records as slumping Asian sold 30-year bonds at the lowest year, some inv ®*[?$ s s ^~: . _ ^ y The benchmark 30-year U.S. 

markets renewed concern that weak interest rate in 20 years. We re probably 8 °“® . j f .. 7/39 to 103 22/32, pushing 

currencies and economies in the re- The Standard & Poor’s 500 Index OX. this year, stud Bob Wtley a points to 5 86 

gion will cut U.S. company profits, rose 4.13 points to 1,024.14, and the funds manager at Bank of America ittyield up 4 basis po 

Mr. Greenspan’s comments, Nasdaq composite index gained Capitol Management in Seattle. Treasury sold the new bonds 

along with a record low yield at the 5.30 to 1,714.35. - ^‘If we get a kbbto wta» low . 

Treasury’s auction of 30-year Declining and advancing issues there s a real weakening in die rate at a 01 pox* 
bondsTpoint to a scenario for grow- were evenly matched on the New of economic growth, there s a large ^ wllririN £^077 


Retailers such as Sears. Roebuck 
and Wal-Mart gained after the gov- 
ernment reported sales rose 2.4 per- 


iKS. ■■ • ■ ■ ,$&P]5QO., 

isjsi ' 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

swinging the other way. and the 


fears expressed by Summers just bonds, point to a scenario for grow- 




currencies and economies in the re- 
gion will cut U.S. company profits. 

Mr. Greenspan’s comments, 
along with a record low yield at the 
Treasury’s auction of 30-year 


Very briefly; 

• Morgan Stanley. Dean Witter. Discover & Co. will buy 
back up to S3 billion worth of its stock, or 8.2 percent of the 
outstanding shares. The repurchase comes as the firm reported 
that 1997 profit rose 35 percent, to $2.65 billion. 

• May Department Stores Co. will bay back as much as $650 
milljon worth of its stock, and it reported a 3 percent increase 
in fourth quarter profit, to $445 million on strong cost cats and 
a 5 percent increase in revenue, to $4,29 billion. 

• Eastman Kodak Co. agreed to buy 51 percent of Pic- 
tureVision Inc., the nation's leading provider of digital 
imaging services that allow photos to be stored and sent over 
the Internet Terms were not disclosed. 

• Coca-Cola Co. widened its domestic lead over PepsiCo 
Inc. in 1997. as sales of Sprite rose at a double-digit pace. The 


exacerbated that” 

The dollar was at 124315 yen in 4 
P.M. trading, up from 123.510 yen 
oq Wednesday. 

Traders rushed to buy dollars 
after Mr. Summers said recent Jap- 
anese moves were insufficient 
“As a result” he said, “con- 
fidence in the outlook for the Jap- 
anese economy has deteriorated.” 
The dollar slipped to 1.808S 
Deutsche marks from 1.8190 DM 
after reports showed the German 
economy improving and the U.S. 
economy losing steam. 


ing company profits, investors 
said. 

“We have an economy with a 
moderate growth rate, low inflation 


Declining and advancing issues 
were evenly matched on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

Mr. Greenspan told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee that 
Asia’s impact on the U.S. economy 


school of thought that would sug- 
gest the Fed would then ease” in- 
terest rates. 

Informix, the most active stock in 


alar sales of the securities in 1977. 
The previous low yield at 30-year 
sales was 6.119 percent at the Feb- 
ruary 1996 auction. 


Mutual-Fund Investors Pour Money Into Bonds 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The level of fresh 
investments in U.S. stock mutual 
funds last month was about two- 


The industry trade group also re- said, while investments in interna- 
ported Thursday that an estimated tioual stocks funds at Scudder are 
net $11.5 billion flowed to bond the highest in almost four years as 
funds in January, compared with net die Asian markets stabilize. 


Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin thirds of what went into these funds inflows Of just $3.59 billion in the Scudder and T. Rowe Price As- 
said the U.S. economy could face in January 1997, while bond fund year-earlier period and up $5.6 bil- sociates Inc. are reporting higher net 

• _*:~Y** ■_« : -1 a.. inflows tO Stock DinHc ttiiQ month 


“very, very substantial” conse- 
quences if Asia's economic crisis 
worsened. Mr. Rubin issued his 
warning after meeting privately 
with members of the House Ag- 
riculture Committee. 

The dollar slipped to 1.4538 
Swiss francs from 1 .4624 francs and 
to 6.0625 French francs from 6.0955 
francs. The pound rose to $1.6404 
from $1.6325. 


inflows were the highest since Au- 
gust 1993. 

The In vestment Company Insti- 
tute said that a net of aboat $18.5 
billion was invested in stock funds 
last month, down from last Janu- 
ary’s record $2 8.9 billion. 

Last month marked the worst 
kickoff to a new year in terms of net 
new investments in equity funds 
since 1995, the ICI reported. 


Ron from December. 

“The fall of long-term U.S. in- 
terest rates to historically low levels 
is. driving a resurgence of interest in 
bond mutual foods to levels not seen 
in more than fouryears,’ * said Gavin 
Quill, director of business analysis 
at Scudder Kemper Investments Inc. 
in Boston. 

Bond fund inflows have slowed 
somewhat in February, Mr. Quill 


this month 


flows are at more subdued rates,” 
said Steven Norwitz, a spokesman at 
Baltimore-based T. Rowe Price As- 
sociates Inc. 

The first six weeks of the new year 
tend to be when funds attract the 
most new investments as the highest 


«V». r!t 


than January, which is helping spur number of 401(k) retirement plans 
the U.S. equities market to record are established and U.S. fund hold- 


mum 1 77 / , ao di vipi 11 ^ at. a uuuuiw-uign pavv«. snv __ — ( . n/ r m 1 0 -m -n rn 

soft drink giant’s share of the estimated $53 billion market JnTUQCHtl&l WciffUS ivfl lHg iTlDilC 
rose 0.8 percentage point, according to a survey by Beverage & © 

Digest and an analyst, while PepsiCo’s share fell 0.1 point. _. . .. . 


heights. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Av- 
erage and other benchmarks, includ- 
ing the Standard & Poor’s 500 In- 
dex. are all reaching records. 

“This month, our equity fund in- 
flows are running at higher rates 
than January while bona fund in- 


AMEX 


ers reallocate their savings plans. 

Investors have been pouring 
money into stock funds for more 
than two yeans. 

A recotd net $231.29 billion was 
invested in equity funds last year, 
exceeding the previous high of - 
$221.6 billion in 1996. 


Id use to him 


Digest and an analyst, while PepsiCo’s share fell 0. 1 point. Bloomberg News 

• US. office vacancies fell to 9.9 percent ar the end of 1997, NEWARK. New Jersey — Prudential Insurance Co. of 
against 12.1 percent a year earlier, CB Commercial Real Estate America, the biggest life insurer in the United States, said 
Services Inc. reported. The strong economy has led companies Thur sday that it was considering becoming a publicly traded 
to add workers at a record rate, it said, pulling the vacancy level company to gain more access to financial marke ts and to speed 


Thraday’s 4 P.M. Close 

The 300 mast traded stocks of the (toy, 
up to the doing on Wan Street. 

The Associated Press. 


ire Idol aw 


below 10 percent fbr the first time since 1981. 

• Commercial Federal Corp. agreed to buy AmerUs Bank, 
a unit of insurer AmerUs Group Co-, for $200.9 in stock and 
cash, making it the fourtb-largest bank in Iowa. 

• Tele-Communications Inc- the No. 1 U.S. cable-TV op- 
erator. is increasing customers' monthly bills by 5 percent to 
5.5 percent as of June, partly because of the National Football 
League’s huge new television contracts. 

• Breed Technologies Inc. is dismissing 25 percent of its 

1 1,000 workers worldwide and taking a $350 million pretax 
charge as it consolidates the nine companies it acquired in the 
last two years. The airbag maker posted a loss from operations 
of $800,000 for the quarter ended Dec. 3 1 , against a like profit 
of $3. 1 million a year earlier. Bloomberg. Reuters. WP 


its growth. 

The 125-year-old insurer, following its rival. Equitable 
Cos., which demutualized in 1992, said it might become a 
company owned by shareholders instead of a mutual owned by 
policyholders. 

Such a reorganization would “distribute the full value of 
the company,” said its chairman and chief executive, Arthur 
Ryan. 

Prudential, once called “The Rock” for its financial sta- 
bility. lost its “AAA” credit rating and reputation as one of 
the nation’s most admired companies following a huge gov- 
ernment investigation in the 1990s. 

The company admitted to bilking brokerage and insurance 
customers, and agreed to pay more than $1 .4 billion to settle 
their claims. 
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INTERNATIONAL FUTURES 


Feb. 12, 1998 

High Low Latest Chge OpM 

Grains 

CORN (CBOT) 

&0Q0 bo Bilrinmm- cents pw Iwshel 
War 96 271 26T 270V, *!•* U4«a 

WayW 2774 2754 279V, +2tt BUBO 

Jut 98 286 2814 2859* +24 79.S70 

Sep 98 2854 282 28Sfa +2 J 1-234 

Dec 98 288 283 1A 2874 +2 54802 

May 99 298 27$ 298 +3 51 

Jut 99 300 297 390 +14 771 

Est. sales 60000 Wetfs Mies 8*340 
Wetfs open tnl 347,67* up 2JS1 

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOT] 

100 tons- (*gUars per km 

Mar 98 »93J0 190-20 191.40 -7 JO 37.971 

K S 171.80 188J0 189*0 -1.80 37.790 
192*0 190.10 191.10 -130 23.775 
Aug 98 193 JD 171 JO 192J0 -1J0 7.76J 

Sep 98 19*00 192*0 193*0 -1J0 5*87 

Dec 96 19530 19330 17*70 -130 *162 

EA safes 2&000 Weds sales 32JS4I 
Wetfs aped lid 12U63. up *353 

SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT] 

60000 fes- cam per lb 

Mar 98 2*SS 2583 2632 +035 4X404 

K n 2*95 2*15 2*92 +026 4*337 

I 2730 26*0 2738 +030 2*301 

Aug 98 2730 2*70 2730 +033 *536 

Sep 98 27.10 26-55 27.10 +032 2327 

Dec 98 2*93 2630 2*93 +032 *068 

EsL utes 30000 Wed's sides 2*390 
Wetfs open W 121.199. o»1 433 

SOYBEANS (CBOT) 

*000 Ou mMraum- cenh per bushel 
Mar 98 *83 675 602M +2 49*49 

May 9® 687 678 «5W +4 37,117 

Jtd98 671 '6 6814 6094 undv JZ.9B3 

Align 692 683 687 +4 *549 

Sep 98 678V4 67V* 675 -1 010 

Est. safes 5*000 Wnts sales 71,764 
W«fs open Int M U32. off J43 

WHEAT (CBOT) 

iOW be rartnum- carts per bushel 

Mar 98 334 V, 330 333V, +1 4*923 

May 98 345 3*T'i 344 V, +16 2*396 

Jut 98 353 Vi 349 3S24 +1 2*267 

5ep 98 360 356» 3SBU +V, 1005 

EsL safes 18^00 Weds safes 17,721 

Weds open lid 99,83* up 7,005 


Livestock 
CATTLE (CMER) 

4*000 lbs.- cenls per lb. 

Pet) 98 6X62 6147 6157 +107 *281 

Apr 98 6707 66A2 6*87 +OJS 49.588 

Jim 98 6BA5 6772 6*17 +032 3*982 

Aug 98 6935 6*55 6*02 +022 9326 

Od 98 7060 70.10 7050 +115 *663 

Dec 98 71 J7 71.12 7140 +037 1,1 93 

Esi. sates 15,701 Weds sales 194181 
Weds open M 10*71* ettljao 

FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 

5*000 Is.- cents per I* 

Mor% 7730 7*00 7737 +135 7312 

Apr 98 7730 7*70 77J5 +1.15 *348 

May 98 7830 77*5 7*12 +CL65 1573 

Aua 98 77.90 77.10 7*90 +055 1349 

Sep 98 7935 7950 77.95 +052 427 

Nov 98 8037 8035 8047 +032 85 

Esi. Mies 1457 Weds sales 1094 

Wed’s open tnt 18379, up 1 48 

HOSS-LMl (CMER) 

40000 BS.-CSIM per lb. 

Apr 98 5430 5345 5X97 +052 18540 

Jim 98 62.62 61 JO 6257 +065 11,320 

Jul 78 62-05 6137 61.95 +040 3401 

Aug 98 40-50 39.95 4050 +037 1357 

Od 98 5735 5*70 5732 +027 >420 

Eel. sales 7.795 Wetfs sates 94» 

Wed's open M 42.171 up 633 

PORK BELUES (CMER) 

40.000 lbs- amfs per to. 

Fat, 98 4*75 4440 4537 +045 377 

Mo-96 4*80 4465 4*32 +047 *685 

May 98 4645 4530 4*20 +042 1252 

E*. safes 1152 Weds sates 1,924 

VVedS Open H *090 off 92 


Food 

COCOA (NC5E) 

10 metric Ians- S per ton 

Mtr 98 1500 1465 1475 -29 *809 

May 98 1547 ISIS 1527 -18 38490 

JUl 98 1576 1544 1558 -IB &2» 

Sep 78 1604 1576 1586 -10 *556 

Dec 98 1635 1617 1619 -18 12337 

Mar 99 1664 1448 1648 -IB 9484 

Esl. tales 1*146 Wfeds sales 1O0B4 

Weds open lid 82320 off 1143 
COFFEE C(HCSE) 

16830 +140 12373 
Ntoym 16530 161.75 16430 +160 7311 

Jal&8 J 58.M 15535 15730 +1.45 1676 

Sep* 149.75 147.00 14900 +135 2332 

j>K 98 1 42-25 14030 141.75 +0J5 2,180 

Bri. rates XP1 9 Wetfs 50*0*844 
weds open Ini 3032* aft 46 

SVGA It WORLD 11 (NCSE) 

!SK“i,5S*IS , «*' «.,» 

SIT Sir S is 28 S 

ixm wn i<Lsr +" »» 

Est. safes 22303 Weds safes 47394 

wadu open Int2l*w» od 448 


fflgh Low Latest Chge Opbri 

ORANGE JUKE (NCTN) 

1*000 bs.- cents per 8i. 

Mar 98 9*80 7*75 7*20 +005 1*661 

May 98 99.00 97 JO 9835 -035 8316 

Jul 98 10130 100.95 10165 -035 *236 

Sep 98 10430 10180 104J0 -020 1123 

Est. sates NAYhris sales 5356 

Weds open bit 3tU>& ad 16 


GOLD (NCMX) 

100 troy at- Mn per few az. 

Feb 98 300.70 299J» 29930 -130 


High Low Latest Chge OpM 

10-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MAT1F) 

FF 50*000 - Ms o( 100 pd 
Mar 98 10*64 10X44 10X60 +R12 12*369 
Am 98 102.98 10236 10X00 +0.12 12342 
EsL sales: 1211343. 

Open Int-- 13*911 vp 2836 

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BOND (UFFE) 
rrLJOOndtton- pis id 100 pd 
Mar 98 11836 118.10 11835 +0.16 12X423 
Jim 98 117.76 11760 117J1 +0.16 2*150 
Est sates: 37.747. Pm. safes: 52787 
Piev. open InL: 148372 up 3320 


Latest Chge OpH 


Sep 98 9530 7*42 9*48 +034 129382 

Dec 98 95 l73 9*67 9*72 +OJ05 13X362 

Mo»*9 9*74 9*70 9*73 +*03 12*951 

Jun 99 9563 9*59 9562 +033 3*236 

ESL sales: 10*624 Pnv.tfeBK 124364 
Piev. open krt j 77*173 up 30367 
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U. S. STOCK MARKET DIARY 


ferefc .12 


_ Indexes 

4-a 

Dow Jones 

^ Opaa HIM tea 

• s inous 838*15 839027 am33 

-*S Trans 349469 35B054 349061 

**• life 266.19 2MJ1 26561 

+te Comp 2721 ill 276448 271461 

*7« 

Standard & Poors 


Mast Actives 


S +BH57 CarrmAs S 
+U6 NUanT 
.17 +3265 AT&T 


Fata 98 300.7D 29960 299 60 -160 1.172 «e*.openmu ifewrj up 

Mar 98 299.70 29960 299 JO -1 60 21 . , P uid, 

Apr 98 302JP 29960 30060 -160 82,703 UBOR 1-A40NTH (CMER) 

Jun 98 30*00 30080 MW -160 14012 O m IWan- pis b( 1 00 pc!. 


Aua 98 30*80 30X60 304.00 -160 *860 

Oa 98 305.90 -760 1224 

Doc 98 311J0 30660 30760 -160 11393 
Feb 99 30960 -160 *988 

Apr 99 Ml JO -160 *703 

Esl- sales 20000 VAtfs stees 35J65 
Wtafi open In* 167619. off M77 


3(090 -1J0 14012 S3 aiRtan- pts of 100 pd- 

Sioo -160 *860 Feb 98 9438 9438 9438 undL 19675 

30590 -160 124 Mar»8 9437 9*30 406 IMC*L lOSM 

30760 -160 11393 Apr *8 9465 9*44 9464 undi. *299 

30960 -160 *988 EsL sates NJL Weds sates 2J32 

311 JO -160 *703 uteris open M 3*977, up 230 


HI GRADE COPPER (NCMX} 

2*000 bis.- carts pet to. MorW 

Feb 98 7470 7635 7665 -0.15 929 Apr 98 

Mar 98 7765 7450 7495 -030 30641 Jw>98 

Apr 98 77.45 77.10 7765 -0JI0 1.911 SfeW 

K i 7850 7760 7755 -020 10392 IfeC» 

78.60 7*30 7830 -020 1021 Mar99 

Jut 98 7932 7830 7870 -020 *235 Jfe99 

Aug 98 79 JO 7965 79J5 -020 1617 Sg>» 

Sep 98 79.90 7930 7965 -020 *216 £*99 

Oct 98 79J5 4120 1,136 MnrM 

EsL safes 7,000 Weris sales 4468 
weeft open feinjl* off 3S3 Est«* 


EURODOLLARS (CMER) 

SI mWan-phoHOOpCL 
Feb 99 9438 9*37 9437 uadi 1*462 

Mar98 9439 9437 9438 Midi 47IJ93 
Apr 99 9444 9461 9442 Midi 7303 

Jun 98 9451 9*45 9466 undL 404964 

Sep 98 94*5 9447 9468 uadi 309669 

Dec 98 9461 9463 9444 Undl. 27*973 

Mot 99 9452 9443 9464 Undl 205631 


9448 9439 9441 Undl 170.147 
9464 9436 9437 undl 12*347 
94J5 9427 9428 undl. 12*758 
9433 9426 9427 undl 98631 
9429 9422 9423 undl 79.733 


SILVER (NCMX) 


Dec 99 9435 9427 9428 u 

Mar 00 9433 9426 9427 M 

Jun 00 9429 9122 9423 in 

EsL solas NA Wteris safes 29*131 
Wetfs open inr 2,79*05* ofl 1*958 


FM>98 69860 +*20 21 

Mar 98 71000 69260 700 .00 *020 5*475 

Apr 98 69*50 +020 1 

May 98 702.00 687.00 69360 +020 71379 

Jut 98 69400 68*00 <8660 +070 11287 

Sep 98 69400 68000 68*00 +J JO *752 

Dec 98 69*00 67400 68450 +330 0471 

Jan 99 68*20 +170 15 

EsL sales 11000 Wferis sates 1*702 
Wed* open Ini 11101* up 382 


PLATINUM (NMER1 

50 buy ce.- rieflars jwr lroy oz. 

Apr 98 39*00 38360 38860 -260 *716 

Jul 98 39*00 382-00 38560 -260 869 

Orf 98 390-00 38490 38490 -260 360 

J«l99 39360 38490 3B490 -360 21 

Esl. arts NA Weds safes 1699 
weds Open Ml 1,16* afll« 

Close Pwrious 

LONDON METALS (LME) 

DeOan par metric ton 
Atoutfnm (Hl^ Grade) 

Spot 14P7W I496te 148760 148860 

Forward 151000 151160 150360 150400 

Copper anted** (Hlgk Grade] 

Spof 1490V, 1691 W 167960 168*00 

Forwart 171*00 171660 17*460 170560 

Lead 

Spot 506V] 507V, 509.00 51060 

FonronJ 52160 52260 52360 52400 

Hkfed 

Spat 563560 564560 555060 5540 

Fortum! 572560 573*00 564060 5645 

Tin 

Spot 537*60 528S60 530060 531060 

Eorvron) 53K60 S31560 533000 533*00 

ZteeopKU Htgb Grade) 

Spot 1054W 1055V] 106060 104160 

FonwBd 107960 108060 108560 108*00 

Hlgti Low dose Chge Ophu 

Rnancial 

US T BILLS (CMER) 

51 mHOon* pb et loo pd. 

Mar 98 95JM 9*02 9*02 -OJ1 8^13 

Jan 98 9*16 9*11 9*11 -061 1738 

Sep 98 9*21 9*16 9*16 +401 139 

EiL safes M A Wetfs safes BIS 
WOtTs open Ml 1.494 off 203 

5 YN TREASURY (CBOT) 

H 04000 Mn- pts & Mtfrs at 100 pd 

Mar 98 110-00 1D9-44 109-45 - 03 Z53L642 

Jun 98 10963 109-45 10446 -03 11609 

Sep 98 109-44 - 03 

Ear. sales 45^13 Wetfs safe* 3*tse 

Wetfs open hit 264441, Up 476 

10 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

5100000 prin- pit &32ndsanaopd 

Mar 98 113-21 11369 113-10 -03 42X194 

Jim 98 113-23 1 13-09 11309 -04 87J38 

Sep 98 113-24 11311 11311 -05 *495 

Es sates 11X345 Wetfs sates 94443 
WOO* open Irrt 515637. up B. 904 

US TREASURY BONDS (CBOT) 

» pd-SKKWOO-pts A 32nds ofloO pcO 
Mar 98 122-12 121-14 121-15 - 09 63&199 

Jun 98 122-01 121-04 121-05 -09 89J46 

Sep 98 121-21 120-24 12424 . 0 * 3JJ9S 

EU. solas 904000 Wed* safes 401532 
Wetfs open In) 75*07* up U165 

LONG GILT (UFFE) 

CSUM0 - (4s & 32MS onoa pd 
Mar 98 12*69 122-25 126-04 +M 4 1776*1 
Jun 98 108-01 107-24 10860 +463 11773 
Esl. safes, 5*377. Pm. sates, 109J74 
Ptev. upon int.- 101.434 up 1438 

GERMAN GOV. BUND (UFFE1 
DM254000 - pts oflOO pd 
Man lor js loro? mix +mi 27i,9» 
Jun 98 10*72 106-52 10*71 +620 1*032 
EsI.SOiea: 169632. Pte*. sides- 227^35 
Prey, open lrL 28*000 up 1X662 


BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

21 63JW pounds, s per pound 
,475 Mar 98 1*396 1.4278 16358+00054 2*090 
) Jun 98 16310 14260 16284+66C54 1J77 

3T9 Sep 98 16214+40054 5*9 

OH Esl sales NA Wetfs sates *160 
752 Weft open M 3023* off 171 

15 CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 1 
104000 doflars. Spar Cdn. dir 
Mar 98 6970 6952 6958+40002 5*445 

Jim 98 6980 6999 6968+06002 *843 

Sep 98 6986 6970 6978+04002 2J16 

- EsL sales N A Wetfs safes 456* 

,716 Watfsapen fell 6*014 up 1-171 

8*9 

360 GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

21 12*000 nark* S per aiciL 

Mar 96 .5546 -5» 9 *537+00024 7*002 

Jun 98 ssn 6545 *545+46024 1440 

Sep 98 *500+06024 1631 

ous EsL safes 21,144 Wetfs sales 20.138 

Wteft open M 79779. up 1,212 


JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

7 2J mfeOad yon S per 100 iren 

Mar 98 6190 6045 6058-06085 10X550 

Jun 98 6295 6145 61*0 -06086 195a 

Sep 99 6261-06087 537 

EsL sates 2*875 Weft sates 19.772 

Weft open Int 1D404X up 1.721 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

12*000 hones. S per franc 

Mar 98 6927 66 S 0 6907+06037 41622 

-felt 98 6995 *944 6982*06038 1J70 

Sap 98 .7065 -7BS4 ^054+0.0039 1,1 ay 

EsL sates NA Wetfs sates 9.7BS 

VMS open M 4*389, off 525 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 

504000 pesos. S per peso 

Mar 98 .11725 .1H70 .11717 -6004 1*651 

Jun 98 .11317 .11280 .11317 -6005 *630 

Site 98 .70957 .10920 .10957 undl *957 

Est safes NA Weft safes *728 

Weft apn M 35L64* off 1.190 

3-MONTH STERLING (UFFE) 

£500000 -pte on 00 pd 
Mar 98 $252 9X50 9X52 +061 131,949 

Jun 98 9264 9X40 9263 Undl 13*793 

Sep 98 9264 9X78 9X82 -061 101J7D 

Dec 98 9108 9X61 9X06 -061 9X876 

Mar 99 9X28 9X23 9X27 -067 6*584 

Jun 99 91*5 9J60 9363 -062 7*573 

Sap 99 9X57 9363 9X57 -061 5*275 

Ett safest 172628. Pm. tales: 760*38 
Pre*. open W.: 809.2*1 up 11683 

3-MONTH EURO MARK (UFFE1 
DM 1 mObn - pts of 100 pd 
Feb 98 9A68S 96680 9*680 +0.010 7600 

Mar 98 966*0 96635 9*660+0400 38X40* 
Jun 98 96JT0 9*290 9*310 +0633 359.134 
Sap 98 96605 96.175 96600 +4020 28*976 
Dec «8 96615 9SJBS 9*010 +0620 29X752 
Mar 99 95620 95L880 M9» +OL03P 27*943 
Jun 99 9S790 95750 95L7S0 +0620 127604 
Sep 99 95679 95640 95660 +0629 196.994 
Dec 99 95J50 95610 9S540 +B£30 7*871 
Mar 00 95640 95600 95430 +0630 57.189 
Eg* sales: 21*581 Prev. sates: 227J76 
Pre*. open «L 266*570 vp 3X401 

3-M0NTH PIBOR (MAT1F) 

FFSmWan- plsadOOpd 
Mar 98 «*42 9460 M61 Undl. 7X578 

Jin 98 9*31 9*2* 9*30 Undl. 5*409 

Sep 98 9*17 9*14 9*17 ♦ *01 2X543 

D« 98 9*02 9SL99 9*07 +00) 2*532 

Mar 99 95.91 9569 9S.91 undl 40,772 

Jun 99 9561 9S77 95.79 +061 1X288 

Sep 99 95 67 95 *5 9566 Undl. 9.135 

ElL HMS: 25J»* 

Open OH.: 26*311 ofl 701. 

3-MONTH EURO LIRA (UFFE) 

ITL 1 mdian - Ms of 100 pd 

Mar 0B 9*n 9*05 9409 ,a01 13*712 

Jun 98 9503 9*94 9500 +002 1B9J79 


Industrials 

COTTON 2 (NCTN) 

50000 Ms.- urn per Hi 
Mar 98 67.15 6*75 6*81 -030 240*3 

May 98 6055 6*20 4X23 -029 19.234 

Jul 98 6909 69J5 *964 41.13 17689 

Od 98 7100 71.78 7178 4X12 2072 

Dec 98 7X05 7205- 7X93 4X07 1*216 

Est Kriar NA Weft sates 10497 
Weds open Int 8X58X1* 5* 

HEATING OIL (NMER) 

4X000 gal CMts par gal 
Mm- 98 45JS 4*3 4*57 4)69 39,717 

Apr 98 4101 4510 45LZ4 -06) 31,997 

May 98 4*20 4*75 4504 -03* 1*511 

Jun 98 4*00 4664 4*44 -026 17035 

JU98 47JO 47.14 47.14 4X21 1X213 

Aug 98 4*25 4709 4709 4X31 8642 

Sep 98 49 JO 48.79 4X79 4X16 7011 

Est. safes 1 Hteft cafes 3)0)2 
Waft open fert 1*031* offLlll 

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER) 

1600 bfal-doaon p« bbt 

Marn 1*18 1X92 1X9* 4X19 7X50* 

Apr 98 1*4) 1*16 1*19 -022 7*974 

May 98 1*68 1*44 1*4* 4X19 3*839 

Jun 98 1*95 1*70 1*72 4X1* 47079 

JUS* 17.13 1*95 1*95 4X14 2X887 

Aug 98 17-26 17.15 17.15 4X13 1*990 

Est. sates NA Weft sates 159,9*7 
Weft open feri 45X) 2108X425 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

10009 mn bm S per mm btu 
Mar 98 2-290 1200 2-238 +0050 31997 

Apr 98 1335 2-2* 2JS1 +0654 2*0*3 

May *8 21» 2075 2050+0050 11892 
J«n 98. 1341 X39S 2J60 +0648 1*058 

Jut 98 2375 1310 2365 +0.040 10953 

Aug 98 X380 2320 2380+0050 1X73B 

EsL ales NA Weft sates 3X999 
Vtteft open felt 19&39& op 1,178 

UNLEADED GASOLINE (NMER) 

4X000 gaL cento per gal 
Mar 98 SOSO 4900 4968 -CM 29,944 

Apr 98 5170 5100 5122 -034 2X045 

May 98 5460 5360 5157 4139 1*040 

Jun 98 5465 5160 53.73 4X19 1024) 

Jal98 5175 51*0 5162 4X14 9,191 

Aug 98 5140 5110 5112 4X09 *431 

Sep 98 5X55 5X53 5X52 4X03 XI 84 

0098 5167 +061 791 

EA sales NA Weft sates 28091 
Wetfs open fed 99,94* off 179 

GASOIL CIPE) 

U A defo/s par meMe ten - Jots of 100 Ires 
Mar 96 13900 13825 13900 —205 27031 
Ar 98 14100 14005 14105 -100 11041 
May 98 1432® 14200 14100 —175 8.184 

Jon 98 14X25 14*73 14X25 -175 11008 

JM 98 14700 14*73 14760 —360 *37* 

Aug 98 14975 14900 149.00 —200 *44J 

Esl. sales: 29088. Prev. sates: 2X009 
Prev. open tab 107694 off 51 0 


BRENT OIL OPE) 

UJ5. dollres per band • kite <41000 bomb 
Mar 98 1*47 1400 1405 —064 31900 

Apr 98 1562 1*76 1*74 -009 7*097 

May 98 1500 1X05 1X07 -4X2) 21010 

Jun 98 1X59 1560 4X36 -4X18 3*951 

Jul 98 1X61 1X63 1X58 -0.17 11175 

EM. sates: 40000. Prev. sidet : 88095 
Ptov. epen H-- 22*545 up *541 

Stock Indexes 

SP COMP INDEX (CMER) 

TSOxtadn 

Mar9B 103100101100103170 +70D3B&171 
Jun 98 104200102200104109 +&» 14717 
5ep98 104*70 ends. 3048 

Esl. saley KA Weft sdee 71405 
Waft open bit 40*47* off X907 

FT5E 188 (UFFE) 

BS per fade* pafert 

Mar 98 54216 55936 55^0 -520 41.286 
Esl safes. 10.135. Prey, sales.- MOt 
Prev. open fed.: 61086 off 539 

CAC 48 (MATIP) 

FF2Q0 perfautexpaml 

Feb 98 32570 31806 318*0—636 40842 
Jun 98 32256 31780 31570 — 620 2006 

Sep 98 N.T. NX 31770 — 615 12095 

Esl. sate* 1&98S. 

Open Int: 88618 up 14* 


Commodity Indexes 

dose Pl e n um 

Moody'S 164*00 765X00 

Reulro 1.72960 1,72X60 

DJ, Futures 14X28 145.02 

CRB 23)66 23)05 

Sautes; Malfi Associated Pres* London 
Inn Financial Fotvng Exchange. Inti 
PefnMvmEACtaege. 


Protect your 


i irr 

■■i ■ ■■ 

TRASCO is one of the world's foremost 
manufacturers specializing exclusively in 
armored cars and limousines providing 
the safety you need. Call for our rush 
delivery .service. Phone + A9-421-65J33-0 
or fax +49-421^X02 05- - V 1 
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Reliable U insur e 105 2-17 u 

c-cnmjKHiy will pay no furttierd)vid«K& 

^KOR. b 121 3-20 5-1 

STOCK SPLIT 
PocConST»ntd3tor2spH. ' 

Sysco Corp 2 for 1 spiff. 


STOCK 

Columbus Energy _ 10% 2-23 3-9 

REVERSE STOCK SPLIT 
Sioraone Systems 1 shore at Vatu-Sal Inc for 
every 10 shares lkHd. 

SIMS Commun 1 for 4 reverse spOt. 

INCREASED 

ffliw 8 reS Vt is 

KSS^nr* l ■'£ Vi 

5catre Liquid _ .10 2-26 3-2 

U-5. Stock Tables Exf^ained 


Am Indemnity 
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_ .18 4-3 4 1A 
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Applicants Tarrying 
Reforms, EU Says 


EUROPE 


By ReterS. Green 

■ faff motional Herald Trih,. »- 

Araid 1 increasing concern that its 
Central European candidates are fal- 

isrinB in mdi'iinn 


pering in enacting reforms needed to 
jcsBthe European Union, the EU’s 
point man on eastward expansion 

Hans van den Broek, wamedPol w 
™ Thursday that it must actqS 
ip rptmctnre its bloated industi} 
and lower tariffs on EU goods 3 
^ During a two-tiay visit to Poland 

*£■ ™’ji n . Br ° £ pled « ed more 

EU support in talks with Finance 
Minister Leszek Balcerowicz. 

“We both agreed that we must 
now cooperate with the Polish gov- 
ernment very intensively to guaran- 
tee that there is a restructuring plan on 
the table by the middle of this vear “ 
Mr. van den Broek said in Warsaw 

The soft language masked deeper 
concerns the EU has with all Five of 
the countries it expects to admit in 
the next wave of its expansion, prob- 
ably by about 2003. 

The concern, officials in Brussels 
and Central Europe say, is that the 
Central Europeans, especially in Po- 
land, the Czech Republic and Slov- 
enia, are basking in the glow of 
favorable reports the European 
Commission issued in July, rather 
than pressing on with complex and 
often politically difficult reforms. 

The EU ’s executive body decided 
in December to launch accelerated 
membership talks with the Czechs 
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Poles. Hungarians, Slovenes and 
Estonians. The talks, detailed nc- 
gohations on bringing the applic- 
ants laws and economies up to EU 
standards, are to begin March 31. 
we are exhorting all of them to 

get a move op,' * said a senior com- 
nussion official, who asked not to be 
identified. “The temptation has 
peen to ihrnk the negotiations will all 
be soned out in a big political deal, 
but there s a huge amount of work on 
such details as technical standards 
and product liability, for instance, 
that they U all need before they can 


Peugeot Expects 
Loss for '97 Cher 
Restructuring 


Philips, Reversing a Loss, 
Vows to Cut Costs Further 


Frankfurt 

DAX 


London 
FTSE 100 Index 


Paris 

CAC40 


compete in a single market" 
“It’s not sexv stuff” ho 


. "«* not sexy stuff,” he added. 

It s 80.000 pages of really boring, 
dry legislation, and they have to 
come up with a way to take it on and 
implement it in a way that satisfies 
us. It’s not the stuff of headlines, but 
irs the nuts and bolls of the way the 
EU works.” 

EU officials say the Czech Re- 
public, for instance, must speed up 
the restructuring of its finance sector 
and heavy industry. Poland has many 
large companies to privatize and a 
vast farm economy to restructure. 
Slovenia needs to further liberalize 
its economy, and Hungary must sort 
out its high public debt. All the ap- 
plicants, they added, are behind in 
retraining their bureaucracies. 

Calling the criticism unfair, the 
Central Europeans say they are com- 
piling their “national programs” 
for meeting the EU’s requirements. 


Bltmnberg News 

PARIS — PSA Peugeot Cit- 
roen S A said Thursday it would 
post a net Loss for 1997 because 
of efforts to reorganize its man- 
agement and manufacturing. 

The French carmaker said 
preliminary figures indicated a 
loss of 2.5 billion French francs 
($409.1 million) for last year, 
compared with a profit of 734 
million francs for 1996. 

Without one-time charges of 
3.46 billion francs, net income 
would have reached 900 mil- 
lion francs in 1997, the com- 
pany said. 

Peugeot said it would give 
final figures March 25. 

Operating income after one- 
time charges fell to 700 million 
francs from 1 .7 billion francs in 
1996. Sales rose to 1 86.8 billion 
francs from 1 72.7 billion francs 
in 1996. 

The company said it took 
charges to cover its decision to 
merge management and man- 
ufacturing of its Peugeot and 
Citroen brands as well as to 
cover a loss on futures contracts 
and the costs of pulling out of a 
joint venture in India." 

Peugeot shares fell 14 francs 
to 848. The announcement was 
made after the close of the stock 
marker. 


C,*iipiJnftn Oar Staff Firm Dupurtn 

EINDHOVEN, Netherlands — 
Philips IW said Thursday it had re- 
lumed io profit last year, and it 
pledged to continue its drive to re- 
build financial credibility in the wake 


of its earnings collapse in 1996. 

Net profit in 1997 hit an all-time 
high of 5.73 billion guilders ($2.79 
billion), bolstered by one-time gains 
of 244 billion guilders, mainly from 
the sale of a stake in Taiwan Semi- 
conductor Manufacturing Co. The 
company had a loss of 590 million 
guilders in 1996. 

Profit from operations rose to 3.29 

L:ll: ;u a 


billion guilders, compared with an 
operating profit of 723 million guild- 
ers for 1996. Annual sales rose to 
76.4S billion guilders from 69.20 bil- 
lion in 1996. 

Philips’s share price rose 4.2 guild- 
ers, to 145 in Amsterdam. "Profit 
will surge because of restrucruiing, 
you'll see those figures coming 
through in the next two years,” Jan 
Coen Balt, an analyst at Effected bank 
Stroeve, said, referring to earnings. 

In the fourth quarter. Philips re- 
ported a net profit of 2.67 billion 
guilders, compared with a loss of 949 
million guilders loss a year earlier. 

Founh-quarter sales rose to 24.19 


billion guilders from 21.41 billion. 

The company raised its 1997 div- 
idend payment io 2 guilders per 
share from 1.60. 

“Our aim was to restore con- 
fidence after 1996 and considerable 
progress has beat made on a number 
of fronts,” said Philips’s president. 
Cor Boonstra. 

Philips also said it would continue 
its cost-cutting drive to improve prof- 
itability. “We still see ample room 
for cost reductions," he said 

The company sounded a note of 
caution for the first half of the current 
year, especially for its operations in 
Asia and Brazil, where Philips pre- 
dicts continuing weakness. 

Philips predicted that weakening 
local demand would take its toll on 
Asian markets hit by recent financial 
turmoil, but it ruled out significant 
damage to overall earnings. 

“Obviously we are monitoring 
the situation veiy carefully,” the 
chief financial officer, Jan Hom- 
me a, said. He added that for now, 
“the impact has been negligible.” 

Less than 4 percent of its sales 
come from the nations hit by Asia’s 
crisis — Indonesia, South Korea, 
Thailand, Malaysia and the Phil- 
ippines. (Reuters. Bloomberg. AFP) 
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Very briefly: 


Surging Sales of Network Equipment 
Help Net Profit Jump 23% at Nokia 


Change to Euro Is Ripe for Criminals 



By Carl Gewirtz 

International Herald Tribune 


Financial Action Task Force on 
Money Laundering, will have to be 


Bit 

. . - 

13 


PARIS — Although high tech- 
nology is transforming the way 
■illegal money gets laundered, ex- 
perts warned European govern- 
ments Thursday not to overlook 
the opportunities that such a low- 
tech event as the physical con- 
version of European currencies in- 
to the euro will offer to criminals. 

For countries participating in 
the European Monetary Union, 
which is scheduled to begin next 
year, the physical change into the 
new currency is take place over the 
first six months of 2002. 

That event, said experts of the 


carefully monitored to prevent 
criminals from exploiting it. 

The meeting of experts, held at 


the Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development, did 
not spell out what the Europeans 
will need to do. The report simply 
stilted that “further consideration 
must be given to the consequences 
of the conversion of European cur- 
rencies into tbe euro. ” 

But tbe thrust of the meeting 
was that cri minal activity is going 
hi-tech and using unconventional 
routes to legitimize illegal funds 
through nonfmancial profession- 
als such as lawyers, accountants. 


notaries and sellers of high-value 
objects. 

But no evidence was presented 
of how the new technology fa- 
cilitates money laundering. 

The features of this technology 
— (he rapidity of transaction per- 
formance, the opportunities for an- 
onymity, the absence of an audit 
trail and the withdrawal from tra- 
ditional hanking — make it a nat- 
ural choice for criminals, the ex- 
perts said. 

“All that can be established at 
present is the fact that the nec- 
essary adaptation of controls to 
combat cr iminal activity has not 
kept pace with the industrialization 
of transactions,’ ’ the report said. 


O xnptai ftp ftrr Suff f'remt Dtspaarba 

HELSINKI — Nokia Group said 
Thursday that fourth-quarter profit 
rose 23 percent as demand for its 
network equipment soared, and 
profitability in its mobile-phone unit 
increased. 

The Finnish company's profit 
rose to 2.02 billion markkas ($365.3 
million) from 1.63 billion markkas. 

The company said it would raise its 
dividend to 7.5 marickaa per share 
from 3.5 and split each share into two. 
Tbe company's stock price surged 
5.6 percent, to 480.20 marickaa 

"The result was excellent," said 
Mika Heikkiiae, a money manager 
with Arctos Funds. “Growth on die 
network side brings stability, while 
efficiency on the handset side is 
tremendous where new models will 
speed up sales." 

Nokia is beefing up its networking 
unit, which sells equipment for trans- 
mitting calls between mobile phones, 
as it faces increased competition. 

For all of 1997, operating profit in 
the mobile-phone unit rose 168 per- 


cent, to 3.84 billion markkaa; the 
unit's operating margin — a measure 
of profit as a proportion of sales — 
more than doubled, to 13.9 percent. 

Nokia said sales in some South- 
east Asian countries were “slower 
than anticipated" at the beginning 
of this year, but that did not have any 
“material impact” on fourth- 
quarter sales. 

Nokia’s chief executive, Jorma 
OUila, said demand elsewhere had 
compensated for weakness in 
Southeast Asia. The Asia-Pacific re- 
gion accounted for 23 percent of 
Nokia's sales in 1997, compared 
with 59 percent for Europe and 18 
percent for North America. China is 
now Nokia’s third-largest customer, 
Mr. Ollila said. 

Nokia also said it would continue 
to invest in Asian markets ‘ 'with the 
aim of securing and strengthening 
our future market position/’ 

Nokia would retain an annual 
sales-growth target of between 25 
percent and 35 percent 

( Bloomberg , AFP, Reuters ) 


• British Telecommunications PLC’s third -quarter pretax 
profit rose 12 percent to £1.02 billion ($1.67 billion) from a 
year earlier as the company benefited from a £238 million 
break-up -fee from its a boned purchase of MCI Commu- 
nications Corp. But BT said it was still eager to expand in the 
United States. BT also announced that Chairman Iain Val- 
lance would work pan-time from July 31. 

• Royal KNP BT NV, a Dutch packaging maker and paper 
distributor, plans to sell the packaging business or spinning it 
off into a separately listed company. Its fourth -quarter profit 
rose 34 percent, to 123 milUon guilders ($60 million). 

• BICC PLC is selling its British construction and building- 
wire business to Delta PLC, which in turn is selling its power 
utilities, accessories and cables business to BICC. BICC will 
pay £5.2 million to make up the difference in the values of the 
businesses. The deal will result in 870 job cuts in Britain. 

• Martin Ebner, the Swiss investor who helped engineer the 
merger of Union Bank of Switzerland with Swiss Bank Corp., 
denied rumors that he had bought shares in Commerzbank 
AG, saying his BZ Group investment company would keep its 
combined 4 percent stake in Swiss banks for “at least” 18 
more months. 


• Den norske Bank, Norway’s biggest bank, said its pretax 
operating profit slid 4 percent in 1997, to 2.62 billion kroner 
($345.8 million) as it suffered losses on shipping investments , 
the turmoil in Asia, and a failed takeover of BNbank. 


• Willis Corroon Group PLC, the British insurance broker, 
said pretax profit rose 4 percent, to £95.5 million in 1997. but 
the company was downbeat about the current year, saying 
insurance rates were falling. 

• Casino Guichard-Perrachon SA, a French food retailer, 

agreed to buy 75 percent of the Argentine supermarket chain 
Libertad SA for $200 million. Bloomberg. Reuters 
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■ TOi £°J- ^ Crril1 L ynch & Co 
pressed its plans Thursday f 0 r a 

rml brokerage business in 4^ a 

move expected to fuel comijetitin* 
as the country roils toward^^P 
Bwg” financial deregulation. S 

-fell wlU ** tbe first foreign 
firm to enter the Japanese reitS 
brokerage marker. Wl 

^yste said Japanese houses 
would feel the pinch, particularly as 
the move could signal a fail in in 
«M»e from commissions, on which 
the Japanese firms relv heavily 
The new firm, Merrill Lynch Se- 

CUf !?^i apan ’ plans 10 as manv 
“ 2.000 employees of the failed 
Yamaicbi Securities Co. and to oc 
cupy offices currently housing Ya- 
maichi operations. 

The fully owned subsidiary will 
primarily serve retail investors and 
could be ready to open its doors for 
business by June, pending approval 
from the Finance Ministry. 

While Merrill's intention to build 
a domestic brokerage chain our of 
the rubble of Yamaichi has been 
widely reported for months, the an- 
nouncement Thursday was the first 


tune the company had offered details 
> the plan, which is increasingly 
seen as emblematic of the dereg- 
ulation expected in coming months. 

Japan s push for financial dcrea- 
ulanon begins April 1. the start Sf 
me new business year. 


>:^5. rr *^ s strale Sy °f targeting re- 
clusive de- 


tail investors, long the exclusive do- 
main of Japan’s big brokerages, 
breaks with the traditional approach 
to the Japanese market by foreign 
brokerages, which is to focus on 
corporate clients. 

But WLnthrop Smith, chairman of 
Merrill Lynch International, said the 
new company would be successful 
ai Japanese investors, aware of 
changes in the regulatory environ- 
ment, looked to maximize invest- 
ment returns. 

Mr. Smith said the Japanese unit 
could be profitable in about three 
years, and that most of the $200 to 
S3 00 million the brokerage expects 
to use to capitalize the new firm 
would be for payroll expenses. 

He said all of Yamaichi’s 7,500 
employees had been invited to apply 
for positions at the new firm and that 
no employee would be asked to take 



Indian Firms 
Plan Merger 
In Cosmetics 


Winthrop Smith, the chairman of Merrill Lynch International. 


a pay cut to join the company. 

Ronald Strauss, chief operating of- 
ficer of Merrill Lynch International, 
will become president and chief op- 
erating officer of the new company. 

Merrill already has 1.000 staff in 
Japan, operating corporate and in- 
stitutional accounts, and is the lead- 
ing foreign underwriter of yen-de- 
nominated bonds. 

Japan's economy and stock mar- 


ket have been buffeted by a down- 
turn for most of this decade. Merrill 
characterized its move into the 
world's second- largest economy as 
a long-term commitment 
Yamaichi. Japan's fourth largest 
brokerage, collapsed in November 
with debts estimated at $29 billion. 
It was the country's biggest business 
failure since World War D. 

I Renters, AFP) 


Derivatives in Asia: Whose Risk? 


Bloomberg Sews 

SEOUL — South Korea and 
Wall Street may be on a collision 
course over a hidden side to Asia's 
currency crisis: derivatives. 

A Seoul court this week tem- 
porarily blocked a $180 million 
payment due to J. P. Morgan & Co. 
after a South Korean brokerage said 
the U.S. bank had failed to warn it 
about the risks of investing in cur- 
rency derivatives. 

The injunction raises questions 
for foreign bankers here: Will 
companies honor contracts they 
entered into before currencies 
tumbled? More importantly, will 
the courts? 

“It scares the hell out of me,” 
said Dick Van Dem Ham, the coun- 
try bead at ABN-AMRO Bank in 
Seoul. “You don't have any legal 
certainty anymore.” 

To some bankers, the ruling sug- 
gests South Korea may backpedal 
on promises to liberalize its econ- 
omy and financial markets in ex- 
change for $60 billion in emergency 
credit arranged by the International 
Monetary Fund. 


The dispute comes less than a 
month after creditor banks crafted 
an agreement to restructure as much 
as $24 billion in short-term South 
Korean bank debt J. P. Morgan is 
one of those banks. 

As South Korea and other Asian 
countries slide into recession, other 
financial transactions may wind up 
in court, bankers and lawyers said. 
If so, many companies and in- 
vestors may be reluctant to put their 
money in Asia. 

• J.P. Morgan’s dispute with SK 
Securities may be the tip of an ice- 
berg. A lawyer in Seoul said Thurs- 
day that he was working on several 
cases involving companies that had 
signed currency derivatives con- 
tracts with international banks. 

“The legal system is a problem 
across the region,” said Daniel 
Hemmant of Guinness Flight in 
London. “Unless it is greatly 
strengthened, it's hard to see the 
aggressive resumption of foreign 
lending, which Asia obviously 
needs pretty badly.” 

Bankers are understandably reluc- 
tant to talk about the possibility that 


other derivatives contracts they 
made with South Korean clients may 
be coining due with losses. But they 
concede that the derivatives markets 
in South Korea, and throughout Asia, 
are potential minefields now that 
Asian currencies have collapsed. 


A year ago, investment bankers 
rlVDix 


eagerly pitched derivatives to South 
Korean companies. With bench- 
mark Japanese interest rates at 0-5 
percent it made sense to sign con- 
tracts that would allow investors to 
borrow in yen and invest in higher- 
yielding Asian currencies, many of 
which were linked to the dollar until 
last year. 

“It's not an accident that a lot of 
derivatives got sold in Korea,' ' said 
John Ellis, head of the Asia de- 
rivatives desk at Bank of America 
in Hong Kong. “It was as good as 
lending money." 

South Korean firms and some 
analysts who cover them suggest 
Thai investment bankers were quick- 
er to tout the benefits of a derivatives 
contract than they were to lay out the 
possible risks. That is the crux of the 
complaint by SK Securities. 


Trade Surplus 
Soars for Japan 


CctnftirJFtOjr Skiff Fn-v. riupd-hr-. 

TOKYO — Japan’s surplus 
in trade of goods and services 
soared 60 percent in 199 7, fan- 
ning speculation that Washing- 
ton would increase pressure on 
Tokyo to take measures to raise 
domestic demand, economists 
said Thursday. 

The current-account surplus 
rose to 11.44 trillion ven 
($92.63 billion) in 1997, the 
Finance Ministry said. 

Exports rose steadily because 
of the weakness of the yen, 
while growth in imports slowed 
because of sluggish demand, 
the Finance Ministry said. 

“The G-7 meeting is coming 
up, and I’m sure the U.S. side 
will put pressure on Japan to 
increase imports," said 
Mamoru Yamaguchi, an econ- 
omist at Nikko Research Cen- 
ter. He was referring to a Feb. 
21 meeting of finance ministers 
from the Group of Seven lead- 
ing industrial nations. 

(Reuters, AFP J 


Blvomberfi News 

BOMBAY — Hindustan Lever 
Ltd. said Thursday it would join 
forces with Pond’s (India) Ltd. and 
buy out its partner in another cos- 
metics venture, giving it more 
products, managers and technology 
to cash in on the growing wealth of 
the Indian consumer. 

The terms of the merger of the 
companies — each of which is 51 
percent owned by the British-Duteh 
food and cosmetics company Uni- 
lever NV — have not been de- 
cided. 

Hindustan Lever, India's largest 
soap and cosmetics maker, also an- 
nounced that its profit rose 35 per- 
cent Iasi year, to 5.6 billion rupees 
tS 144.6 million! as sales rose 18 
percent, to 78.2 billion rupees. 

“We understand the Indian con- 
sumer better than anyone else, ’ ’ said 
K. B. Dadiseth, chairman of 
Hindustan Lever. 

Share prices in both companies 
rose. Pond's stock price finished 

56.00 rupees higher, at 1,022.00, 
and Hindustan Lever shares rose 

5.00 rupees, ro J 383.00. 

"It’s good for shareholders,” 
said Devesh Kumar, head of re- 
search at ABN Amro Ho are Govett 
India Securities Ltd. "lt*s in line 
with the global trend of merging 
small businesses into big ones to 
meet emerging competition." 

Hindustan Lever also raised its 
stake in Lakme Lever Lid. to 100 
percent from 50 percent by buying 
out Lakme Ltd/s stake in the cos- 
metics joint venture for 2 billion 
rupees. 

The purchase will give Hindustan 
Lever control of Lakme's cosmetic 
brands. Hindustan Lever will also 
pay to acquire two of Lakme's fac- 
tories in western India for a price to 
be decided later. 

“The employees of these under- 
takings will enjoy continuity of ser- 
vice and full protection of their ex- 
isting terms and conditions,” 
Lakme said in a news release. 

Hindustan Lever and Lakme set 
up die joint venture three years ago. 

Hindustan Lever’s sales of soaps 
and detergents climbed 15 percent, 
to 33.60 billion rupees in 1997. Its 
personal product sales, including 
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rose 47 percent, to 8.84 billion ru- 
pees. 

Exports rose 25 percent, to 1132 
billion rupees, but the company said 
growth could slow this year because 
of the economic problems of some 
Asian countries. 


• The International Monetary Fund said it would relax .. 
key condition of Bangkok's bailout amid concern that th. 
program was hampering the economy's recovery. Thailand 
will be allowed to have a budget deficit of 1 percent to 1' 
percent of gross domestic product in the year ending Sept. 30. 
instead of having to achieve a surplus of 1 percent of GDP. 

• Taiwan and China have shifted their politically sensitiv-: 
talks on cross-strait shipping (u Bangkok from Hong Kong tv 
dodge the media limelight. Taiwan officials said. 

• Moody's Investors Sen ice Inc. is considering raisins the 
ratings of major Japanese consumer electronics makers, give;: 
the high potential of nexi-gencration television sets with 
information equipment. Matsushita Electric Industrial Co. 
LtcL, Hitachi Ltd., Sony Corp., Sharp Corp., Toshiba 
Corp. and Mitsubishi Electric Corp. have the resources u- 
enter the next-generation TV market, it said. 

• A former senior Japanese Finance Ministry official i . 
being sued by an art dealer demanding the return of 2Ck» 
million yen ($1.62 million) in commissions. The suit said a 
former Banking Bureau chief, Hiromi Tokuda. 75. had ar- 
ranged for the sale of Renoir paintings, Rodin sculpture and 
other pieces to Takefuji. a finance company. 

• Malaysia received the support of a panel of high-tech 
executives meeting to advise the country on its multimedia 
zone, with at least two companies pledging fresh investment. 

• Shanghai wants to attract more large-scale chemical and 
petrochemical projects through die construction of a new 
industrial zone. Mayor Xu Kuangdi said. 

• China's urban unemployment rate is about 7 percent, or 
double official figures, when idled workers sent home from 
ailing factories are counted, the Press Digest said. 

• Australia's jobless rate stalled at 8.2 percent in January, 
with the creation of just 2,400 jobs during the month. 

• Foreign investors bought a net 628 billion yen ($5. 1 billion > 
in Japanese securities in December, reversing net selling of 
875 billion yen the previous month, the Finance Ministry 

Said. AFP. Remer\ 
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which in other ways is going well. They 
could also devastate the balance sheets 
of Western banks with large exposure to 
Indonesia's $70 billion private sector 
debt. 

Meanwhile, the turnaround in Asian 
trade data should be a big worry else- 
where. South Korea is now running 
trade surpluses. But exports in dollar 
terms Temain almost flat- The improve- 
ment bas been almost entirely because 
of a collapse in imports — down 40 
percent in January. 

It is much the same story in Thailand. 
Exports should in theory pick up as the 
benefits of a weaker currency take ef- 
fect, But even export industries are be- 
ing hurt by shortages of cash or credit to 
finance raw material imports. 

For a world haunted by the specter of 


deflation, the Asian import collapse is 
more troublesome than an Asian export 
boom. Japan’s latest stimulations may 
offset contraction elsewhere, but that is 
still an “if.” China has slashed its ex- 
port growth targets for 1998, and further 
downward revisions look likely. 

Local storms yet to be unleashed, 
meanwhile, could well be brewing in 
Hong Kong and Malaysia. The size of 
domestic debt, a surge in real interest 


rates, a huge fall in asset prices, sudden 
contraction in loan growth, and regional 


investment losses could easily add up to 
bankruptcies on a scale similar to that of 
the early 1980s. 

Hong Kong’s currency peg should 
hold for now, but the deflation of moun- 
tainous asset prices and uncompetitive 
prices for much else has barely begun. 
Hong Kong is still only six months away 
from its asset price peak. Assuming die 


peg to the dollar stays, the bottom could 
easily be 18 months away, if the peg 
goes, the pain would be greater, but of 
shorter duration. 

Rumors of black holes in the com- 
mercial paper and derivatives markets 
abound in the region generally. 

It is hard to imagine that there are not 
more Peregrines out there. The Hong 
Kong investment bank went under 
quickly because its exposure to worth- 
less Indonesian commercial paper was 
well known. Banks, however, can 
mostly cover up loans problems for a 
while, hoping that markets will turn in 
time to save them. They usually do not, 
as Japan can testily. 

The long term outlook remains 
bright Asia now presents remarkable 
buying opportunities. But in the near 
term, more pain than gain is in the 
cards. 


REUTERS: In Battle With Bloomberg, an Investigation Hurts 
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terminal , Reuters 3000, on which its 
growth depends. Executives also sought 
to reassure analysts and institutional in- 
vestors at meetings in London and New 
York on Wednesday and Thursday. 

In an interview published in The Wall 
Street Journal on Thursday, Chief Ex- 
ecutive Peter Job said he had no knowl- 
edge of any wrongdoing but added it 
was “possible" that employees of the 
U.S. unit, Reuters Analytics, might have 
co mmi tted crimes. He acknowledged 
Bloomberg's lead In bond coverage and 
said Reuters tried to compare its 
products with those of its competitors, 
but he insisted that was legal. 

“If in the course of _ doing compar- 
ative analyses, and trying to improve 
our products and services, we have im- 
properly used certain Bloomberg pro- 
prietary information, then we, as an eth- 
ical company, will take^ appropriate 
steps to fix the problems,’ he said. 

The charm offensive appeared to be 


paying off. Reuters shares rose 14 pence 
Thursday to 590. That is up from a low of 
520 pence last week but still down from 
the level of 636 pence before news of the 
investigation broke late last month, 

“We think the marker overreacted to 
the news” of the investigation, said 
Simon Baker, an analyst at Teather & 
Greenwood. 

Still, Reuters faces an uphill battle to 
maintain its share of the $5.8 billion 
worldwide market for financial market 
news. According to die most recent sta- 
tistics from Waters Information Ser- 
vices. a New York research firm, Reu- 
ters's revenues from financial news 
services rose 7 percent, to $2.25 billion 
in 1996, while Bloomberg’s revenues 
surged 30 percent, to $918 million from 
only 70,000 installed terminals. 

The swift pace of change in ihe in- 
dustry is exemplified not only by 
Bloomberg's rapid ascent in recent 
years but by the implosion at Dow Jones 
& Co. That company, which publishes 
Journal, 


ping $922.5 milli on charge Monday to 
write down the value of its unprofitable 
Dow Jones Markets division, the former 
No. 2 financial news service provider. 

While some analysts praise the Reu- 
ters 3000 terminal, which aims to match 
Bloomberg in its ability to analyze his- 
torical bona- and stock-market trends, it 
has been plagued by problems. The 
company ins tailed just under 28,000 ter- 
minals in 1997, short of its target of 
30,000, and the product is still under- 
going tests in the vital U.S. market. 

Bloomberg also bas shown its 
nimbleness in other ways. The company 
won kudos from London’s pinstripe bri- 


gade recently for offering lo provide a 
linals 


the Wall Street 


took a whop- 


free terminal at home for 60 days to any 
investment banker laid off as a result of 
the merger wave that is shaking up the 
financial-services industry. “The fact 
that they offered that stuck in my 
mind,” said an economist at one major 
investment bank, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. “Thai’s a great 
marketing initiative.” 


MERCEDES: Asia Loses Its Lease on Status-Symbol Car 
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around 7,000 to 8,000 units,” he says, a 
level, he estimated, that would now fake 
about three years to reach. 

For the company that owns Mer- 
cedes, Daimler-Benz AG, the decline in 
numbers probably will not hurt that 
much, analysts said. 

Asian sales, including Japan, accoun- 
ted for 1 1.8 percent of its car sales in 
1996. according to Klaus-Juergen 
Melzner, an auto industry analyst at 
Deutsche Bank AG in Frankfurt. 

Assuming a “worst-case scenario” 
of a 50 percent drop in sales across the 
Asian market, he said, Daimler-Benz's 
total vehicle sales, including trucks, 
would fall 4 percent and its revenue 
would fall 2 percent. 

“To be honest, a couple of thousands 
up and down in those markets are really 
outweighed by very good developments 


in other markets,” said Eckhard Zanger, 
a Daimler-Benz spokesman in Stuttgart. 

The company registered double-digit 
sales growth in Norm America last year, 
he said. 

But volume is not where Daimler 
makes its money in S'Hitheast Asia, ac- 
cording to analysts. The company can 
charge more for its cars in Asia. 

“Margins in Asia are much wider 
than they find in America and Europe, 
where things are much mote compet- 
itive,” Mr. Dunne said. “And Mer- 
cedes, although it’s a prestigious 
marque in North America and in 
Europe, doesn ’t carry as much weight as 
it does here in Asia, where Mercedes is 
everything for the wealthy elite. It’s the 
pinnacle of image and success.” 

John Schmid in Frankfurt contrib- 
uted to this article . 
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How does a global corporator: enhance life? 

At Novartis, it’s a question of Life Sciences. As the world’s leading Life Sciences company, we are 
applying New Skills in every aspect of Life Sciences to meet the needs of billions of people around 
the world. Brian Latario is one of 88,000 Novartis employees in the fields of healthcare, agriculture 
and nutrition who are using advanced research, innovative technologies and new medicines and 
treatments to solve life’s challenges. 


Novartis. We’re with you . . . 
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World Roundup 


Dallas Hires Coach 


football The Dallas Cowboys 
hired Chan Gailey. the Pittsburgh 
Steelers offensive coordinator, as 
head coach Thursday, He succeeds 
Barry Switzer, who resigned at the 
end of last season. 

"This is the beginning of the 
dream.” Gailey said. ” Another 
pan of that dream is that we get to 
stand on that podium some late 
January afternoon and have a hand 
on that Lombardi Trophy. "The 
end of the dream, the final dream,” 
he said, would be for the team to be 
"champions with class, dignity and 
character." 

"That's what I’m about.” he 
said. 

The Cowboy owner, Jerry Jones, 
had never met Gailey before Sun- 
day, but they clicked quickly. 

"In the end, after all the home- 
work was done, the image of our 
next coach came very, very clear,” 
Jones said. (APi 


Kiwis Beat Australia 


cricket Stephen Fleming, the 
New Zealand captain, hit an un- 
beaten 1 1 1 Thursday io guide his 
team to a seven wicket victory over 
Australia in Napier, New Zealand, 
in the third one-day international of 
a four game series. 

Fleming scored his runs off 137 
balls as the Kiwis, chasing 236, 
reached 240 for three with 10 balls 
to spare. Australia batted first and 
de 236 all out in 49 overs. Chris 


ma 


Cairns, the New Zealand bowler, 
took five wickets for 42 runs. Aus- 
tralia leads, 2- 1 . ( Reuters ) 


Freeman Seeks Peace 


athletics Cathy Freeman, the 
world 400 meters champion, plans 
to move ro London because of the 
demands being placed on her in the 
build-up ro the Sydney 2000 
Olympics, Nick Bideau, her man- 
ager said Thursday. Freeman, an 
Australian aborigine, wants to 
move so she can train in peace. 
Bideau said. [Reuters) 


Kiefer Upsets Muster 


tennis Nicolas Kiefer knocked 
out Thomas Muster, the defending 
champion, in the second round of 
the Dubai Open on Thursday. 

The German, ranked No. 26 in 
the world, frustrated the seventh 
seed. 7-6, 6-4. with aggressive 


serves and volleys. The first set was 
evenly matched, but Muster lost 


touch as the match progressed, 
making many unforced errors. 

"I attacked forehand throughout 
the match, which 1 think upset his 
rhythm,” Kiefer said. 

• On Wednesday in San Jose, 
Andre Agassi showed the power 
and focus that once earned him 
three grand slam titles as he laid 
waste French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten, 6-3, 6-1, in the 
second round of the Sybase Open. 
Second seed Michael Chang beat 
George Bastl. 7-5, 6-3. (Reuters) 



Andre Agassi serving to Gust- 
avo Kuerten in San Jose. 
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Hassan Gabsi of Tunisia, left, heading the ball despite the attentions of Munbada Kisombe of Congo. 


Tunisian Substitute Sinks Congo 


C. frqnlnl t* Our Stuff Fr.mi Cki/vxh.1 

OUAGADOUGOU. Burkina Faso 
— Ziad Tlemcani was the unlikely 
match winner as Tunisia beat Congo, 2- 
1 , in African Nations Cup Group B on 
Thursday.. 

The veteran striker, dropped after 
Tunisia lost to Ghana on Monday, came 
on as a substitute and then scored. 

Congolese defenders stood still ex- 
pecting an offside whistle and Tlemcani 
ran through unopposed to place the ball 
low past goalkeeper Nkombe Tokala. 

Tunisia is tied with and Ghana and 
Congo at the top of the group. 

Faouzi Rouissi of Tunisia wasted a 
penalty kick before Mehdi Ben Sliraane 
gave Tunisia the lead in the 3 1 st-minute, 
when he hooked a Tarek Thabet pass 
into the comer of the goal. 

Okitankoyi Kimoto, a fullback, 
leveled five minutes later. A pass from 
captain Ekanza Simba was deflected 
into Kimoto 's path and he drilled the 
bail past Ali Bouranijel. 

It was an unconvincing performance 


by Tunisia, which has qualified for the 
World Cup finals. Tunisia's star mid 


World Soccer 


fielder, Zonbeir Beya, once again dis- 
appointed and was replaced by Kais 
Godhbane early in the second half. 

On Wednesday night, host Burkina 
Faso beat Algeria, 2-1, in a Group A 
match in Ouagadougou. 

Substitute Kassoum Ouedraogo gave 
tbe host tbe lead in die 65tb minute with 


a penalty. An opportunist goal in the 
77th minul 


minute from Seydou Traore made 
it 2-0. Moussa Saib scored for Algeria 
with a penalty kick in the 80th minute. 

Italy Juventus and Inter Milan both 
squandered 1-0 leads and had to settle 
for 1-1 draws in Serie A matches Wed- 
nesday. 

Striker Filippo Inzaghi gave Juve the 
lead against Brescia shortly after half- 
time. But AJbeito Savino headed his 
first goal in Serie A to give the home 
team, which is near the bottom of the 


Gullit Hears Through Media 
That Chelsea Has Fired Him 


A$ence Franee-Pressc 

LONDON — The London soccer 
club Chelsea surprised the soccer world 
on Thursday by replacing player-man- 
ager Ruud Gullit with Gianluca Vialli. 

Gullit, who brought Chelsea its first 
trophy since 1971 with a victory in last 
year's FA Cup final, seemed more sur- 
prised than anyone, and he sharply con- 
tradicted the dub’s version of events. 

According Cbelsea chairman Ken 
Bates, Gullit, whose contract was to 
expire June 30, had refused to sign a 
new deal despite long talks, "lam per- 
sonally very sorry that he has gone, but 
at the end of the day you have to face 
facts, and his wage demands were way 
beyond our means," Bates said. 

Gullit said: "I was astounded to find 
out from the media that I have been 


replaced as Chelsea coach bv Gianluca 
Vialli.” 


Colin Hutchinson, the managing di- 
rector of Chelsea, said that lie had been 
unable to inform Gullit about his re- 
placement by Vialli because Gullit, a 
former international player for the Neth- 
erlands, had "brought the lunchtime 
meeting to an abrupt end.” 


But Gullit said: "I was only asked to 
attend one meeting in the last six months 
to discuss the future. This meeting took 
place on Thursday. Feb. 5- when Colin 
Hutchinson and myself talked very am- 
icably about a new two-year extension 
ro my contract. 

"At no time during my discussion 
was there any doubt in my mind that I 
would re-sign. In fact, I specifically (old 
anyone who asked that 1 would sign a 
new deal after more talks — there were 
no more talks!” 

Hutchinson said that while the team 
was "prepared to give Ruud a contract 
which we believe would have made him 
the best paid manager in tbe Premiership, 
we were not able to meet what he wanted 
and expected." 

Vialli said that he was still in shock 
but he was looking forward to the chal- 
lenge. "lam amazed and delighted but I 
think I am cut out for the job,” he said. 
The Italian striker faces a baptism of 
fire: Chelsea faces a League Cup semi- 
final second-leg match with Arsenal, 
which leads 2-1. and a Cup Winners’ 
Cup quarterfinal with the Spanish team 
Real Betis at the beginning of March. 


CROSSWORD 


. ACROSS 

i Mounl 
6 Pie- eyed 
13 Circulation, ma 
way 

is Dealer's deal 
ts Ripple 
it Boneless cuts 


is Japanese 
novelist Kobo 


1* French peers 

21 Heyerdahl raft 

22 Vera’s TV 
husband 

24 Buckles 


ZS '5.000 Nights at 
the Opera* 
author 

2G Niels Bohr, e g 

27 de la 

Societe 
2a Enticed 
zs She had a 
reputation for 
being fasr 

31 Scares off 

32 It's less filling 
34 They take turns 
37 Relative of 

baggaiaway 

41 Like mutton 

42 Gounod 
contemporary 


43 Start of a 
whaler's cry 

44 Sparks et at. 

45 Menial 

46 fit {blew 

up) 

47 Dr. of rap 

48 Honorary 
Shawnee 

49Hwys. 
so Tax base 
52 Crush 
56 Without her. 
Theseus didn't 
have a clue 
ST More piquant 
98 More than many 
56 Fell ofl 


Solution to Puzzle of Feb. 12 
ibiliaIb 

lAlLlEIX 


□□□a 0HQI3 naaaa 
mama aanaci 
saga annas 
QaaaHnnaaaaaaa 



DOWN 

1 Craft 

2 Athens eatery 

3 Suffix on fruit 
names 

4 Read ro pectin 

5 Afore 

6 Deep-sixes 

7 Posts 

s Wall Si whizzes 
b Pilot's heading 

10 Certain outing 

11 Mother of 
Richard 1 

12 Draffs 

13 Country in 1994 
headlines 


14 Hugger- 
muggery 

20 Site of Central 
Park concerts 

23 Pittsburgh 
philanthropists 

a« Pads of 
museums 

2S Affiance 

28 Smirk's cousin 

30 Leeds's river 

31 Shill 

33 Samt-Leon 
works 

34 Frangois Villon 
□Bering 

35 Like many 
pitches 

36 Current 
phenomenon 

38 Slick fellow 

39 Burdened 

40 Knockout in 
boxing slang 

42 Relax 

49 Marion of 
“Bewitched* 

48 Benedictine 
scholar 
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ONew Yttrk Timcs/Ediied by Will Shone. 


51 "Ah. 

Wilderness) * 
character 

53 Green 

54 Where the C.S A. 
was formed 

55 Map abbr 


Test Delayed 
After Players 
Are Mugged 


R filter. i 

JOHANNESBURG — The first 
cricket test between South Africa 
and Pakistan has been postponed 
for at least 24 hours after the mug- 
ging of two Pakistan bowlers left 
the tourists with just 10 fit players. 

The South African cricket board 
announced the decision Thursday, 
13 hours before the First ball was 
due to be bowled. Aii Bacher, the 
managing director of the South Af- 
rican board, said it hoped to start the 

t ame on Saturday if the victims.- 
aqlain Mushtaq and Mohammad 
Akram. are fit enough. Saqtain 
Mushtaq and Mohammad Akram 
■were attacked by three men as they 
walked to a restaurant in Johan- 
nesburg on Wednesday evening. 

Saqlain Mushtaq is wearing a 
neck brace and Mohammad Akram 
has a cut bowling hand. Rashid 
Latif, Pakistan's captain, said that, 
in addition to the mugging victims, 
he was injured and so were bowlers 
Shoaib Afiktar and Waqar Younis. 
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Disabled Golfer a Cart 
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judge Rules in Favor of Casey Martin 
After Rejecting Play Fatigue Defense 

Judge Coffin issued a temporary i 

junction in November that allowed tJ 
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By Thomas Heath 

Washington Pint Service 


league, a valuable point 

In Florence, Inter took the lead 
through Ronaldo, who appears to have 
rediscovered his scoring touch after a 
barren spell. He fired a free luck into the 
bottom comer of the Fiorentina goal 
after 26 minutes. Gabriel Batistuta 
leveled for Fiorentina before half , time 
with his 15th league goal of the season. 
Nwankwo Kan a, who joined Inter in 
1 996 but has had heart problems, played 
.his first league game for the club. 

France Lens let slip a chance to go 
top of the French first division when it 
lost, 2-1, Thursday to Chaieauronx. 

Stephane Dalmat scored for Cahteau- 
xroux, which is near the bottom of the 
division, into the lead a minute before 
half time. Striker Laurent Dufresne 
scored the second in the 58th minute. .. 

Netherlands Boudewijn Zenden 
scored twice as PSV Eindhoven beat 
Utrecht, 4-1, on Wednesday and closed 
the gap on Ajax Amsterdam, which was 
playing in the Dutch Cup. 

PSV suffered an early setback when 
the Scottish striker Scott Booth, on loan 
from Borussia Dortmund, thrust Utrecht 
ahead in the 1 8th minute. 

Ajax beat Roda JC Kerkrade, 5-0, 
Wednesday in the cup. It visits Eind- 
hoven on Sunday for a league match. 

England Marcelo Salas . scored 
twice as Chile beat England, 2-0. at 
Wembley, London, in a friendly in- 
ternational. 

Salas, 23, the South American Player 
of the Year put Chile ahead after 44 
minures with an impressive goal. He 
controlled a long pass from Jose Sierra 
with his left thigh while on the run. 
Before the baLI could hit the ground he 
had driven it past Nigel Martyn. the 
England goalie. Salas scored the second 
from a penalty kick after he had been 
fouled by Sol Campbell. 

Salas flew to Rome on Thursday to 
complete his SIS million transfer from 
River Plate to Lazio. (AFP. Reuters) 

■ Africa Backs Johansson 

Africa's ruling soccer body an- 
nounced Thursday that it would support 
Lennart Johansson, the president of 
UEFA, which governs European soccer, 
in his campaign to become president of 
FIFA, the governing body of world soc- 
cer, The Associated Press reported from 
Ouagadougou. 

The Confederation of African Foot- 
ball released a statement saying it would 
support Johansson as a replacement for 
Joao Havelange who has said he will 
retire after this year's World Cup. 


- EUGENE, Oregon — A judge has 
ruled th at the Professional Golfers As- 
sociation Tour must make an exception 
to its ban on motorized carts in tour- 
nament play so that the disabled golfer 
Casey Martin can compere, ending a 
court case that provoked a national de- 
bate over the rights of the disabled. 

Martin, 25, who was present in the 
courtroom during his one-week, non- 
juiy trial against tbe PGA Tour, hugged 
his lawyers when Judge Thomas Coffin 
announced his r ulin g Wednesday. 

■ Judge Coffin rejected the Tour’s de- 
fense that walking is integral to the 
highest levels of Tour competition and 
that any exception to the no-cart rule 
would give one player an advantage 
over another. 

Walkiag "is not significantly tax- 
ing,” Judge Coffin said. "Walking, like 
breathing, is natural.” 

The fatigue factor Martin experiences 
"is easily greater than the fatigue ex- 
perienced by individuals who walked 
the course.” 

PGA Tour Commissioner Tim Frn- 
chem said the Tour would abide by 
Judge Coffin’s decision while it pre- 
pared to appeal the case to the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals, based in San 
Francisco. The Tour has not decided if 
the option to use a cart will be extended 
to all golfers on the Tour. 

"We believe firmly in the basic 
premise of any sport, that one set of 
rules must be applied equally to all 
competitors,” Finchem said Wednes- 
day m a statement "Additionally, we 
believe strongly in the central role walk- 
ing plays for all competitors in tour- 
nament championship golf.” He said 
the Tour believed that the Americans 
With Disabilities Act "was not de- 
signed or intended to apply to com- 
petitors in professional sporting events, 
including professional tournament 
golf/’ 

Ata news conference after the ruling, 
Martin said, "I hope 5 to 10 years from 
now, if I’m still able to play golf, the 
PGA will lean back and scratch tfteir 
heads and say, ‘Why did we fight this 
guy?’ I realized if I win, it .would open 
die way.” he said, breaking down in 
tears. "That’s something to feel good 
about” 

Martin was bom with Klippel- 


in- 
junction in November that allowed the 
former NCAA second-team all-Amer- 
ican golfer from Stanford to use a cart . 
pending the triaL 

Advocate for the disabled said the * 
unusual circumstances of the case made 
it difficult to gauge whether it would 



have a broad impact for other golfers. 
Rather, they said the case's significance 


•; . v .. : 


\ Mesm 


lay in the fact that it made the Americans 
With Disabilities Act the subject of a 
national discussion. 




■fi 


"Casey Martin put tbe ADA on page 
one,’ ’ said Gary Phelan, a disability law 


•* 


expert. "He sent a message that the 
ADA is about opportunity, not pity.” 

After his ruling Wednesday,. Judge 
Coffin said be disagreed with the PGA 
Tour's argument that the case was not 
about Casey Martin but was about the 
broad policy of fairness in golf. 

Tbe judge also said he determined 
that because carts are allowed on the 
Senior PGA Tour and during early 
rounds of the national qualifying school 
for the PGA Tour, Martin’s request fora 
cart was nor unreasonable. 

Casey Martin vs. PGA Tour Inc. is 
the first case in which a professional 
athlete has invoked the Americans With 
Disabilities Act to play competitive 
sports. 

Martin’s journey to federal court 
began Iasi year, when the Tour denied 
his request to drive a Cart on die Hooters 
Tour, a mini-tour primarily in the South- 
east. He dropped out after being unable 
to use a cart When he asked the PGA 
Tour for permission to ose a cart in die 
final qualifying round of the Nike Tour, 
he was denied again. After Judge Coffin 
issued his preliminary injunction, the 
PGA Tour allowed Martin and any other 
golfer to use a cart in its qualifying 
tournament. Martin did not qualify -for 
the PGA Tour but did make the Nike 
Tour. He won tbe Lakeland (Florida) 
Classic in December, the first Nike Tour 
event of the season. The next event in 
which Martin could compete is the 
Texas Open, the first week in March. 
For the Americans With Disabilities 
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Act to be applicable in Martin ’s.case, his 
ire, William Wiswall and Martha 


lawyers, 

Walters, had to prove that the com- 


petitive area of a golf coarse was a; 
public space and/or that Martin was an 


.... t.*4 

*' "UNO 


employee of the PGA Tour. Judge 
~ ffii 


Aboard 


Trenaunay-Weber syndrome, a circu- 
latory disorder, in his right leg. His 


condition has deteriorated to such a de- 
gree that he suffers great pain if he plays 
golf without a cart. 

The native of Eugene sued the Tour in 
federal court here under a provision of 
the 1990 Americans With Disabilities 
Act to force the Tour to lift its ban 
against golf carts on the PGA and Nike 
tours. 

The PGA Tour is the sport’s highest 


level of competition, with approximate- 
ly 200 golfers competing for a total of 


$90 million in prize money during 42 
events over a year. Martin competes on 
the Nike Tour, a PGA satellite circuit. 


Coffin settled that two weeks ago when 
he ruled against the PGA Tour’s request 
for dismissal of Martin's suit on 
grounds that the golf course was an-' 
athletic playing field open only to die ' 
players. In that ruling. Judge Coffin- 
stated the entire golf course was public * 
and therefore subject ro the rules of tbe 
disabilities act. 

Martin’s lawyers then had to show 
that his use of a golf can would not 
fundamentally alter the nature of the; 
game. 

They argued that the game came 
down to swinging the club and putting 
the ball in the hole. The PGA Tour , 
countered that walking 18 holes of golf ’ 
was a key part of the challenge of high- • 
level tournament play. 
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Decision Puts the Sport % 
On an Uncharted Course 



By Clifton Brown 

Nw York Tima Service 


Golf has only begun to feel the- ram- 
ifications of Casey Martin’s victory in 
court. 

When Martin competes in the Nike 
Greater Austin Open next month in 
Texas, it will surely be the most- 
watched, most-covered, and mosi- 
talked-about Nike Tour event in history. 
Meanwhile, golfers on both the PGA 
Tour and the Nike Tour, whether they 
supported Martin in his f awsutt or not, 
will have to deal with whatever changes 
Martin’s victory brings. 

While many things remained uncer- 
tain, several dungs were dear. Martin 
will now compete on the Nike Tour with 
a cart, and many people who have 


watched him play believe he has the 
talent to qualify for the PGA Tour next 
season. The top 15 money winners on 


for the PGA Tour next 


the Nike Tour this year automatically 
qualify for next year’s four. And three 
victories on tbe Nike Tour mean an 
automatic PGA Tonr card for nexr 
year. 

Meanwhile, many questions re- 
mained. Will other goffers with medical 
problems now challenge the PGA Tour 
for the right to use a cart? Will the PGA 
Tour eventually come ro the conclusion 
that it no longer pays to fight Martin and 
drop its plans to appeal, or will the tour 
continue to battle Martin in. tbe courts, 
even if the process lakes several years? 
If Martin is successful on the Nike Tour, 
will some of his competitors feel that he 
has an unfair advantage? 

Questions like that will now be de- 
bated. forcing the people who run golf to 
make some tough decisions. And while 
Martin is not on the TO A Tour yet, he 
hinted that he may compete in a PGA 
event this year if a sponsor offers him an 
exemption. 

• "I’m not going to seek any exemp- 
tions, but if somebody comes to me to 
play. I’d be hard-pressed to say no,” said 
Martin. "I haven’t quite decided.” 

Several tour players apparently have 


decided to disagree with the decision. 

Speaking from Honolulu, where the! 

Hawaiian Open starts Thursday, Paul* 

Azinger, whose career was interrupted; 
for more than a year by cancer, told The - 
Associated Press thai he might have con- ; 
tinued playing on the PGA Tour, even 
while undergoing chemotherapy, had he; 
been permitted to use a golf cart. \ 

“1 don’t want to say 1 definitely could *• M i 
have played if I had a cart, but [ probably J 
would have considered playing, even' - ;: 
during chemo,” Azinger said. r 

While Azinger agreed it was an in- 
dividual case and that most were sym- 
pathetic to Martin's situation, be cited 
other players with injuries or disabilities *’ 
and added: "But why would it apply . 
only ro Casey Martin? Why not Jose 
Maria Olazaboi, or me. or Ben Hogan or 
Bill Glasson or a whole number of other ; 
people? 

"Why is it for only one guy? If a guy 
really needs a cart to get around, then. . . - 
there are a lot of other guys that could ; fes. 
use a golf cart as well.’ ’ n 

Fred Couples, who has a chronically sL 
sore back, said that Martin will gain a 'ja N* p , 
clear advantage by using a cart. a. r y 

* * I don’t understand how anyone can , (1 i,.‘ 

say, in golf, you don’t expend' any en- 1 1 

ergy playing it,” Couples said. "That's ' 
the biggest farce in the world. That’s the ■ 5 
only thing that irritates me about this. It's 
much easier to play golf riding.a cart.” 

Mike Donald, a former touring pro 
who played in eight PGA Tour events 
Iasi year, also believes the ruling will 
create an "uneven playing field.” 

"It’shard for me to imagine that ona - 

hot summer day in Memphis, when you , 
have to play 36 holes in a day. that 1 
fatigue isn’t going to be a factor." Don- J 
aid said. . JV 

"And what about playing against 1 1 

someone who ’sable to get in position to a 

decide what shot they want a lot faster . ■, lh» . 
than you are? I was fined $ 1 .000 last year , , ; 
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for taking 47 seconds on an iron shot. ^ j ;-,V t 


"Meanwhile, someone in a cart >s , ' 

already sizing up the shot and has two to ^ 
three minutes.” 
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^ 1“ Battle for the West 
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The AjsuciureJ Press 

Judging by the results in 
the contests between the di- 
vision leaders in the East and 
the division leaders in the 
West, the Indiana Pacers are 
well ahead of the Miami Heat, 
and the Seattle SuperSonics 
are not much better than the 
San. Antonio Spurs. 

Sonic* 106, Spur* 10$ In 

San Antonio, Vin Baker hit a 
14-foor {4_5-metert shot with 
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1.9 .seconds left to complete a 
late comeback by Seattle as 
the Sonics beat the Spurs. 

Seattle erased an 11- -point 
deficit in the final eight 
minutes and won on Baker's 
shot over the.7'foot ( 2 . 13 - 
raeter) David Robinson. 

“I tried to moke a move on 
Baker said. 4 ‘J tried to 
make eveiy move possible and 
he stuck with me. So I came 
back to the middle and got a 
shot l felt comfortable with. 
The fact that it went in was just 
a blessing from God . ’’ 

Baker led the Sonics with 
24 points. Deilef Schrempf 
had 21 and Gary Payton 20. 

“Seattle is the best team in 
the league/' said the Spurs’ 
coach, Gregg Popovich. 
“They’re poised ana have 
been together a long time. But 
we’U get better.” 

Tim Duncan led the Spurs 
with 26 points and Robinson 
had 20 points. 

Pacers no, Neat 101 In 

Miami, Reggie Miller scored 
30 points, and Indiana built a 


. • . - v j-nii a 22-point lead in the third peri- 
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ore surviving a late rally 
by Miami. The Pacers, who 
lead the Central Division, 
won for the ninth time in 10 
games and broke a four-j 
winning streak by the 
the Atlantic Division leader. 

“This was a big game for 
my guys/' Indiana’s coach. 
Larry Bird. said. .“They 
wanted this win badly. I’m 
pretty pleased with my team 


right now.” Indiana im- 
proved to 16-9 on the road, 
the best in the Easiem Con- 
ference. 

Magic 96, Tfanbcrwolves 89 

Orlando overcame the dis- 
traction of rumors regarding a 
trade of Penny Hardaway ro 
win m Minneapolis. 

. Hardaway's name was be- 
ing discussed in a three-team 
crude berween the Magic. 
Toronto and- New Jersey. He 
said he expected a deal to be 
concluded as soon as Thurs- 
day. 

” I really don T want to play 
in New Jersey,” he said. ”1 
don’t want ro go somewhere 
where 1 don't want to be.” 

Nick Anderson scored a 
season-high 28 points and 
made II • rebounds. 
Hardaway, the 6-foot-7 All- 
Star guard, watched the game 
from the bench after straining 
a calf muscle in Tuesday 
night's loss at Indiana. 

Bulls 92, Hornets 90 Mi- 
chael Jordan scored 29 points, 
including a spectacular re- 
verse lay-up with 35 seconds 
left in Charlotte. 

Scotlie Pippen added 23 
points for the Bulls, who won 
the season series, 3-1. 

The Hornets had a chance to 
win at the buzzer, but Vernon 
Maxwell's 3-pointer banked 
off the rim and missed. 

Pistons 95, Bucks 83 Joe 

Dumars hit two of his four 3- 
pointers down the stretch to 
help Detroit to its second 
straight triumph under its new 
coach. Alvin Gentry. 

Grant Hill led the Pistons 
with 21 points and Jerry 
Stackhouse scored 16. Glenn 
Robinson scored 26 and Ray 
Allen added 24 for the vis- 
iting Bucks. 

Lakers 105, Warriors 99 

Shaquille O’Neal overcame 
an upset stomach to score 33 
points and grab 10 rebounds 
— all in the final three quar- 
ters. 

Nick Van Exel had 19 
pointsand 14 assists and Rick 


Fox added 15 points for the 
host Lakers, who won for the 
1 1th time in 15 games. 

Joe Smith scored 25 points 
and Tony Delk had 22 points 
and seven assists For the War- 
rior s, who lost their sixth 
straight. 

76 or* 91, Maverick* 90 In 

Philadelphia. Allen Iverson 
capped his 16-poim fourth 
quarter with the game-win- 
ning 3 -pointer “with 2.9 
seconds left as the 76ers came 
back from a 14-point, fourth 
quarter deficit and ended a 
seven-game losing streak. 

Michael Finley made a 
jumper at the buzzer for Dal- 
las. but n referee annulled the 
basket despite the protests of 
Finley and his coach. Don 
Nelson. 

Wizards 110, Clippers 104 

In Los Angeles. Rod Strick- 
land had 31 points and 13 
assists and Calbert Cheoney 
scored 22 of bis 28 points in 
the first half as Washington 
handed the Clippers their 
14 Ut loss in 16 games. 

The Clippers got a career- 
high 34 points from Rodney 
Rogers. 28 points from La- 
niond Murray and 22 rebounds 
from Lorenzen Wright, 



After Slow Start , 
Carolina Prevails 


fflp.t* Ci'"- r Fru> ur 

The Pacers' Antonio Davis, left, knocking a pass away from the Heat's P J. Brown. 


NBA Players Split on Marijuana Ban 


By Scott Soshnick 

BL\tmberg Nens 


NEW YORK — Some of the National 
Basketball Association's biggest stars 
favor mandatory testing of players for 
marijuana, breaking ranks with the play- 
ers union. 

The NBA is the only one of the four 
major North American professional 
sports leagues that does not list 
marijuana as a banned substance. 

The policy, in effect since 1984, has 
come under scrutiny recently because 
such high-profile players as Washing- 
ton’s Chris Webber and Portland's Isai- 
ah Rider have been arrested on 
marijuana changes. 


“We should be tested." said David 
Robinson. AU Star center of the San 
Antonio Spurs. “It's a no-brainer." 

Billy Hunter, executive director of the 
National Basketball Players Associ- 
ation, resists resting, saying the entire 
membership should nor be investigated 
because of the transgressions of a few. 

The verbal sparring between die 
league and union comes as they prepare 
for a possible reopening of the collective 
bargaining agreement after the season. 

The NBA's drug policy states that 
players can be disciplined for using or 
selling heroine or cocaine. Users of 
marijuana can be disciplined by the 
league only if the use results in a con- 
viction. 


Grant Hill of the Detroit Pistons also 
does not understand Hunter's stance. 
"It's crazy,” he said. “It doesn't make 
any sense. If it's illegal, it's illegal/* 
Hunter said the opposition represents 
only a small percentage of the league's 
400-or-so players, “fi 1 we differ, we'll 
differ inside ,’ ' he said. ‘ ‘When we come 
out, we’U be unified.” 

Speaking after a meeting of the play- 
ers union on Saturday in New York, site 
of the All-Star game. Hunter said a ma- 
jority of those attending opposed testing 
for marijuana. 

He also rejected an October New York 
Times report that said 70 percent of play- 
ers use marijuana, but he acknowledged 
that there was an “image problem." 


The Associmed Press 
Top-ranked North Caro- 
lina held Virginia ro 12 points 
in the second half of a 60-45 
victory. It was the Cavaliers’ 
fourth loss this season to a No. 
1 team. 

"It was just one of those 
things where in the second 
half, we just came together 

COfcLfet BlfKITBAU 

defensively,” said Amawn 
' Jamison, the Tar Heels for- 
ward, who oucscored Virginia 
by one point in the second 
half Wednesday night 
“In the first "half, we were 
missing easy shots and they 
were hitting everything,” 
said Jamison, who finished 
with 19 points and 14 re- 
bounds. “We clamped down 
defensively at the end of the 
half, then played Carolina 
basketball offensively and 
defensively after that." 

That meant a sixth straight 
loss for the Cavaliers (10-14. 
2-9 Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence), who had the home 
crowd primed for an upset as 
Curtis Staples hit six 3-point- 
ers early in the game ana with 
3:15 left in the first half Vir- 
ginia led, 31-17. 

“Things were going fine," 
Staples said. “But the second 
half was totally different- They 
were on me die whole time/' 
Sharamond Williams, who 
scored a career-high 42 points 
Sunday in North Carolina's 
double-overtime victory over 
Georgia Tech, played just 
four minutes after having a 
disagreement with his coach. 
Bill Guthridge. 

Williams said he got upset 
about something and that he 
agreed with Guthridge's de- 
cision to bench him for the 
rest of the game. 

No. 16 West Virginia 80, No. 
G Con ne cticut 62 Senior 
guard Greg Jones scored 18 
points in his first career start 
as the Mountaineers (20-4, 
10-4) moved into contention 
for first place in the Big East 
6, tied with St. John’s and a 
half-game behind Connecti- 


cut (214, 10-3). Richard 
Hamilton had 19 points for 
the visiting Huskies. 

Mo. 7 Kentucky 80, Tonno*- 

$M 74 Scott Padgett, score- 
less in the first naif, scored 
Kentucky’s first eight points 
of the second half and made a 
3-pointer la re in the game as 
the Wildcats (22-3, 10-1 
Southeastern Conference) 
beat the Volunteers. Nazr Mo- 
hammed bad 21 points and 16 
rebounds for Kentucky, while 
Padgett finished with 17 

S >ints and 10 rebounds. Tony 
arris and C.J. Black each 
scored 19 points for the vis- 
iting Volunteers ( 15-6. 5-6). 

No. 15 South Carolina 74, 
Alabama 63 Herbert Lee Davis 
scored 16 points and Ryan 
Stack added 15 points and 1 1 
rebounds as the Gamecocks 
(18-4, 8-3 Southeastern Con- 
ference) won their 20th 
straight home game. Brian 
W illiam s scored 19 points in 
the second half for the Crim- 
son Tide (10-14. 2-9). 

No. 18 Mississippi 87, 
Vanderbilt 76 Keith Carter 

had 17 points and Ansu Sesay 
14 for the Rebels (16-5, 7-4 
Southeastern Conference), 
who extended their school- 
record home winning streak 
to 1 8 games by hitting a sea- 
son-high 1 1 3-pomiers. Drew 
Maddux had 18 points for the 
Commodores (15-9, 4-7J. 

No. 21 Afichigaf] 76, Ohio SL 

68 Louis Bullock scored 22 
ints for the Wolverines (18- 
, 8-4 Big Ten), who learned 
earlier in the day that they 
would be without their starling 
forward Maceo Boston for two 
weeks after be suffered a foot 
injury. Michael Redd, a fresh- 
man, had 22 points for the vis- 
iting Buckeyes (7-16. 0-10). 

No. 24 Maryland 78, North 
Carolina St. 63 Rodney Elliott 
scored 19 points as the Ter- 
rapins (15-7, 8-4 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) improved 
to 11-1 at home. Kenny Inge 
had 12 points and 14 rebounds 
to lead the Wolipack ( 12-1 1. 
3-9), which committed a sea- 
son-high 24 turnovers, double 
the team’s average. 
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WHONESDAY USUtlS 

Data 26 It 25 21- W 

PMkKMpMa 24 IS 19 28— 91 

D: Scott 2-183-424, Fla tr SO 7 3-417; P: 
I venan 10-16 3-5 27, Jackson 4-124-4 1 9. R»- 
boaMto— Data 48 (Own tl), PtritadefpfWa 
51 (OriAnon 13). Assisb-Dcta 16 CRntev, 
Reeves 4)- PMadriphta 72 (Iverson 6). 
Indiana 29 29 23 29-110 

Miami 26 16 26 33-101 

I: Miner 8-T6 10-10 3d A.Davfc 7-11 5-6 
M: Hantewoy 11-21 44 3Z Mov ming 7-137-10 
21. Beboinb— Indiana 37 ttXDovh. SmlbSl. 


M: Robinson 12-240-1 25, Aden 8-19 7-9 24,' 
D: G.HB 7-15 7-10 21, Dumare 6-12 04) 16. 
Rebounds— Milwaukee 46 fT.HJTl, AMen 105, 
Delro« 42 (GJrlin a. Assist*— Milwaukee 16 
(Allen B). Detroit 22 <G.Hill 9). 

Orlando 20 24 24 28- M 

Minnesota 13 20 24 30- » 

OrAndenon 9-19 5*6 2& Outlaw 5-144-0 14, 
Grant 4-102-4 14, Harper 6-8 1-3 14. M: Gar- 
nett 14-22 0-0 29, Porter 4-12 U 18. Re- 
bounds— 0- 64 (Outlaw 12). M- 50 (Garnett 
12). Assets — D- 26 iPnce j\ M- 23 [Porter 
7). 

Seattle 27 32 26 2I-1M 

S« Antonia 29 34 31 11—105 

5:Ba9«t 12-790-0 2< Schrempf 8-133-32U 
SjV; Duncan 9-19 B-9 26, Robinson 7-146-9 
20. Reboends— Seattle 36 (Baker 10), San 
Antonio 49 (Robinson 10). Assists— Seattle 
20 [Paylon 8), San Antonio 20 (Johnson 7). 
WmUoglea 27 38 24 21-110 

UV. dippers 34 18 26 24-104 

W: Strickland 11-23 10-11 32, Cheoney 14-26 
0-1 2ft CfipporK Rogers 12-20 8-12 34, 
LMunav 11-1H 5-6 28. 

Rebeonls— WasMngfon 58 (Dave 7 31 LA 

Latent: ONeat 12-22 9-17 33. Van Exet 8-11 


0-019. Rebounds — GoMen State 54 (Vaughn 
12), Lakers 58 (0-Nwl 10). Asnstv-GdTden 
Slate 22 (Deft 71, Lakers 27 (Van Exet 141. 

Major College Scores 

North Carolina 6ft Virginia 45 
West Virginia Bft Connecticut 62 
Kentucky BO. Tennessee 74 
Soutti Carolina 74. Alabama 63 
Mississippi B7, Vanderbilt 76 
Michigan 7& Ohio SI. 68 
Maryland 7ft N.C. Stale 63 

EuhqLeague 

GROUP H 

Hapoei Jerusalem 8ft Cibona Zagreb 88 
GROUP G 

Paris St Germain 70, Pau-Orthez. France, 51 
GROUP F 

Limoges. France, 77, PAQK Salonika 75 


African Matiows* Cup 

group a 

Burkina Faso 1 Algeria I 

STAMOMOS: Cameroon 4 points: Guinea 
4, Burkina Faso X Algeria 0. 

GROUP B 
Tunisia 2, Congo r 

STANDINGS: Ghana 3 paints Congo 3; 
Togo Or Tunisia 0. 

GROUP c 

STANDINGS: lv«Y COOSt 4 pOilltSI South 
Africa £ Angola l; Namibia 0. 

nuBMDLY urrmunaNAi 

England a Chile 2 

IWSAN FtBST (HVUTON 

Baloano 4, Bari 3 
Brescia 1, Juverdus l 
Lczta 3, Empolj 1 
Lecce 1.A5 Ronro 3 
ACMUanQ, UdineseO 
Napoli 2, Vicenza 0 
Parma 1. Piacenza 1 
Sampdorio 2. Atakmia Bergamo 0 

Milan 41; Lazio, Udlnese 3ft Fiorefrttna, Par- 


ma, Sampdorto 34; AS Roma 32r AC Milan 2ft 
Bologna, Vicenza 23; Bari Brescia 21; Em- 
pott Piacenza 1 9; Alalanta Bergamo UtLec- 
cellrNopoB 10. 

SDANISHCUT 
QUARTERFINALS. RETURN LEG 
Merida 0 Barcelona J 
Barcelona won 5-0 on aggregate. 

Deoonfva Coruna a Alaves 0 
Alaves won 3-1 on aggregate. 

DUTCH FUST IHVI MON 
PSV Eindhoven 4, Ulredrtl 
STANDINGS: AJa* Amsterdam 58 points; 
P5V Eindhoven 44; Heerenveen. Vitesse 
Arnhem. Feyenaard 3ft Willem If Tilburg 33.- 
Fortuna Siftont 3a Sparta Rotterdam 27; Ra- 
da X Kerkrode 26; Tvwsnte Enschede, NAC 
Breda, NEC Nlrmegen 25.- Utrecht 24; Groaf- 
scfwp Ooefinchem, MW Maastricht 21; 
Groningen lft RKC Wcatolik 15: Valendam 
II 


TRANSITIONS 


us amoeles— A greed to terms wilh INF 
Joan Castro, INF Tripp Cromer, C Henry 
Bianco and C Angel Pena on l-yeor con- 
tracts. 

Montreal— Agreed la turns wtth OF F.P. 
Santa ngel a LHP Rick DeHart RHP Mike 
Johnson LHP Steve KIUmv LHP Trey Moore. 
RHP Jeremy Poweft RHP Mfce Thurman 
RHP Javier Vazquez. C Bob Henley, INF 
Orlando Cabrera. INF Jose Fernandez and 
OF Teny Jones mi 1 -year contracts. 

NEwyoftK— Agreed to terms wltti2B Ralph 
Milliard an l-year contract. 

Philadelphia — A greed to terms with 
RHP Ricky Bottoliw on l-year contract 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
ATLANTA— Placed G E kludge Recasner on 
'mimed list. Signed G Drew Barry tar remain- 
der of season. 

Cleveland— Signed G Carl Thomas to 
second TO- day contract. 

PORTLAND— Suspended G Isaiah Rider 1 
game for leaving before end of Tuesdays 
game. 

peaiMU 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Arizona— Agreed to terms with DT Eric 
Swann on S-yeor contract 
A7LANTA— fte-signed P Don SbyitnskJ 103- 
year contract. Waived OT Antone Davis, C 
Raman Fortin, WR Michael Haynes and DE 


Anthony Pleasant. 

DET*«T-8lgned S Sean Hni S CyrtS 
Weems and DE Wfllle Whitehead. 

Miami— P romoted Kippy Brown from run- 
ning backs Coach la offensive coordinator, 
Joel Cottier ham defensive assistant to run- 
ning backs coach and Larry Selple from re- 
celven coach to quarterbacks cooch. Named 
Robert Ford receivers cooch and Randy 
Shannon defensive as s is t an t. 

OAKLAND— Named Skip Peete rurmtng 
backs cooch. 

SEATTLE— Signed WR James McKnlghtto 
3-year contra d. 

tampa BAV-Signed FB Koidroy Barber, 
DE Israel HeonyirFB Steve Lee, OLKennmh 
McDaniel and WR Geroy Simon to 2-year 
contracts. 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 

calgary— A ssigned F Todd Khrehka F 
Hnat Domenkhettl, G Tyler Moss and D De- 
nt Gauthier to Saint John, AH Land D Kevin 
Dahl to Chicago, IHL. 

COLLAGE 

SOUTH ALABAMA— Promoted interim bas- 
ketball coach Bob Welttidi to basketball 
coach and signed him to bur^year contra cL 

us lv— Suspended meres basketball C 
Kaon Ckuk and QB Jon Denton Indeflnflety 
for vtotattfig team roles. 
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Olympic Roundup 


Canada to Face U.S. 


icc hockey The United States 
and Canada will meet in the gold 
medal women’s ice hockey game. 

Canada, which has beaten the 
United States four times since 1990 


in the Women’s World Champi- 
onship, defeated Finland 4-2 


Thursday to guarantee both teams a 
spot in next week's final. 

Only six teams are playing as 
women's hockey makes its 
Olympic debut and the top two fin- 
ishers in the preliminary round go 
directly to the gold medal game. ' 

“Canada will win,” said Rauno 
Korpi, the Finland coach. “The 
U.S. has one advantage, which we 
had: They will start the game as 
underdogs.” Therese Brisson’s 
two goals led Canada to its victory. 
The United States was keyed to a 
10-0 win over Japan by Katie 
King’s three goals. 

Canada and die United States 
also meet Saturday in the last day of 
preliminary games. 

Finland and China, who also 
play each other Saturday, will play 
next week for the bronze. China 
beat Sweden, 3-1, Thursday. 


Norwegian 'Wins Gold 


SPEED skating Aadne Sondral 
of Norway set a new world record 
as he won the Olympic 1,500 me- 
ters on Thursday. 

Sondral shaved 1.01 seconds 
from Dutchman Ricfje Ritsma’s 
world mark as he sped to his first 
big tide. 

Ritsma clocked one minnte 
48.88 seconds in the Dutch city of 
Heerenveen in December but Son- 
dral reduced it to 1:47.87 on the 
Nagano ice. 

Victory was sweet revenge for 
die outspoken Sondral, for years in 
the shadow of great compatriot Jo- 
hann Olav Koss, then Ritsma and 
Ids Postma, also Dutch. 

Postzna and Ritsma had to be 
content with silver and bronze re- 
spectively. 

“I’ve been called everything — 

. a loser, the man who always comes 
second, a Donald Dock — but 
today, I’m proud of myself,” Son- 
dral said. (AP) 


Canadians Unbeaten 


curunq Canada (6-0), which 
has won four of the last five world 
», remained the only 
feated men’s team by beating 
Switzerland 8-3 and Sweden 6-3. In 
other matches, Norway edged 
Switzerland 5-4 and Germany beat 
Britain 6-4. 

Canada (5-1) also gained a first- 
place tie in the women’s tourna- 
ment by beating Sweden (5-1) by 7- 
5. Britain (4-2) assured itself of a 
place in Saturday's semifinals by 
beating Germany (1-5) 6-5, and 
Denmark (4-2) made certain it 
would move on by beating Japan 
(2-4) by 6-4. (AP) 



ftsr JoaeMlcwen 


Andy Kapp leading Germany 
to a curling victory over Britain. 



Kulik Floats on 



After Short Program, 


By Jere Longman 

New tori. Junes Service 


is the tiebreaker in the long program, if 
the Kulik skates cleanly, he is likely to 


nothingelse, iF^buLL’ foc : shbrl 


m 


aHriBWTh»Anfc H J [W 

Elvis Stojko of Canada performing fais short program on Thursday. 


NAGANO, Japan — Through four 
hours of clean, if tense and careful, 
skating in die men's short program 
Thursday, absolutely nothing was de- 
cided. The favorites did not make mis- 
takes. They did not unravel the expected 
order of finish. And they did not make it 
any easier for the judges to decide who 
should win the Olympic gold medaL 
Qya Kulik of Russia finished first, 
Elvis Stojko of Canada second and 
Todd Eldredge of the United States 
third. But none received a majority of 
first-place votes from the nine judges. 

Toe skater who delivered die most 
inspired program — 17 -year-old Alexi 
Yagudin of Russia — finished fourth. 

“It’s like ice dancing,” complained 
Alexei Mishin, who coaches Yagudin. 
“They decide before and they never go 
away from what they decided.” 

The top three contenders advanced to 
Saturday’s long program displaying 
their individual strengths and weak- 
nesses. Essentially, Kulik, Stojko and 
Eldredge are even. The 416-minute long 
program will count for two- thirds of the 
scoring. If any of these three skaters win 
the long program, they will also win the 
gold medaL Nothing is certain except 
that there will be a new champion. 

Alexi Urmanov of Russia is suffering 
from a groin injury and is not trying to 
retain his tide. Who will behis successor? 
There axe only hints, no guarantees. . 

“I don’t think any messages were 
sent,** said Richard Callaghan, who 
coaches Eldredge. “I think it’s open.” 
If the judges sent any message, it was 
that they prefer Kulik’s artistry. He re- 
ceived 5.8s and 5.9s for presentation 
Thursday. And because the artistic mark 


He delivered a performance as gos- 
samer as the wings on the sleeves of his 
costume. He was unhurried and refined • 


Fioobi Skatin» 


and be landed his jumps with softness 
and flow. Bat he received only four 
first-place votes, which means he is not 
a decisive favorite for a gold medal. 

Kulik has lacked stamina m the past 
and has been known to weaken in the 
free skate. Also, these are his first 
Olympic Gaines. No man since Dick 
Button in 1948 has won the Olympics 
on his first try. 

“It was nothing special, but it was 
OK.,” Kulik said of his short program. 
“I have a good chance to win a gold 
medal. I’m going for it. History is yes- 
today. Tomorrow is. who knows?” 
Knlik will have the disadvantage of 
s k atin g first among die contenders. 

But if Kulik has the artistic edge, 
Stojko has the technical advantage. Ku- 
lik has a quadruple jump; Stojko can land 
his quadruple toe in combination with a 
triple toe. He won a silver medal in 1994; 
to win a gold in 1998. he will need to 
boost his technical made as high as pos- 
sible with a quad and eight triple jumps 
in a powerful, determined free skate. 

“I don’t think it’s Ilya’s to lose,” said 
Stojko. “ It’s up for grabs right now. 
Whoever deserves it is going to win it” 
“It is logical that a three-time world 
champion should win die gold medal,” 
said Philippe Candeloro of France, foe 
1994 silver medalist who finished fifth 
in foe short program. * ’Elvis is foe only 
one who can do foe quad and all foe 
triple jumps. But if you do a quad and 


5.6 and 5.7 for ar&tiy^Th^Canacfen 
judge, Sally Rehcmck; uwarded turn a 
perfect 6. - ' ../I- 

But she is also the person who 
provided hi m with foie Japanese drum ' 
music far his short program, and many 
wo nder whether her presence on foe 
panel is a conflict of interest 

“Nobody else will fight for it like 
Elvis will,” said Robin Cousins* the 
1980 Olympic champion from Britain. 
“The reason he fights is he’s aware he 

has .fop r teprnrqgs : “ * 

Eldredge, the 1996 woriddiampionis 
the only contender who has -never 
landed a quad in competition. And, skat- 
ing after Kulik in foe final group on 
Saturday, he is not likely to attempt 
oneJRe is brilliant spinner and a con- 
sistent, reliable skater. The quad, he 
said, is not a priority. 

“I don’t think it’s that big a deal,’' 
Eldredge said. “The quad takes eight- 
tenths of a second ana you sail have 4 
minutes, 40 seconds left That’s a lot of 
rime for other tilings.” ' . ■ 

Eldredge skated an unblemished, if 
unengagjng, short program, fo “Les 
Miserables.” • 

He didn’t self-destract like teammate 
Michael Weiss, who fell on his com- 
bination jump and finished 11th. And bfc 
will likely play it safe on Saturday, 
apparently satisfied to win a medal, 
even if it is not a gold medaL 

“I think everything I do is well- 
rounded,” said Eldredge, who has ad- 
ded more ambitious footwork fo bis. 
long program. “I don’t hear everyone 
say I’m a great jumper. I don’t hear 
people say I’m artistic. They say both 
together in foe same breath. I hope on 
Saturday that makes foe difference.” 


Sport With Touch of Soap Opera? That’s Ice Dancing 


By Jere Longman 

New York Tuna Service 


N AGANO, Japan — Pasha 
Grishnk of Russia has arrived at 
foe Winter Olympics, and 
judging from her costume, she appears 
to be going to foe Crusades in a bikini. 

Off tiie ice she wears a fur coat, which 
may or may not be fake. Her earrings 
hong like chandeliers. And after one 
day, she sorely missed ha cocker span- 
iel, Vanya. 

At foe 1997 world championships, 
Gzisbuk wanted Vanya to be included in 
ha official accreditation picture. This 
time, foe spaniel remained behind as 
Grishuk and ha partner, Yevgeni Platov, 
tried to become the first couple to repeat 
as Olympic ice dancing champions. 

“I bought him a football jacket,” 
Grishuk said of ha dog. “He tikes to 
play socca. We call him Pele.” 

Ice dancing may be foe most flam- 
boyantly entertaining of the four figure- 
skating disciplines, and it is has wide- 
spread popularity and wondrous 
skaters. But it also has almost zero cred- 
ibility as a sport 

< With the compulsory waltz and Ar- 1 
gentine tango dances scheduled far Fri- 
day, ice dancing finds itself mired in 
controversies ova bloc voting by the 
judges, confusion ova foe rules, power 
plays by Russian coaches who five in 
foe United States, bickering between 
skaters from Russia and Canada and 
blade-slashing incidents involving the 
top two Russian couples. 

Shae-Lynn Bourne of Canada said 
she did not believe that all the judges 
knew foe rules. Aajelika Krylova of 
Russia said she thought foe recent Euro- 
pean championships were rigged in fa- 
vor of Grishuk and Platov. 

Ottavio Cinquanta of Italy, foe pres- 
ident of foe International Skating Union, 
said he was concerned that the skaters 
seemed to be placed in the same onto of 
finish at competition after competition. 

“Ice dancing is too predictable," 
Cinquanta said. “A couple that is No. 1 
in October is No. 1 in February.” 

At foe European championships last 


month, judges woe warned against bloc 
voting, unwarranted perfect scores of 6, 
and deliberate marking down of skaters. 
The same warning was expected to be 
given before the compulsory dances Fri- 
day. 

‘ ‘I wish foe sport would be a sport and 
get rid of all foe junk on foe side,” said 
Isabelle Duchesn&y, a French Canadian 
who won a silver medal for France with 
her brother, Paul, at foe 1992 Winter 
Gaines in Albertville, France. “Ice dan- 
cing is a noble sport, but it’s starting to 
lose some nobility.” 

Ice dancing consists of two compuls- 
ory dances, an original dance and a free 
dance. To differentiate from pairs skat- 
ing, ice dancing does not allow foe man 
to lift his partner above his shoulders, 
and foe couples cannot be separated 
more than five times or fa more than 
five seconds at a time. No kneeling on 
foe ice is allowed, or pulling and push- 
ing by foe leg, and both partners must 
have one foot on foe ground at all times, 
except during permitted lifts. 

The problem is that the rules are often 
broken. Many people consider ice dan- 
cing more of an art form, or a soap 
opera, than true sport 
Once it got rave reviews. Jayne Tor- 
vill and Christopher Dean of Britain 
gave one of foe most smoldering, mes- 
merizing performances in figure-skat- 
ing history when they skated to Ravel’s 
“Bolero” at the 1984 Winter Games in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina. Now, 
like this season’s original dance, many 
believe the sport is nothing but jive. 

“It’s a sport, but it’s not legitimate,” 
said Tamara Moskvina, coach of foe 
Olympic pahs champions from Russia, 
Artur Dmitriev and Oksana Kazakova. 
“The objective qualities are very dif- 
ficult to find and judge.” 

Even footwork seems to be missing 
from the skating these days. 

“There’s no dance in dance,” said 
Tracy Wilson of Canada, who won a 
bronze medal in ice dancing at foe 1988 
Winter Games in Calgary. 

The judges say they want footwork, 
said Bourne of Canada, but when h 
comes to knowing foe rules “I don’t 


believe everyone is clear on them.” 

At the epicenter of ice dancing are 
Grishnk, 25, and Platov, 30, foe four- 
time world champions and defending 
Olympic champions. They have won 21 
consecutive competitions foe past four 
years and are superior to others in terms 
of speed, technical ability and unison. . 

And she is outrageously engaging. 
Ha hair is a platinum color found 
nowhere in nature. Ha first name 
formerly was Oksana, but she changed it 
so as not to be confused with that other 
Olympic champion, Oksana BaiuL 
“OK., la’s talk,” Grishuk said after 
practice Thursday. 

She wanted to talk about the movie 
she could not make with Robert DeNiro 
because of foe Olympics. She wanted to 
talk about ha cocker spaniel She 
wanted to talk about ha greatness and 
how it is as natural as “milk from 
cows.” But she did not want to talk 
about foe incident last summer when 
Nicole Bobek slapped ha in an ar- 
gument ova a boyfriend. 

“Everything will be in my book,” 
Grishuk said, giving the working title as 
“Pasha With Love.” “All my friends 
say it will be foe most interesting book 
in figure skating because so many ex- 
citing things happen to me.” 

She can devote several chapters to ha 
coaches, present and past in skating’s 
version of ' ‘War and Peace. ” 

The International Skating Union’s of- 
ficial media guide says that Grishuk left 
her former coach Natalia Dubova in 1992 
after Grishuk had an affair with another 
of Dubova’s skaters and was asked to 
leave. Natalia Linichuk has threatened a 
lawsuit, saying that Grishuk and Platov 
owe ha money from training in recent 
seasons in Wilmington, Delaware 
Grishuk said she left Dubova of ha 
own accord and that she left Linichuk 
because she and Platov were not re- 
enough personal attention. 


cei 
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Grishuk and Platov now train in Mas- 
sachusetts with Tatiana Tarasova. 
Grishok’s forma coaches now tutor her 
main rivals. Dubova coaches foe Ca- 
nadians, Bo Lime and Victor Kraatz, in 
Lake Placid, New Yak, and Linichuk 


coaches Krylova and Oleg Ovsyan- 
nikov of Russia, in Delaware. 

This power triangle is foe heart of all 
the drama and intrigue in ice dancing. 

At last month’s European champi- 
onships in Milan, Krylova slashed 
Grishuk on ha forearm with ha skate 
blade one day and sliced Platov’ s cos- 
tume behind the knee another time. 
Some observers thought foe couples 
might have been playing a high stakes 
game of chicken. 

“I think maybe because we are win- 
ning so many times, they are trying to 
kill us,” Platov said at foe European 
championships, apparently joking. 

Asked if he thought foe incidents 
were intentional Platov said Thursday, 
“I’d like to believe not.” 

Krylova, who apologized to Grishuk 
and Platov in Milan, said here that foe 
slashings were accidental “Nobody 
wants to kill anybody,” she said. She 
did add, however, that she believed that 
Grishuk and Platov’s victory and ha 
own second-place finish at the European 
championships had “already been de- 
cided” before foe competition began. 

The Canadian skating federation has 
also accused foe Russian, French and 
Italian judges of deal-making to prop up 
their own skaters. 

“Fm glad these things are coining 
out and not hidden,” Bourne said. 
“Maybe things will change.” 

Grishuk said that those who complain 
about the judging are “weak.” 

Tarasova, Grishuk’s coach, snipped, 
“It is my opinion the Canadians this 
year are not ready for competition. ” 

Enmity between Grishuk and Platov 
and Bourne and Kraatz came into foe 
open at foe Champion Series Final, an 
Olympic preview held in December in 
Munich. After foe original dance, 
Grishuk’s aunt, Zoya Kujawsky, stood 
up at a news conference and told the 
Canadians they weren’t talented enough 
for first or second place. 

“I was shocked,” Bourne said. 

Grishuk lata said she could learn 
Bourne and Kraatz’s Riverdance 
routine in a single day. 

“Wby don’tthey try,” Kraatz huffed. 
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ALMHC3KUNO. Hatobff- Uarc Downftflt 10:15 
□jru Combined (DcwnhllO, 2 P-m- : 

ctmuMO, KorataMre— Woman: United Slates w. 
Japan 9anu OenmarK n. Norm#. 9«jiu BfIMitw. 
Sweden. 9 am/ Canada vs. Gwnwiy. 9 am. Mme 
BiMo w. UnBad State* 2 pmr Japan «s.Garoaay, 2 
pm, Sweden vs. SwfkHtand 2 pmj Norway vs. 
Canada. 2 pm; Men and Women: Tie brtflk. tf nec- 
esssy.7pjii. 

nouMMuraw, Nagano— Dancing, axnpul- 
£ory.7pm. 

IOC HocXKY, Ndgano-MSK United SMes vs. 
Sweden 245 pjiw Finland vs. Cudi Republic, 2*5 
pjn, Canada v*. Batatas. MS pm.’ Kaadcstaa vs. 
Russia &45 pm. 

Lua*, Iteuno— DoubJet 2 pm. 

hobmc oombmod, Hafcsbo— K90 individual 
230am 

sKCDManMagnM-WanK 500 meters, 
first round, 430 jwn. . 

MU— teff , Hi. 13 

MPMMIM, Hataiba— Han: 5oe«rG,fc45 
uu Woman: DawntiBl 10:15 am. 

■OSSLSD, lliuno— Two-Man, 3 pm. 

enow UU U H I H T sumo, Baku bo— Men: 
1 flan free, 9 am 

curuho. knroteawa— Man «nd —mink Tie 
biw*. If necessaty 9am,- Woman: semfflnaL 2 pjiu 
Marc semifinal 6 pm. - 

noun«UTiNO.Naaana— Man: Fna skate 7 
pm. 

lOKMOCKsy^itapono— Hare Bekvwn. United 
States, 245 pm> Swedemo. Canada, MS pm. Wom- 
en: Japan vs. Svmdetb Noatt Finland vs. China 4 


pm; Cauda a. UnBodStntu, B pm. 

MOPBtc r n M Hiwre, Hdaifca-iaoib 1 pm 
—— MafD- Woman: 500 mrten, 
second reund. 4^0 pm. 
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Then he proceeded to rip foe Russians, 
they choose foe “same, sad. 






saying 

slow music each year,and that only foe 


expressions on their frees changed 
“You just have to look very sad,” 
Bourne said 

Bob Horen, an American judge who 
is foe Olympic alternate for ice dancing, 
said “The judges know foe rules, but, 
as in all forms of skating, sometimes 
people interpret rules differently.” 

And Horen conceded that foe sport 
had problems. 

“judges get set in their thinking and 
aren’t always as open-minded as they 
should be,”' Horen said 
Morry Stillwell, president of the 
United States Figure Skating Associ- 
ation who is also a dance judge, joked 
that he already knew who foe top five 
Olympic finishers would be. Whether 
the medalists would deserve their scares 
was another thing. 

“The way ice dancing is today,” 
Stillwell said, “I haven’t the faintest 
idea what’s going on.” 









On Scalpers’ Row, Business Is Booming 



Bloomberg News 

’ NAGANO, Japan — They have 
come from foe United States, Sweden 
■and England to compete at the Winter 
Olympics, yet they could not march in 
the opening ceremonies, win medals or 
stay in foe athletes' village. 

They're Olympic ticket scalpers. 

, The group of about 100 brokers rep- 
resenting at least six countries have 
turned a block-long area of Nagano into 
scenes much like foe prelude of a Chica- 
go Bulls game. 

“Who needs a pair?” they shout 

Others, more enterprising, awk- 
wardly chant * chiketto , the Japanese 
word for tickets, in New York, British 
and Scandinavian accents. 

While spending thousands of dollars 
and traveling as much as 26 hours to get 
to the Olympics seems like a tough way 
to make a living, some scalpers said they 
have turned profits of at least $15,000 at 
foepast force Olympics. 

The streak looks like it will continue 
in Nagano. Scalpers are getting more 
than seven times free value for some 
sports even before the most profitable 
events — ice hockey and figure skating 
— reach foe final stages. 

“Jr’s been great, much better than I 
expected,” said Tomas Swensen, an 
economics major at a Swedish college 
who began his career at foe Olympics at 


foe 1992 games in Albertville, France. 
‘ ‘The people are friendly over here and 
they are willing to pay.” 

At a freestyle skiing preliminary 
round, scalpers were collecting $ 120 for 
$16 tickets. They also fared well for foe 
luge, pocketing $40 for $16 tickets. 

“I can’t believe how good this has 
been for us here,” said Thomas Smythe, 
a scalper from England “1 was ex- 
pecting the worst.” 

Unlike foe Olympic Games in 1996 in 
Atlanta, where authorities pursued 
scalpers vigorously and arrested them 
frequently, foe police in Nagano do not 
bother them. 

When a scalper did not realize he had 
dropped a 5,000-yen bill during a luge 
ticket sale, a police officer waited until 
foe sale was completed. 

Afterward, the officer politely re- 
turned foe money, about $40. 

“Can you even imagine this hap- 
pening at Atlanta?” Swensen asked. 

It is not against the law in Nagano 
-fectme to sell tickets for more than 
value unless foe seller bothers or 
coerces the buyer, the Nagano police 
said. Hu Nagano Olympic Organizing 
Committee said it would not bother foe 
scaijjers, even though shouts of * 'Who’s 
selling tickets?” isn’t what foe com- 
mittee wants to hear in Nagano’s quaint 
central city. 


“The policy that we’re taking on these 
games is to be hands-off unless people 
are bothered by it.” said Donna Carter, a 
spokeswoman for foe Olympic commit- 
tee. “We don’t like what they're doing, 
but we’re not looking to start trouble.” 

The Olympics is one of foe scalping 
profession’s most potentially lucrative 
events because foe sellers are frequently 
able to buy tickets below (he listed price 
through “connections” with travel 
agents, sponsors and Olympic commit- 
tees. 

At the Metropolitan Hotel in central 
Nagano, scalpers buy day-of-event tick- 
ets at half price from a ticket office 
sanctioned by foe U.S. Olympic Com- 
mittee and then resell them. 

Not everyone is making a lolling , 
though. While some scalpers bought 
hundreds of tickets for foe sold-out 
opening ceremonies, foe market price 
never rose above foe free value of about 
$160 to $280, scalpers said. Even Ja- 
pan’s first ice hockey game, against 
Germany, could not drive foe prices 
over free values of $80 and $64. Some 
tickets for a hockey game between Italy 
and Kazakhstan with a free value of $64 
went for about $3 JO. 

-Tickets for the figure skating and 
hockey finals with a face value of $240 
are expected to sell for at least $1,000 
each, scalpers said. 



Dahlie Takes 6th Gold, 
Men’s Winter Record 



>v«V 




The Associated Press 
HAKUBA, Japan — Bjorn 
Dahli? of Norway became the 
first man to win six Winter 
Olympic gold medals when 
he captured foe 10-kilometer 
classical cross-country race 
Thursday. 

Larissa Lazutina of Russia 
became foe most successful 
athlete so far in Nagano when 


foe silver. Mika Myllylae of ; 

Finland, winner of the 30-Jd- 
lometer race, won the bronze ■ 

in 27:40.1. 

Dahlie won three 
medals at Albertville, France, yj.s> >' : 
in 1992 and foe two heeol- /-./re- 
fected at LillehammerV Nor- 
way, in 1994. 

Lazutina* 32, held off a 
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Crois- Country 


Ljfccek/ 

Larissa Lazutina of Russia finishing the 10-kilometer 
pursuit to capture her second gold of the games. 


she won her second gold 
medal in two days in the wom- 
en’s I O-kilometer (6.5-mile) 
pursuit She also has a silver. 

Dahlie, who fell to 20th in 
the 30-kilometer race Mon- 
day after putting foe wrong 
wax on his skis, got it right 
this tune while riding in a 
steady nun at foe Snow Harp 
course. Although his skis 
slipped frequently, he led 
from the start Thursday and 

finished in 27 minutes, 24.5 
seconds. 

Markus Gandler of Austri- 
an, eight seconds slower, won 


and foe Czech rider Katerina 
Ne umann ova; adding foe 10 - 
kilometer freestyle pursuit to 
the 5-kilometer title she woo 
Tuesday. 

Lazutina finished in 28 
minutes 29.9 seconds. Added 
to her 5-kilometer time, that 
gave her a total of 46:06.9- 
The pursuit is decided on total 
time in foe two races. 

■ Neumannova chased 
throughout foe race. About 
one Jrilometer before foe fit" 
ish, -Lazutina pulled away 
while Danilova, who had won 

the 15-kilometer race Sunday 

passed Neumannova to tn* 
foe silver. 
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A Golden Ruling: Snowboarder Keeps Medal 


The Associated Press 

NAGANO, Japan — The Canadian 
snowboarder Ross Rebagliati got to 
keep his gold medal on a legal tech- 
nicality Thursday, one day after he was 
disqualified because he tested positive 
for marijuana. 

Upon being told the news, he pulled 
the medal from his pocket and placed it 
around his neck. 

Avoiding the thorny question of re- 
creational drug use, the Court for Ar- 
bitration of Spon said it ruled on one 
point and one point only: That the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee, lack- 
ing an agreement with the international 
ski federation on marijuana use, could 
not strip Rebagliati of his medal. 

“It’s purely the legal issue. It's not 
our role to examine the social issues at 
this stage,” Jean-Philippe Roc hat. sec- 
retary-general of the court, said Thurs- 


day in upholding Rebagliati ’s appeal. 

if the in- 


‘Tfs a clear message that 
temational sports body wants such 
rules, it has to specif clearly that 
marijuana is a forbidden substance," 
Rochat said. 

The panel's decision was unanimous 
and cannot be appealed, Rochat said. 

The Olympic committee and Re- 
bagliati were notified after the decision, 
and the committee said it would comply 
with the ruling. 

Rebagliati, 26, of Whistler, British 
Columbia, won the men’s giant slalom 
Sunday in the first Winter Games ai 
which snowboarding has been a medal 
sport. As a winner. Ire submitted a urine 
sample. 

On Wednesday, the International 
Olympic Committee said it was tak ing 
away Rebagliati ’s medal because the 
test came back positive for marijuana — 


17.8 nanograms per milliliter. A nano- 
gram is one billionth of a gram. 

Rebagliati maintains that he has not 
smoked marijuana since April 1997 and 
must have inhaled secondhand smoke 
during a going-away party in Canada 
late last month. 

Carol Anne Leiheren, head of 
Canada’s Olympic committee, said the 
decision was fair and insisted it was not 
a technicality, though she agreed that the 
appeals panel was “ruling on rules.” 

She underscored that her organiza- 
tion ’s pleasure ai the favorable rating 
did not mean that it endorsed illegal 
drug use. 

The panel's decision hinged on the 
legal intricacies of agreements between 
the International Olympic Committee 
and the International Ski Federation. 

Both the committee and the ski fed- 
eration include marijuana on their lists of 


banned substances. Bur the two bodies 
have no formal agreement governing the 
use of marijuana by Olympic skiers or 
snowboarders. 

• As a result, the Olympic committee 
had no power io strip Rebagliati of his 
medal because of the positive marijuana 
test, the panel ruled. 

Beyond the procedural ruling. Re- 
bagliati’s explanation appears medic- 
ally plausible. 

Ronald Alkana, professor of mole- 
cular pharmacology and toxicology at 
the University of Southern California 
School of Pharmacy, said the active 
ingredient in marijuana, called THC, is 
stored in fat and can stay in the body for 
“relatively long periods of time,” 

“It’s reasonable to assume that 
secondhand smoke could be absorbed,” 
Alkana said Thursday. “It’s certainly a 
possibility.” 


Rebellious Newcomers Compete Under a Cloud 


By Stephen Wilson 

The Associated Press 




Olympic Schedule 
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Ross Powers, an American taking big air during the men's half-pipe. 


YAMANOUCHI. Japan — 
America’s firsr snowboard 
medalists barely had time to 
calch their breath before they 
and other winners were hit with 
the question: 

“After what happened to 
Ross, many people around the 
world expect you to go home 
tonight and smoke a big joint to 
celebrate. How do you feel 
about that?” 

The talk was more about 
marijuana than medals Thurs- 
day as shredders defended their 
sport and rallied behind the Ca- 
nadian rider Ross Rebagliati. 

A few hours after the com- 
petition ended, Rebagliati won 
an appeal and reclaimed the gi- 
ant slalom gold medal that had 
been taken away when be tested 
positive for marijuana. 

Gold in the rain-soaked 


men’s and women’s half-pipe 
events went to Gian Simmea of 
Switzerland and Nicola Thost 
of Germany. Daniel Franck of 
Norway and Stine Bran 
Kjeldaas won silver. 

The snowboard riders spun 
back and forth down the chute 
— measuring 120 meters (395 


SNOWIOARDIN0 


feet) long and 15.4 meters wide, 
with walls 3.5 meters high — 
performing a series of skate- 
board style maneuvers with 
names like McTwist, AUey- 
Oop, Backside, Indy Grab. 
Stale Fish and Mute Grab. 

But most of the attention fo- 
cused on Rebagliati. 

His Canadian teammate Mi- 
chael Michalchuck held up a 
sign after one of his nuts read- 
ing: “Ross is tiie champion. 
Give him the gold back.” 

Ail the riders agreed. 


Franck said that Rebagliati 
“had the biggest rush” and that 
Olympic officials had “crushed 
him.” 

“I don’t think they have a 
clue.” he added. 

Franck embodies the coun- 
tercultural image of soow- 
bo aiding with yellow* shades 
and hair dyed in gold and black 
leopard spots. 

“There is no doping in snow- 
boarding, bur there is marijuana 
because it’s a sport for young 

g eople,” said Fabien Rohrer of 
witzerland who finished 
fourth. ”1 hope people won’t 
say that snowboarders are drug- 
gies. It’s a problem of youth, a 
problem of society. ’ ’ 

The riders stressed that 
marijuana does not act as a per- 
formance-enhancer. 

“It isn't doping.” Simmen 
said. “It doesn't make you 
faster.” 

Simmen, 20, came out of 


nowhere to win the men’s 
event. Under a heavy down- 
pour, he twisted, flipped and 
spun down the snow trough — 
his hat flying off during one 
midair twist — for a two-run 
total of S5.2 points. 

Franck finished second with 
82.4 points. Ross Powers, 1 8, of 
the United Stares was third. 

“I can’t believe it.” said 
Simmen. “I don’t know what 
I’ve done. I’ve never been rid- 
ing like that before. Maybe only 
in my dreams.” 

Thost captured the women's 
event with 74.6 points. Keldaas 
won the silver in 74.2 and Shan- 
non Dunn, the leader going into 
the final run. finished with 72.8 
and bronze. 

Dunn, an American from 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado, 
fell out of competition for the 
gold when she lost her balance 
on her last run, sat back and 
nearly fell. She recovered to fin- 


ish the run but lost valuable 
points. “I don't know what 
happened,” Dunn said. “I 
didn’t even care. 

“It’s pouring, but I feel like 
I’m above the clouds. I just had 
the time of my life here. 

“Everybody should come to 
the Olympics,’ ’ Dunn said. “As 
far as I’m concerned, if you're 
having the time of your life, 
then that's winning the gold to 
me.” 

The competition was accom- 
panied by an eclectic mix of 
music, ranging from rock, reg- 
gae. hip hop and grunge. 

The tunes included songs by 
Jimi Hendrix. Oasis, Beck, 
Queen. Blondie, Bob Marley 
and Jim Morrison. 

The men's competition was 


missing the sport’s superstar, 
Terje Haakonsen of Norway, 


who boycotted the games in 
protest of the Olympic estab- 
lishment. 
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Heavy Rain and Snow Keep Alpine Skiers Off Slopes, Again 
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By Bob Baum 

The Associated Press 


HAKUBA, Japan — Snow, 
fog, wind and lots of rain 
forced postponement of two 
more Olympic ski races Thurs- 
day, including — for the third 
time — the men’s downhill 


Lightning flashed and 
thunder rum 


rumbled across the 


Japanese Alps in the most 
miserable day yet at the 
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Happo’one skiing ' venue. 
With 10 days left in the 
Winter Games, tire squeeze is 
on to get the nine remaining 
Alpine events completed. 

Just before the race was to 
start, snow began falling at 
the top of the course and sleet 
at the bottom- A patch of fog 
clung halfway up. As the 
morning wore on, the precip- 
itation turned to steady rain. 

“It wouldn’t be fair for the 


athletes to race under these 
conditions,” said Gian 
Franco Kasper, secretary- 
general of the International 
Ski Federation. 

The village of Hakuba, so 
picturesque after two feet (60 
centimeters) of fresh snow 
earlier in the week, became a 
slushy, watery mess. Outside 
the Gorkyu Hotel, where 
most of the U.S. team was 
staying, two feet of water 
covered the access road. 

Picabo Street, whose Su- 
per-G gold medal is the only 
one awarded so far in Alpine 
skiing, waited Thursday for 
two (raining runs that never 
happened. 

“We watched it turn from 
clear to cloudy to snowing a 
little bit, to blizzard to fog to 
rain,’ ’ she said. * ‘We could go 
out there and fish for pol- 
liwogs.” 


The men ’s downhill, men ’s 
combined downhill and the 
two women's downhill train- 
ing runs — all called off 
Thursday — were resched- 
uled for Friday. The men’s 
super-G. scheduled for Fri- 
day, was pushed back to Sat- 
urday. ft will be the first half 
of a twin bill that includes the 
women’s downhill. 

Kasper said were many 
more ways the schedule could 
be altered and that there was 
little danger that any Olympic 
event would be canceled. 

“Of course I’m sure we 
can do it. We have enough 
space,” be said. “We could 
even in the second week of 
the Olympics make some 
changes in the technical 
events and speed events. " 

The Alpine competition is 
scheduled to stay in Hakuba 
through next Tuesday, then it 


is due to shift to Shiga Kogea, 
about 80 kilometers (50 
miles) away, for the slalom 
and giant slalom races. 

The forecast was for a break 
in the weather Friday. The 
men's downhill originally was 
to be the opening event of 
Alpine skiing on Sunday. 
First, heavy snow postponed it 
until Tuesday, then more mow 
delayed it until Thursday. 

Normally, any delay of 
more than two days in a 
downhill race requires anoth- 
er training ran. But that rule 
can be waived in the 
Olympics. 

The men have had no 
downhill training runs since 
Satnrday. 

The American skier AJ. 
Kitt played down the lack of 
recent training. 

“It’s not that difficnlt of a 
course,” he said. “I don’t 


think that it has changed that 
dramatically.” No Olympics 
has ended without comple- 
tion of tiie Alpine skiing 
schedule, and Kitt does not 
believe it will happen here. 

“Not in tiie Olympics,” he 
said. “Ifthis had been a World 
Cup, it would have been can- 
celed a long time ago.” 

Kasper said Olympic or- 
ganizers have known all 
aloDg that the Japanese 
weather could wreak havoc 
on Alpine skiing. 

“Years ago, when the In- 
ternationa] Olympic Commit- 
tee decided to hold the games 
in Nagano, we knew about the 
weather statistics in this 
area.” he said. 

“Don’t forget Japan is an 
island surrounded by seas and 
also has on one side Siberia. 

“There’s only one barrier 
that stops the weather and 


makes it turn around, and 
that's the Japanese Alps, ex- 
actly where we are.” he said. 

As the constant rain fell 
into the evening, there was 
concern that the course could 
be damaged. 

* ‘More than likely, the rain 
will tom to snow,” said the 
U.S. men's coach. Bill Egan, 
“and it depends on when it 
does that how much damage 
there is. It might actually 
make the course better.” 

The crowd that turned out 
Thursday was much smaller 
and less boisterous than era 
Sunday, but some Austrian 
fans were there, chanting then- 
hero’s name in a familiar ca- 
dence: “Her-mann Mai-er.” 

An American in the small 
“Go Go Tommy Moe” con- 
tingent carried a U.S. flag so 
drenched you could see 
through iL A 



Erie CiQlini/Bnilm 

fan sitting in the rain at the downhill skiing finish. 
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CROSS COUNTRY 
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m** 


mbps lent 

im 

aft. UB|ein DaM» Norway, 27^44. 

■Z .-ini "J-Warkus Gander Austria 27325. 



V : - - ... 

1'bC ZMoriMSGctfidierr Austria 2732S 

i.’V'*- - .tgVr 3. UBaiMyuytaa Finland. ZMQ.1. 

. . - v. * ". ■- ^ *■ Vtodbnfc- Smfrnov, Kazaksna 77M.U S. 

* • ■ l "*. Thomas AtBQaanl Norway, 2W8.1; 6. Jaak 

Estonia 27S«fc 7. Ertno Nor- 

Wy. 27517; g. Andnis Veerpalu. Estonia 
»O0Ji 9. sture SJvertsea Norwny. jaiOd; 
A SMo Fernet, Holy, 2fcl5A- it. Puhrto 
Vatowa Wy, 28:17-0; 1Z Atofc StKfla^; 
t 1 nili^Wrla a21Z n Harri lOrveenko* Fhv 
/ tit I 28214 U cmam Unrtn. AusWa 

_ « /%TJ| V &2S2; IS. Jarl l*ometoa& Rntaridr 28 ^ 7j 

' i IfAitorefflSditoeilwGennany. 28^10! 17. 

k 1 H Kv^ J ^KoctoSwftmtond,2B4«9A-15.SartoRe- 

2 — .rtfH ?? FMaad,2&S13: 19. HfmyuW JrooUapon, 

■Q Apfll V ^ i(2a Potrtck fafinr, F «n» 

lit;- Marian Hosier. Uodrtonsteia 2&S S Z 22. 
v * * ,, 1 . H'* ^iFlWoa,2WI15; 25. Nftta Jons««. 

t29.MflSaoWKaau. 

. . saw; Rknnfas P® 1 **®' 

met — t»i ■ : : • Jrf: ^Btoanio, WM; 31. Aletrt Protanam, 

™ 29273: 32. Petr MKM- Oecti Rf 

L 293S i 33. Jimi Guftoficz, Sprtin, 

• R rv *4 — ■ - ■ -i-n.- C !■ !■ mini . InlVffl. 


s new* •**’■'* 

Isa 

sfV 



•••;* Muehiegs. Germo 

-- ^ Mol Italy, »13£ 29. 

r.,— . I”- “ -r** 2923.1; » Wa 

— & ■ : ■ ■ Art? 29241; 31. Ah 



merfeftft Germany. 2WZ& 39. Alexander 
SannHuM, Betaws. 19517; 40. Jochen BeMe. 
Germany. 2955* 41. John Bauer, Untied 
States. «S84i 42. Serge) Kriatia Russia 
3W13JS 43. Pat nidi Weaver, UnHed States, 
44. Vtodislavas Zybolto, Utawmia 
3£H» * 45. Ulkas Bauec CuKti Republic 
30:11-1; 44. Mkhaei BIrner, Denmaric 
30:14% 47. Justin Wtafeworffv Unftod States. 
302&3 48. Rabin AteKeever, Canada 
.30323; 49. Jeremtas WigBK, Swttwrtana 
30334 50- Pavel RyabWa Kazakstaa 
30374fe 51. ChrfcBtancfiattt Canada 3037.1; 
5Z Lubomlr BiRltta. Czech Republic, 303&4; 

53. Pwk ByuniKhut South Korea 30:42.1; 

54. Jontt Riba Spain, 3(b4&A 54 Nikohd 
Popovich Ukmina 3031 i 54 Henrik Fors- 
bera swedea 30=55.7; 57. Stofan KuM. 
Liechtenstein, 3054& 58. Elmo tossbv E&- 
tonta 3057A 59. PhBppe Sandtea France, 
315135,' 60. Geanodl NBuuv Ufantna 314)75; 
61. Ivan Batory,Sh>vdda31 4 ) 7 * 62 .Vto<Cmtr 
Legotta, Russia 3130* 63. WBhcbn As- 
dreanOca Switzeriand, 31:105; 64. stanblav 
jezft. SfaMdUa 31:lU 64 Sants Harmams 
Latvia 31:12.1;66- Anthony Evens, Austrafta, 
31:123; 67. Martin Bojda*, Stawhia 
31295; 08. Andrei Newnrev. Korakstaa 
31 304; 69. ZsoM Antal Romania 31:41.1* 70. 
AtoMi Tregobav, Betares, 31:43.9; 71. Guido 
VTssai Canada 3T50ft 72. Myidtaito Ar- 
ttutatav, Ukraine, 31:52* 7X NltoW Seme- 
titan. Befanis. 31545; 74. AlmJliMaa Sarrtti 
Korea 31555; 75. YVes Bflodeau. Canada 
3156.9; 74 Janwsz Krazatok. Potand, 

77. Juris Germonto. Latvia 3Z0S5; 78. Mar- 
cus Nash Firsburp, *tataaail.fc79- P ng 
Bping-ioa South Korea 32*6.1; BO. 
Lfflchenka Kamkston. 32545; 81 -Wu Artoa 
CWna 3257 J; 82. Atvnre Gfloa Spain. 
TMrtT i si Roberts Rtwna urtvfa, 3M9& 
84 Siavisdio Bafinkav. Bulgaria 33232 85. 

Ivan Huda&SlavaUa 33^1 .to 84EtefBiertos 

FofflBs, Greece 34:137; W. Ptag a Rufc 
Spain. 34:17* 88. Paul Gran AustmteL 
34 ^5.1; 89. Bota Lofcompette Von Hur^ 
ooY.3S30.9;9aDashi*waOcWi5ufch Mon* 
goBa JP-JWSO. Gate) DtaeskL Ataadorta, 
39093; 9Z PWP B<«- 67355; 91 

Targny Mogrca Sweden, DNS; 94 Antorijo 
FWaoSto 0NR95.au Oco^haL Oitaa 
nNp; <k Seniff OaBdoMi B^om DNr; 
97 . AtdoandvZotawiyl Ukraine ONR98. 
Patrick Mocdder. SwUzuriand DNF. 

woMnrsio km 

RML 

i. Larina Lazutina Russia 464149. 
46:142. 


4 Irina Tamnenko Terefc Ukraine 46:17.1, -5 
Stefanla Beimanda Itate, 441 9 A 6. Yalta 
Tchepatava Russia 46JB4' 7. Nina GavrH- 
tuk. Russia 4&49i 8. AnBa Moen-Guidon. 
NomaY.47SUA'>. Bento MarttaseaNorwoK 
47:11.1; la Brighte Albrean, SwHxertand. 
47:11 A 11. Trade Dybendahl Haitz, Nonway, 
47:13J* IZ Gobriella Poruzzt lWy. 47:135; 
13. Marla Theuit Austria 47:355? 14 Mailt 
Mtkkaisptas& Norway, 47525; IS. Kotrin 
SmJflun, Estonia 47535; 16. Sato M. Sa- 
loneru Finland. 4&09A 17. Sabina Vbtausa 
ttaty. 4&n.Qr ll Jaroslava Bukwjova Sto- 
vnkla 48:1 1 5; 1 9. Antonina Ordlna Sweden 
48:125; 20. Voientyna ShevUrenka Ukraine 
48: 15. ft 21. Elena SWtevitdv Belarus. 
48:195. ZL Sytvw Honeggec Serflzartanct 
48515; 23. Manueia Ol Cenla Italy. 48541; 
24 Katerina Her usova Czech Repubflc. 
4855 A 25. Sumika Yakoyama Japan, 
26. Constunze Btunv Germany, 
UMOSe IT. Sophie VDtoneuve France 
49:005; 2ft Karin SaOericvtat Swedea 
29. Firmlko Aokl Japan. 49^7.1; 30. 
Elena Gayasovc. utotfne 4P2ftto 3). AnJte 
Schulze Germany, 49504 32. KaV WWidm, 
Germany, 4931 -ft 31 Koine Phlffppat 
France, 49-575? 34. Natasa Locm Slovenia 
4JM0A- 35. Ma%oaata Kachala Poland 
49525; 36- Moryna Pestriokova Ukraine, 
49557; 37. Annkk Plenei. France 4957 A 
3ft Svetkma DeshevyWb Kozalataa 4957Jb 
39. Oxana Yatstara, Kazakstan, 49575; 4ft 
Aizbeta Havranciksva Slovakia, 49585; 41. 
Zunma Kocumova Czech RepubSc. 50:11.9: 

42. Sveriana Shishkina Kazakstan. 50:164; 

43. Bamoticte Wofrowska Potato. 5057* 

44. Anita Nyman. FWamt 50507; 45. Beetle 
Scott Canada SMl-ft 46. KumBio Yokayo- 
ma Japan, 5tt44ft 47. SvehanaKarwtsiiiya 
Betarvs, SZ48.Z 4 ft Twrami Otaka Japan. 
5059.9; 49. Dorata Kwasny. Potato, 5I;UA 
SO. Citotel Vahtra. Estonia 51:1 74; 51. Kfltf 
Ptokklnea Rnlanft 51:205? S2. Kentn Petty. 
UiWtad States, 51*9253. Irina NltawlWitao 
Bulgaria S1505; 54 Sigrid WKa Germany, 
math 55. Irina Skripi*. Betoras. 51^18; 
56. M8alne Theriault Canada 52ri)6ft 57. 
Laura WHsav United States 52:194? 5& Ud- 
mffla Koroflk, Betona 5252.4 W. Kttknrrno 
Gebato, Potamt 52^415: 60 l Atonicn E, 
Lazaret Romania 53rf)4Sr 61. Onne Kara 
Estonia 53325; 62. Loan Zhengrana CWna 
53^ft 63. Oga Selezneva Kazakstan, 
5Z37.& 64. Sore Renner, Canada 54:1 3.7i 65. 
Guo OongSng, China, 54052 66. Anzeta 

Brice LahriaS444A 67. InamRvdka Latvia 

54575; 6a Kazimien] StroSene. Uhunnta, 
5621A 69. TuuUdO Pyytomnea Hnland. 
DNS; 70. Jana Saftfeva Czech Repuftlfc 


DNS; 71. Rancte RoJder, Austria DNS; 72. 
EBn Ek, Sweden, DNS; 73. Andrea Hubec 
Switzeriand DNS; 74. Andrea Sentelec 
Swflzeriartd DNS; 75. Arne l_ Condevaux. 
France 0 n& 76. Nino Kemppel United 
Stated DNS; 77. Jahne Fortteb Canada DNS; 
7ft Laura McCabe, United Slates, DNF. 


1 CURLING | 

SUM 


w 

L 

Conodo 6 

0 

Norway 4 

2 

Swifeatand 4 

2 

Sweden J 

3 

Britain 2 

4 

Japan 2 

4 

US. 2 

4 

Germany 1 

s 

ransfiSTH«i» 

Canada ft Swttrertond 3 


United Slates ft Germany 5 


Norway 7. Sweeten 4 


Britain 9. Japan 5 


Canada ft Sweden 3 


Norway ft Switzerland 4 


Japan ft U nted States 6 


Germany 7. Britain 7 



L 

Canada 5 

1 

Sweden 5 

1 

Britain 4 

2 

Denmorir 4 

2 

Japan 2 

4 

Norway 2 

4 

Germany 1 

S 

United States 1 

s 

TBUftSMTHSIHIS 

Canada 7, Sweden 5 


Britain ft Germany 5 


Norway 9, United States! 


Denmark ft Japan 4 


[figure skating| 


United States. 55 (0); XL Szabofcs Vtdrol 
Hungary. 6 j 0 (Q>; 11 Igor Pashketotdv Azer- 
baQrai, 65 (0); 14. Mkhaei Shmerkhv tomet 
7JJ (0); li Yamato Tamara, Japan, 75 (0); 
14. VtaehsstovZaoaradnitoc Ukraine ftO I0J; 
17. Jeff Langdon. Canada 85 (Gl; 1ft 
Takeshi Honda Japan. 95 IQ); 19. Matgus 
HernBs, Estonia 95 ICU: 20. Roman Sko- 
mtakm Uzbekistan. Ja0(®r21. Come) Gbe- 
orghe. Romania, 105 (CO; 22- Patrick Melee 
SwftzeriaruL 114) (Ol; 23. Lee Kyu-hyurv 
South Korea 115 (Oh 24 Gflberto Vktoana 
ttaty, lift 25. Anthony uu,Autora8a 125:24. 
Robert Kazimir. Slovakia 134k 27. David Ua 
Taiwan. 135; 2ft Your® Litvinov, Kazakstan, 
144k 29. Patrick Schmft Luxembourg, 145. 


Japan 1110 1-4 

Austria 2 8 1 0 0-3 

1st Period— 1. A.-D. Lavoie (A K Ulrldv S. 
Wheeldon), tap)- 2 J.-S. Yohata (T. Yamana- 
fca), taP>- ft A^G. Ressmann (A. PuscMg. O. 
Knit), ted Ported— 4. J.-A. Sugaowa a. Yo- 
manako S. Yahota). (pp).3rd P«to*-& A^O. 
Lavoie (M. UtrkW. taP)- 6. J.-T. Otoma Owr- 
fi rae N one. Shootout— J.-S. Yohata. game- 
wlrmep 16lhstior. Shots on Goal— J.-6-13-9-2- 
1-31. Ar 13-7-12-8-0—40. Goattes-J.-D. 
I moo (40-37), A.-R- Dhrts (31-277. 


SNOWBOARDING 


ICE HOCKEY 


W 

lMCaztoatan 2 
Slovakia 1 

ttaty 1 

Austria 0 

GROUP B 

W 

2 
2 
1 
a 


PHELtoBNARV ROUND 
GROUP A 


W L 

Untied States 4 0 

Canada 4 0 

Hnfaito 2 2 

China 2 2 

Sweden 0 4 

Japan 0 4 


T PIS GF GA 
0 8 24 3 


24 5 
21 9 
9 9 

5 21 

2 JO 


Pte GF GA 
5 14 II 

3 9 9 

2 11 II 

2 9 12 


x-Beknm 

Germany 

France 

Japan 


Ptt GF GA 
5 14 4 

4 7 9 

2 5 8 

I 5 70 


x-Advnnces to final round 


Gemraqr 

Skwalda 


UfSta dta WB—MI 

l.llya KuBfc, Russia 05 toetored ptedrep 
(SJiZ EMs Sfojka Canda, 1 J> (BUt Todd 
EtaedBft United States, 15 (Qh 4. Alexri 
Yapudtn, Russia 2J3 (Q); £. PhiBppe Qnv 
detaa Prance, 25 CQlJ 6. Steven Cousins, 
Britain. 3J> (0); 7. Ivan Dlnev, Bulgaria 35 
(QJ; 8. Dmitry Dadtrenka Ukraine 45 IQ); 9. 
Midntl Tyltesen, Doranart. 45 (0); 10. Guo 
Zhntaxh, China 55 {©/ 1 J. MUMl Weto. 


■TH PLACE 

6 I 3-4 

1 1 »-2 

1st Pwtod-1 , SaI. Data, tad Pottod-2, G.- 
P. Dnristotl (E.GaMracmn), (pp).ft S. J. Par- 
davy 0- Softerao). 3rd Period— 4, G.-J. Ben- 
da CL- Bn wpg erremre M. Madcay). & G.-1 
Benda (U. Krepp). & Gl-M. Luedemarm CP- 
DrotatoO-Sbob as Go«d-G^ ft6-lb-l9. s.- 
12-17-4—31 Go d ot- G AL Kbetztg C33-31). 
S.-i.Mwrtn C1MS). 

tm PLACE 

Franc* 7 • 4—5 

Italy • 0 l-l 

1st Parted— 1, F-P. Bozen (G. DubaW- 2nd 
Period— None. 3rd Parted-2 F.-P. Bazan 
(5. Poudrte, C Pougefl. 1 F^P. Bo*on (C 
PaugeO X F.-A- Briand (P. Bazan, S-Poudri- 
er), tan)- S. I- G. Ortando CL Topatigfi C 
Bartel one), tap). 6. F.-S. Pwidrier, tap). 
Shots on GoaJ-F.-6-4.l2-2! L- 9-119-31- 
Sorites— F .-Christopher Hurt (31-3ffl- t- 
Mike A. Rasati (22-17). 

tJTH PLACE 


a l e—i 

etdrn o o 3—3 

1st Ported— Nono. tedPoriod— 15^T. Sloe, 
lander (C Abnbtod). 3rd Period-! C-L 
Zhang (X. Yang, H. Uu). ft C-H. Uw (W. 
Wong). 4, C-X Yang (L Zhang, W. Guo). 
Shots on Goal— S.- 6-9-8—23. C- 8-5-10—23. 
Goaflra— SM. Ahlon (23-2 W. C-G. Hons 
03-22). 

Japan o e 0—0 

United States 5 2 3-10 

1st Period— L U5.-S. Looney- 2 U5.-A. 
Mteczkott-Men, E. Brown). 3. U5.-S. Whyte 
(C Granola). 4, U5.-S. Looney (G. UBorv J. 
SdtmldgalO# tap)- & U5.-A. Miaaka (E. 
Brown, S. Looney). 2nd Period— 6, U5.-K. 
King CL Bokeo C BaSey). 7, U5.-X King (A. 
Btahoskl L Baker). 3rd Period-8, U5.-L 
Baker (C GranaW, tap). 9. U5^C Bye CT. 
Mwnsey.G. Ulton), tap). 1ft U5.-X King (L 
Baker). Shote onGaai-J.- T-7-2-4. U5.- 19- 
24-13— 54. Godfio*—J.-H.Watanabe (19-14), 
Y. Oda (37-132). U5.5. Decosta (44). 
Caendo 2 2 0-4 

Flfitarto 0 1 1-2 

1st Period— 1. C-T. Brisson (V. Senobaia), 
(pp). 1 C-G. Heaney (N- Dralet), (pp)- 2nd 
Ported— 3, C-T. Brisson (F. SUmiK). 4, Fj- 
P. Vbarakofib (S. Fisk}. 5. C-D. Garotte (G. 
Heaiey. J. Didudd. tap). 3rd Period— ft F.. 
H RantarmU (P. Vaarokriflo). Stets M 
Gori-O 9-6-8—21 F-- 1-10-10-21. 
Coeftes— C-M. Rtwwme (21-19). F.-L 
Snedt (U-9, T. Pupuffl (12-11). 


MU-IIUIIPW 

1. Mmtuis Htrnne. rtntond. 41.1; 2. GuB- 
ImeneChostognok France, 40J2; 3. Jussi Oto- 
sanea Flnlanft 39 J; 4. Daniel Franck. Nor- 
way. 394,-5. Lour! Utamaro. Flntonft 39.0 6. 
Fatten Rohrer. Swttzcrland, 385; 7. KJas 
Vangen, Norway, 3&3? ft Jonathon Cofiomb- 
Patton, France, 385; 9. Brett Caipenttec 
Canada 41 A 10. Michael MIchaidiuck. 
Canada, 41 x It. GJon Simmen SwttzerianL 
395; 1Z Sebastian Kuhtberg, Finland. 39J ) 
13. Joan Chalet France, 395; 14. Todd 
Rkdwrds, United States. 395; 15. Ross Pow- 
ers United States 39-4; 16. Jacob 5Dttonjvist 
Sweden. 395? 1 7. Xover Hoffmann. Germany, 
3ft2? Ift Pantos StaMUoa Sweden 37-to 19. 
Ikar Fernandez. Spain. 375; 30. Kbn Chris- 
tiansen. Norway, 37 2 21. Sergio Bartrina 
Spa la 37X* 22. Ingetmr Bodcman. Sweden 
375? 23. Fredrft Sterner, Sweden 365? 24. 
Mas Ptoetzenadec Austria, ISA 25. Tony 
Vonnucd Roos. France. 355? 2ft Derek Hri- 
dt Canada 355; 27. Bertrand Denervoud, 
Switzertand. 355 2ft TafcasM Mtstoda 
Jopmv335? 29-TrevorAndrm Canada 314; 
30. Mo koto TokagakL Japan 325; 31. Ran 
Oiktot United States, 32.1; 32. Patrft Haslet, 
Switzerland. 32-1; 33. Roger Hle lm stodstuen 
Narwuy. 314; 34. SNnkhl Wtatanabft Jnparv 
29.1; 35 Lukafi Starawia, Poland. 265; 36. 
Takamasa Irani Japan 24A 

FINAL 

I.Slimnen 852. 

2. Fronde 82^. 

3. Powers. 82.1. 

4. Rohrer, 7ft7; 5 Owstagnot 7ftft 6. 
Sortaqvtst, TtJh 7. Kuhftag, 76 At ft 
Mkrialdiuck. 765; 9. Carpenter, 75ft- 10. 
Cofiamb-Patton 755; 11. Ofcsanen 735? 12 . 
Chaitot 73A’ 13. Hurme, 735? 14. Utovttara 
71 A 15 Vangen Tftto 16. Richards, 695. 
woure-siuirm 

1# Stale Bnm KjeWoot. Norway, 375poMs 
ft Gora-Beth Bumsldn United Stales, 3ft7; X 
Jenny Jonswa Sweden 345? 4, MoefieRfck- 
ar, Canada 3 Aft- 5, Maria Thost, Germany, 
3 7X6. Shannon Dunn UnM Staten 365; 7, 
Minna Hessn FWand.351; ft Jennie Waam, 
Sweden 345? 9, Ntaota Pedazadl Austria 
344; 1ft Tara Teigen Canada 33* 1 1, Ante 
Schwa Bee Switzertand 3X2; 1ft Dariane Vr- 
dal Frants 32.1: 11 Satu Jaiveta, Fmhmd, 
33J0i 1ft Barrett Christy, United States, 31 At 
1ft Sabine Wohr-Hraier, Gomans 30ft 1ft 
Anno MaOn Kongsgaard Norway, 292 17, 
Ulrike Hotozl Austria, 29.1; 1ft Lari Giaztet 
Canada 26-to 19, AUdNtte Toffgort United 


States. 255; 2HX Yurt Yaahifcawa, Japan. 24* 
21. Christei Thoresen. Norway, 24A 22, Kaori 
Takeyamn Japan 22J; 2ft Anna HeHman 
Sweden 22.7; 24, Ate&sandra Pescosta Italy. 
J59? 2£ Natasa Zarefc Canada, 114; 2ft 
Sandra Farmand, Germany, 22.1 . 

FMAL 

1. Thost 745. 
ft Kjeidoas. 74Z 
3, Dunn 725. 

4 Burnside, 7 ftft- ft Ricker. 71.1; ft Hessa 
705; 7, Jonsran. 65W ft Waara. 62J. 


SPEED SKATING 


mom's 1 500 auras 

FMAL 

1. AdneSondraL Norway. 1:4757. 

2 Ms Postma Nslherionds. L4a)3L 
3. Rlidfe Rttsma, Netheitands, 14852. 

4. Jan Bos, Ntohertandn ltoPTS? 5. KC Boutl- 
ette. United States. 150.04; ft Martin Hen- 
man N&therianda. 15031: 7. HkoyuU 
Hooke. Japan 1S049; ft Tore Aoytmogl 
Japan. 1505ft 9. Christian Brener, Germany. 
1-50.96; 10. Andrei Anufriyenka Russia 
TS0.99; u. Vadim Sayofts Russia 13151,- 
11 Choi Joe-bong, South Korea. 15157; 13. 
Peter AcMrerg, Germany, 1S15& 1A Dmitri 
Shwri, Russia 1515* 15 Chun Joo-ftym 
Swto Korea 151J& 16. Yusoke ImaL Japm 
I51JQ; 17. Bart Veld kampiBela rum 151-73; 
18_ Mcmix Ten Korienaor, Austria 15154 
19. Sergey Tsybenkn Kazakstan 15253; 20. 
Kevin Owrtand Canada, 1SZJJ7; 21. Kgfl 
Store hata Japan. 15223; 22. Alennder 
Ktealln Russia 15227; 2ft Dmride Carta, 
Italy, 15144 24 Ermanno loriattl Roly, 
1514$ 25 Steven Elm, Canada 152.70; 26. 
Kevin Morshtol Canada 15177; 27. Radik 
Bikchentaym, Kazakstan 15257) 2ft SMnar 
Johansen. Norway, 1525ft 29. BrfgtRykkle. 
Norway. 152.91; 30. Neal Maretraft Canada 
152.9ft- 31. Casey FBzRandolph, United 
Stated 1512ft 3ft Cary Carpenter; United 
States. 1535ft 3ft Frank DMridl German* 
15354 34. Powrl Zygmunk Poland 1-5373; 
35. David Tambarrina United States. 1 54.19! 
3ft Wan Ownbft adna 15464 37- Cedric 
kuenfc France, 1547ft 34 Bene Touben- 
mtfclft Gamony, 15491; 39. Jung Jin-euk, 
South Kona lasjft «. Andrew Mchokww 
New Zealand 155JM? 41. Sergey Km- 
nadteyev, Kazakstan 15572; 42. ZiMt Bata. 
Hungary, 155.5ft 41 Feng Qingba, China 
15&4& 44 DeZtoerto HonraBv Ramanta, 
157JS45L Rend Heretdn Nanmy, DNS, 
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The Lincoln Highway 


By Herbert Mitgang 

New Ytvk Times Service 

S PRINGFIELD, Illinois — 
A century and a third after 
his assassination,, the 16tfa 
president continues to be the 
subject of new studies in his 
hometown and the symbol of 
our better angels in America 
and the world. 

In the search for clues to his 
nature, eloquence and de- 
cisions, there are mysteries to 
this day. Even Lincoln's in- 
timates said they could not 
penetrate his private thoughts. 
His last law partner, Wifijam 
Herndon, who observed him 
more closely chan any other 
man, found that Lincoln spoke 
of himself only “with great 
reluctance and significant re- 
serve.” 

This year, fresh word-por- 
traits and analyses are in the 
works. Old-fashioned dig- 
ging, as well as electronic re- 
search, is expected to shed 
light on Lincoln's abilities in 
such areas as why be was the 
finest writer by far of any pres- 
ident; whether be really was 
the hick lawyer of so much 
dramatic fiction rather than a 
litigator esteemed by his 
peers, and how he exercised 
his constitutional role of com- 
mander in chief (even though 
the last rank he held was that 
of private in a local militia). 


Springfield is the center of 
the two most exciting projects 
in the field of Uncolniana. 
The first is an examination of 
Lincoln’s 25-year legal ca- 
reer. The second is the cre- 

■ ation of an electronic Lincoln 
library that will trace the pat- 

■ terns of his language and as- 
pects of his prairie life and his 
presidency. 

A year from now, a com- 
plete analysis of Lincoln's 
law practice from 1836 to 
1 86 1 will come out in a com- 


pact disk facsimile set It will 
be followed by four analytical 
volumes in 2003 that will 
cover about 100 representa- 
tive cases. Cullom Davis, the 
director of the Lincoln Legal 
Papers in Springfield, says his 
staff has located and annot- 
ated an estimated total of 
100,000 items that document 
Lincoln *s 6,000 cases — facts 
not known to most past bi- 
ographers. 

Many of these cases were 

courthouses^on the old^kighth 
Judicial Circuit where Lin- 
coln practiced. Among the 
main discoveries: So great 
was confidence in Lincoln’s 
skills as a trial and appeals 
lawyer that he appeared be- 
fore the Illino is Supreme 
Court in some 300 cases. The 
print and CD-ROM editions 
will reveal his career in crim- 
inal and civil matters of every 
kind. 


Thomas F. Schwartz, the 
Illinois State Historian and 
curator of the Lincoln Col- 
lection at the Illin ois State 
Historical Library here, is en- 
thusiastic about the electronic 
archive that will allow re- 
searchers to tap into the ex- 
isting Lincolniana. 

By this summer, the 
speeches and writings that ap- 
pear in all 10 volumes of 
“The Collected Works of 
Abraham Lincoln” — the 
definitive text for any study of 
his words — will become, 
available on the Internet. 
Laser, other basic reference 
material will be added by the 
Web site's sponsors, the Ab- 
raham Lincoln Association 
and the state's Historic Pre- 
servation Agency. 

The electronic project 
“will serve as a virtual Lin- 
coln library — the first of its 
kind for any president,” 
Schwartz said. 


Gift to Israel Museum 


New York Times Service 

N EW YORK — Arturo Schwarz, a scholar, poet, art 
dealer and passionate collector from Milan, has 
given the Israel Museum in Jerusalem more than 700 
Dada and Surrealist artworks that experts say are worth 
more than $20 million. The gift includes paintings, draw- 
ings, collages, sculptures, objects, photographs and 
prints. 

Schwarz has studied, researched and collected this phase 
of 20th-century art for most of his life. He knew many of its 
leading artists and has written much about them, especially 
Marcel Duchamp, whose catalogue raisonnd he has worked 
on for years, first published in 1 969, it was reissued in an 
extensively updated second edition last month. 

Highlights from Schwarz’s collection include more than 
30 works by Duchamp, among them “Tzanck Check,' ’ an 
enlarged handmade check for $1 15 that the artist gave his 
dentist, Daniel Tzanck, as payment for his treatment. 

The Schwarz gift has more than 60 works by Man Ray, 
including photographs, photomontages, collages and as- 
semblages, as well as works by Andre Breton, Alexander 
Colder, Joseph Cornell, Max Ernst, Arshile Gorky, Dora 
Maar, Joan Mire, Kuit Schwitters and Yves Tangny. 

The Israel Museum, which was founded in 1965, is the 
largest cultural institution in Israel, with an encyclopedic 
collection of about 500,000 objects ranging from pre- 
historic archaeology to contemporary art. 
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New Wave in Korea: A Movie About Sadness 




By Joan Dupont 

Imtmano/ui} Herald Tribune 

R otterdam — Cannes, 

Venice and Berlin are the 
big ones. Then there is Rotter- 
dam, Europe’s leading small fes- 
tival, where you catch the most 
exotic, extreme films from Es- 
tonia to Lithuania, from Taiwan 
to China. 

Since last year, when Hong 
Sang Soo's “The Day a Pig Fell 
Down die Well” won the Gold 
Tiger here. South Korea’s young 
directors are on the map, with 
provocative films, like Jan Sun 
Woo’s “Tuneless, Bottomless, 

Bad Movie” and Byung Young 
Joo’s “The Murmuring,” about 
the protest of Korean “comfort 
women.”- forced to sexual 
slavery by die Japanese. 

PaikKi Yong’s directorial de- 
but, “Motel Cactus,” set in a 
love hotel in Seoul, won the New 
Currents award at the 1997 
Pusan, South Korea, festival, 
and is more a commentary on 
Korean society outside the motel 
than an erotic caper. In room 407 
of Motel Cactus, couples collide, 
split and reunite, but sex doesn't 
satisfy and love escapes lhem. “I 
wanted to make a movie about 
sadness,” the director said. 

“Korean movies are mostly A scene from ‘‘Motel ( 
genre driven,’* explained Paul 

Yi, coordinator for the Pusan festival. “They try to look like 
movies from Hong Kong or America. Park Ki Yoog is part of 
a new movement, he has a different sensibility. This is an 
independent film about Korea today.” 

A shy man with a farrowed brow over soulful — and 
mournful — eyes. Park, 37, dwells on self doubts. “I was 
nervous and made lots of mistakes. Things didn’t always 
work out as planned,” he said with a pained smile. 

He insisted that he couldn't- have made the film without the 
help of the veteran Australian cinematographer Christopher 
Doyle, known for his work with the Taiwanese directors Hou 
Hsiao- hsien and Edward Yang,' Chen Kaige of China, and 
Wong Kar-Wai of Hong Kong. 

“In Korea, people only pay attention if you have a name. 
1 know because I’ve worked as a producer myself. My first 
film bad to be a low-budget, low-risk project So 1 came up 
with the idea of filming in a single space with few people.’ ’ 
The film was marketed for scandal, which puzzled the 
public, for Park makes the couplings look desperate rather 
than enticing. “After a year struggling to get financing, a 


SSir-" 





A scene from ‘‘Motel Cactus,” set in a love hotel in Seoul, the directorial debut of Park Ki Yong, right. 


So we talked it over with the 
actors who agreed they would be 
more comfortable without dia- 
logue. I told Christopher who 
said, ‘Let’s do it Take out the 
dialogue.’ Together, we -kept 
looking for new ways to tell a 
story.” 

In the first sequence, an in- 
dolent lover celebrates bis girl- 
friend’s birthday with a gaudy 
ice cream.cake, tinsel trimmings 
and balloons. He has also bought 
a present for himself to distract 
from die serious business of her 
expectations, a picture, electric- 
ally wired, of a waterfalL He 
keeps switching on die picture, 
tuning out on her. 

The director describes himself 
as completely Korean, although 
there are hints of European in- 
fluence in Ins melancholy treat- 
man of couples. “I went to film 
school and I've been influenced 
by many directors. My favorite is 
Kieslowski; when I saw “The 
Decalogue” in Hong Kong in 
1990, 1 was knocked out I copied 
a kit from him in this . movie. 
Bergman, Antonioni, Kies- 
lowski. that's fflmhistory." 

His next project will be about 
a married couple trying to find, 
hope. “First 1 aid a movie about . 
sadness, now hope, but if you 
don’t believe in hope, there’s no 
sadness.” 


Although raised partly in Switzerland, where his father 


a film about relationships and communication.” 

In “Motel Cactus,” there is barely a glimpse of city streets, 
yet the outside world intrudes on the lovers in die sounds of riot 
police rounding up demonstrators, cell phones ringing, video 
cameras whining, the constant hum of gadgets for grownups. 
“Originally, I wanted to insert shots of empty streets, but once 
I finished shooting, the film felt heavy and serious enough, so 
laid vignettes to give more information about the characters.” 
He shot for 16 days and edited for two months. 


in Korea. ..... . _ 

“I have mixed feelings,” he said. “When ! grew up, the 
American military bases were everywhere, and each base 
was like an American town with bars and girls. That was 

S uite shameful for us. and the way the Americans talked to 
Koreans, as if we were a colony. But we're influenced by the - 
culture, music, films, everything.” 

Park lives outside Seoul with his wife and children: he has 


Doyle’s famous touches — the mad camera moving over a sister who lives in Paris and another sister in Los Angeles, 
lovers beneath the shower, tears like waterfalls, artificial Since making “Motel Cactus,” he has traveled to Van- 
waterfalls that sound like sobs, love clinches fierce as death — couver, Canada, and Bruges, Belgium, and is on the way to 


pile on imposing stylistics. “I needed Doyle because he isn’t 
steeped in the conventions of Korean cinema,” Park said 
“We could dare thing s together. 


Berlin, but he will never leave Korea, he said. 

‘ ‘I’m the eldest and 1 have my parents to take care’of. I feel 
responsible for them — that’s very Korean. Before I was 30, 


“For example, we saw after shooting the third 'episode I was comfortable traveling; now, after a few weeks away 


that the dialogue didn’t work. It's a violent confrontation 
between two people and we needed body language, not talk. 


PEOPLE 


from home. I have trouble with the food. I find myself 
becoming more and more Korean, like my father.” 


T HE Spice Girls’ Victoria Adams (Posh Spice) was 
forced to pay British customs £3,000 ($4,800) for failing 
to declare the engagement ring she bought for her fiance, 
David Beckham, in die United States. Adams bought the 
diamond-encrusted gold ring, believed to have cost £50,000, 
at a Los Angeles jeweler when the Spice Girls were in the 
United States for the premiere of their film last month. She 
then flew to Manchester, where she met up with Beckham, a 
Manchester United soccer star. Adams was charged value- 
added tax and import duty after customs officials in 
Manchester airport spotted the ring in photographs of the 
couple when they announced their engagement on Jan. 25. 


Edward Elgar's last wishes have been ignored and his last, 
uncompleted symphony will be played Sunday at die Royal 
Festival Hall in London. The composer Anthony Payne com- 
mitted what Elgar purists saw as the ultimate sacrilege when he 
took on die daunting task of completing Elgar's third symphony. 
But Elgar's descendants had given the go-ahead even though die 
composer had told his daughter Clarice on his deathbed: 
“Don’t let anyone tinker with U. I think you had better bum it" 
Elgar died at 76 in 1934. Wulstan Atkins, Elgar's godson who 
is now 92, said Elgar’s great-nephews and great-nieces had 
broken frith with the composer. 


The Wericunde conference, an annual think-in for defense 
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BUGGABLE — The actress Sharon Stone hugging 
Dustin Hoffman as the two appeared with Peter Coyote 
at the premiere of their film “Sphere” in Los Angeles. 


policymakers in Munich, lost its founder and organizer last 
weekend as Baron Ewald von Heist, 75, stepped down. A 
German officer in World War IL Kleist packed explosives 
under his tunic to aUend a medal ceremony at which be 
expected ro kill Hitler in a suicide bombing. The assassination 
failed when Hitler unexpectedly skipped the session. Kleist. 
who founded the Wericunde in 1965; will be replaced by Hurst 
Teltschick, a former aide to Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
now an executive af BMW. . . . 


Luciano Pavarotti, who is suffering from hypertension 
and stress, has dropped a contract to sing at the Vienna Opera 
next season, officials there said Thursday. The tenor will not 
appear at the opera house from September until June 1999. 
Pavarotti earlier had canceled engagements until the end of 
March, and last month he halted a charity recital at the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York after feeling faint. 


The original lyrics to “Candle in the Wind 1997.” the 
ballad sung at the funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales, were 
sold at a benefit auction in Los Angeles for $400,000. Three 
pages of handwritten lyrics and a printed final version auto- 
graphed by the songwriters. Bernie Taupin and Elton John, 
were sold to rbe Lund Foundation, a nonprofit group that funds 
programs for disadvantaged children. The money will go to 
the Children 's Hospital of Los Angeles. 
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T ° the OCher side ^ the world che eas > wa y* use AT&T DIRECT * 1 SERVICE. 
Simply dial the access number for the country you're in and you’ll be 
connected to English-speaking operators and get AT&Ts quick, dear connections. 
Plus, you can use your AT&T Calling Card or any of these major credit cards. 

Now, what could be easier than that? 



It’s all within your reach. 
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Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 

**■ i** ATSr A“ess Number far the axxwy you are aling from. 2. Dal dw phone umber 3. Dal jour card number 

AT&T ACCESS NUMBERS _____ 

Aiatriato... — 022-903-01 1 Greece* .............00-800-131) S»idiArabla« .... 1-800-10 

Belgium* - 0-800-100-10 Ireland^ I -800-550-000 Spain 1 ..900-99-00- 1 1 

Czech Republic* 00-42-000-10! Israel 1 77-100-2727 Sweden - 020-795-61 1 

Egypt*(Cairo)r — 510-0200 Italy*.... — 172-1011 Switzerland* 080049-0011 

Fran «*—- 04100-99-001 1 Netherlands* 0800-022-91 1 1 United Kingdom *.-.....0500-89-00 1 1 

Germany 0130-0010 Russia • A (Moscow) * 7S5-S04Z United Kingdom A.^....08OM9-Wlt 

For access numbers not listed above ask any operator for AT&T Direct”* Service, or visit our Web site at 

http-Jfwww.atc.com/traveier 
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